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ADVERTISEMENT. 
| 7 HE 1 tives prop oe "IR each 


Maſs will very much contribute 
10 raiſe Efteem and Devotion in time 
of that Auguſt Sacrifice z therefore it 
is adviſable and much recommended 
70 all to allow ſo much time before 
EF Maſs as to read the Motives which 
i : 3 the Method you then intend 
0 make uſe of : and alſo from time 


zo time the Fruits which may be drawn 


from Holy Maſs. page 
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HOLY MASS. 
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General Motives to raiſe Efteem and Devotion 


ro the Holy Sacrifice of the Maſs, 


. OS 


Fo HE moſt ſublime action that the 
| Church militant can offer to God, 
| is that of the Holy Maſs, becauſe >: 


the victim offered to his Divine Majeſty 
is of an infinite dignity : Chriſt therein 


receiving a new birth ac the mouth of 
the Prieſt when he pronounces the ſacra- 
mental words of Conſecration, and dies 
again a myſtical death. The Holy Ghoſt 
is the ſacred fire which, bythe victim then 


offered, ſanctifies the Church, and all that 


aſſiſt at the Sacrifice as they ought. 
Nothing ought to rejoice us ſo much as 

the advantage we have to aſſiſt daily at Holy 

Mats, in which we may enrich ourſelves 


with the merits of Chriſt ; nor can we do 
any action during our lives comparable 
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to that of every day 1 to the eternal . 
Father, by the hands of the Prieſt, the 
Sacrifice of the | body, and blood of his only 
„„ 

e things are infinite in the Sacrifice of 
Holy Maſs : the victim that is offered is 
infinite; the God to whom it is offered is 
ante; Jeſus Chriſt being the principal 

Prieſt and Sacrificer; Sacrificing himſelf 

in perſon, to his Eternak Father, by the 
hands of the Prieſt. It is he who by his 
miniſter pronounces the Sacramental words 
which operate this great myſtery: There- 
fore one Maſs, tho' celebrated by a wicked 
Prieſt, renders more glory to God than all 
the homages which wares and Angels can 
pay mz +; 

God Stedined the Holy Maſs, in which 
the hiſtory of his paſſion and death is myſte- 
riouſly acted as a real but unbloody repteſen- 
tation of that bloody Sacrifice of his death, 
which was the greateſt benefit God could 
gire to man, or man receive from God, it 
being. the higheſt expreſſion his omnipotent 

* love could make; which deſerves not only 

all our love, but all we have or can have: 
and that this might make a deeper impreſ- _ 
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4 ſion in our hearts and minds, he atone 1 
this Divine Repreſentation ; ; to which we 


are invited as > PT an and 0 to 
come 
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come to it well 1 furniſhed with love and 
compaſſion. | 


Holy Maſs being the fame Sacrifice that 


was offered upon Mount Calvary for our 


redemption, we ought to aſſiſt thereat with 


gratitude and love, with a reverential fear, 


and with an extreme devotion and attention, 
it containing the myſteries of our Saviour's 


death and paſſion, which we know was the 


greateſt and moſt ſolemn action that ever 


was performed, when in the midſt of the 


world and view of the people, Jeſus Chriſt, 

the only Son of God, ſuffered death, dying 
on a croſs by the hands and for the Re- 
demption of his creatures; a ſpectacle ſo 


full of dreadful Majeſty, whether weconſider 
the perſon, the end, or the manner, that it 
aſtoniſhed the Angels, and was a ſpectacle 


worthy of God. 

This holy Sacrifice being the repreſen- 
tation of our Saviour's bitter death and 
paſſion, we are, as it were, indiſpenſably 
obliged to apply ourſelves to it, eſpecially 


after the command that Chriſt gave, ſaying, 


Do this in memory of me: it is then his. 
will that we ſhould renew thoſe dolorous 
myſteries, as it was for that end he inſtituted 


the ſacrifice of Holy Maſs. 


This being, it ſeems, that though we 


* may entertain our ſelves with other pious 
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= > that misfortune, 


thoughts nes iis? time of Maſs, yet 
none but thoſe of the Paſtion appear entire- 
ly conformable to the intention of Jeſus 


Chriſt: And how can we, at Maſs, behold 


Chriſt immolated, as truly as he was upon 


Mount Calvary, and his Precious Blood 

crying to us from the Altar, that he dies 
and is again ſacrificed, and entertain any 

| thought but of his infinite love which de- 
Pres him of his life ? 

To reap the full profit of this Divine I 


crifice, we muſt hot only have an inten- 


tion to hear Maſs, but a formal application 


to what Chriſt does who is our Head, and 
offers us his members in ſacrifice. We do 
not hear Maſs as we ought when we omit 


to unite ourſelves with him. -We ſhould 


Join with him -by uniting our intentions 
with his, and by our application to what 
he therein does; the Sacrifice of Holy Maſs 

being the myſtery of our reconciliation and 
ſanctification. Many ſouls that are now 


in hell might not have been there, if they 


had but once heard Maſs as they ought to 


have done: for by means thereof they 

| might have received fuch efficacious graces | 
for their entire converſion, and ſuch ſtren gth 
for to have withſtood and overcome temp- 


tations, that they would never have come 


Ha When 


(7) 


When we hear Maſs, we ſhould always 
reflect that Chriſt acts as Prieſt, and {0388 
the Prieſt is but his Miniſter, _ _ » 

2dly, That he is alſo the victim that i. is 
offered, a8 well as the Prieſt that offers it. 

3dly, That it is for us he offers it; ſo 
that we cannot do better in time of Maſs 
than to keep ourſelves united to him who 
18 „ to perform all our duties for us. 

We muſt obſerve another thing when 
we hear Maſs, which is to communicate 


ſpiritually when we are not allowed to 55 A 


it ſacramentally. And this practice is of 
ſo great value that it ſupplies for Sacra- 
mental Communion, and is as acceptable 
in the fight of God (who ſees our heart 


and the deſire we have to receive him) 


when, for juſt reaſons, we cannot ſacra- 


mentally do it: and theſe frequent Spiri- 


tual Communions will be a good Phar- 
tion for Sacrametal Communion. 
The greater purity of ſoul we bring to 


Holy Maſs, the more capable we are of 


ſharing in the fruits of this adorable Sacri- 
fice; therefore we muſt firſt humble our- 
ſelves in the preſence of God, and then, 
making an act of contrition, beg pardon 


for our fins. The following prayer may 
ſerve for that effect. 
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My God, nit before your Di- 
vine Majeſty, I acknowledge my- 
ſelf the moſt ungrateful and moſt unworthy 
of your creatures. I accuſe myſelf before 


you and your Angels, of all the fins of my 


life paſt; of all my negligences in your 
ſervice ; of my neglects in complying with 
your bleſſed will and holy inſpirations ; of 


my ſloth and tepidity in your ſervice; and 


in the exerciſe of your Divine Love: in 


reparation of which, I offer you all the 


merits of Chriſt, who will ſoon render 
himſelf preſent for me upon the Altar. 


Receive, Lord, his death and paſhon in 


ſatisfaction, and for the remiſſion of my 
fins; his indefatigable labours to repair 
my negligences ; his prompt obedience in 
complying with all your wills to ſatisfy 


for my ſloth therein. Look not on my | 


unworthineſs, but upon your Son, who, 
by an exceſs of goodneſs, gives himſelf to 
me to ſatisfy for all my debts. _ in 
Faciem Chriſti tui. 
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gee METHOD or 


HEARING MASS, 


By conf dering it as a Repreſentation of our 
: SAVIOUR' s Paſfion. 


HE N the Prieſt comes to the 

Altar, repreſent to yourſelf how 
the Jews, after having taken our Saviour, 
loaded him with chains, and dragged him 
to Jeruſalem, and from. tribunal to tribu- 
nal. 

Refle& a little, that had not love firſt 
captivated his heart, his enemies could 
never have bound him. Confider him as 
a victim going to be ſacrificed for your'fal- 
vation. Compaſſionate him in the affronts 
he ſuffers, and follow him in ſpirit with a 
reſolution never more to forſake him. 

O Charity! how ſtrong and powerful are 
your bonds, ſince they captivate a God ! 
O may they bind me ſo faſt to him, that 
hi may ever more ſeparate me from 

im. | 


From the E pi 1 to the Offertory. 


Reflect on the many falſe accuſations 
that the Jews brought againſt our Saviour. 
Firſt, as to his doctrine z though he is the 
way 


( 10 ) 
way and the truth, who neither can de- 
ceive nor be deceived. Then as to his 
works, though moſt holy, juſt, and irre- 
proachable. 

Learn from the filence and meekneſs of 
Jeſus, in this occaſion, to ſuffer without 
murmuration or complaint, whatever in- 
jury, falſe accufation, cenſures, or mali- 
cious interpretatious of your doings, or 
layings, though innocent and well meant. 
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From the Offertery to the Elevation. 


| Confider Jeſus offering himſelf to his 
eternal Father, his body for ſtripes, his. 
head for thorns, and his hands and feet 
for nails. 
Return moſt humble thanks for the "TRAY 
and for the blood he ſhed from all thoſe 
parts.; to make thereof, not only a bath 
| to waſh away the ſtains of ſin from your 
| ſoul, but alſo a ſovereign balm to fortify 
and ſtrengthen you in your pains, labours, || 
and temptations. Beg the grace to make 
uſe of it in all ſuch occaſions. 1 
Offer the ſacrifice of Maſs for the ſame | 
intention, for which Chriſt offered the 
bloody Sacrifice of Mount Calvary to his 
eternal Father, and for the intention he th 
now offers the unbloody one. ; 
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For the exaltation of our Holy Mother 5 | 
« We Church; and for the lanctification and | 
c il accompliſhment of all God's deſigns i in his 
4 


EM... 

| To beg that union and peace may ever 
be in this family, and that each one of it 
'- may be ſo happy as to praiſe his mercies 
t. for a whole eternity. 
i And that he would pleaſe to grant our 
Biſhop and Superiors, and all that have 
the charge of us, what is neceſſary for 
their own ſanctification, and that of the 
perſons committed to their care. 

Beſides theſe intentions, add one of 
theſe following ones, according to the days 
of the week. 

On Sundays, for the N of he- 
reticks and infidels throughout the whole 
world, eſpecially in England. 

On Mondays, for obdurate ſinners. 

On Tueſdays, for all that are in or near 
their Agony. 

3 On Wedneſdays, for the converſion of 

i 5 11 

On Thurſdays, for peace. : 

= On Fridays, for all thoſe that labour for 
the converſion of fouls. 

2 On Saturdays, for our family, and for all 
For its neceſſities ſpiritual and temporal, and to 
b obtain a happy death for ann of them. 

* From 
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(12) 
n the Blevation 40 11 Dev Yin oY Fhe 
Prius Hope. as 


Conüder Chriſt as the Sada "OY 
Prieſt, who, on the Altar, as on the,Croſs, 
offers himſelf in facrifice. to his Eternal 


Father, for to a appeaſe his juſt anger, and 
ſatisfy for our fins; blotting out the de- 


cree of our condemnation, and figning 
with his blood a new alliance between his 
Father-and us. = 3 

2 Look on him i in the hakds of the Prieſt, 
as in the arms of the Croſs. 'Your heart 


muſt be of ſtone if this ſpectacle does not 


penetrate it with tender ſentiments of love 


and pratitude. 


This ſacrifice being the ſame; and of as 
great value and virtue now. as when offered 
on Mount Calvary, your affections ought 
to be the ſame. With what reſpect, devo- 
tion, and. confidence to. obtain what you 
atk, ought you to aſſiſt thereat 

Approach the Croſs of your Saviour 
ent reſpect, and remember, that when 
he prays for his enemies and perſecutors, 
it is for. you he prays. Beg his pardon for 
all your offences, and grace'to amend. 

Then offer him to his Eternal F ather, 
faying : O my God! Father of my Lord 
og Chriſt: I offer you the heart of your 
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beloved Son as he offers it himſelf: receive 
it for me with all its affections, and all the 
acts proceeding from it, for they are all 


mine, ſince it is for me that he ſacrifices 


himſelf. Receive them with all his me- 


rits, in ſatisfaction for all my ſins, in 
thankſgiving for all your graces and fa- 
vours. Receive them that thereby you 
may grant me all neceſſary graces for my 


ſalvation and perfection; and eſpecially the 


grace. of a happy death. In ſhort, receive. 
the affections of that ſacred heart, as ſo 
many acts of love, adoration, and praiſe 
from me: for it is only by means of your 
Son that we can worthily love, praiſe, and 
glorify you. i 1 | 


At the Diviſion of the Hoſt, 
When the Prieſt parts the Hoſt, call to 
mind the cruel ſeparation of our Saviour's 
facred ſoul from his body. Conceive, if 
poſſible, the enormity of fin, which could 
no otherways be worthily repaired than 
by the death of God-man. „ 


| Weep bitterly for thoſe you have com- 


mitted; and reſolve rather to die than to 


deprive Chriſt of the fruit of his paſſion, 


which he only ſuffered to exterminate ſin. 
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(14) 
At the Prieft's Communion. 


Reflect how the foul of Jeſus Chrift, as 
foon as ſeparated from his body, deſcended 


into Limbus to comfort with his prefence 


the ſouls of the Faithful there detained; 
and by that Divine preſence of a hell he 


- made it a heaven. 


Beſeech him to do the ſame in your font; 
by ſpiritual Communion, if you are not 


allowed to receive him ſacramentally: but 


diſpoſe yourſelf for it by an act of humi- 


lity, and of contrition, and a great defire 


to receive him, that you may be united 
to him: for which effect ſay, 
O my God: I do moſt ardently defire 


to receive you, and to have all the diſpo- 


ſitions neceſfary for that effect; but I ac- 
knowledge myſelf a ſinner, and therefore 
very unworthy of it. On this account, I 
dare not preſume to receive you, who are 
my Lord and my God: but I offer you the 
devotion and eh wherewith you were 
received by your moſt bleſſed Mother, and 


by all your Saints; and the faith and de- 


votion with which all your ſervants in the 


ſtate of grace throughout the whole world, 


do this day receive you. 


1 


a5 

You can, dear Lord, work in me, with- 
out my receiving you ſacramentally all that 
you can operate with it; ſay then the 
word, and my foul ſhall be ſanctified and 
ſaved. Make me partaker of all the af- 
fections and devotions wherewith the juſt 
receive you to-day ; and of all the effects 
which you by this Adorable Sacrament 
work in their ſouls; and of thoſe effects 
for which you inſtituted and ordained this 
Holy Sacrament for the everlaſting glory 
of the Divine Majeſty. 

Never fail to communicate irie at 
every Maſs: For tho' it be not of ſo great 
value as Sacramental Communion, yet it 
is of great advantage if well performed, 
and the beſt preparation for Sacramental 
Communion. 

Aſter which imagine you have received 
him, and entertain him in your heart, as 
Few would do if you had really received 

im. 

Then defcend with him in Spirit into 
Purgatory, and beſeech him to comfort 
and releaſe thoſe Souls, by applying to 
them the merits of his life and death, and 
the fruits of Holy Maſs. 
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ANOTHER MANNER OF 


HEARING MASS, 


By following our Divine Saviour in bis 
interior Sufferings. 


Efore the beginning of Maſs compoſe 
yourſelf in the moſt reſpectful po- 

ſture you can, kneeling with true humility. Þ 
Then make an act of Contrition for your | 
fins, which have been the cauſe of tge 
ſufferings and death of Jeſus Chriſt ; for 
the greater purity of ſoul you bring, the 
more you will partake of the fruits of this 
Adorable Sacrifice. 4 
Then offer it to God, to render him 
due glory, to obtain pardon of your ſins, 
victory over temptations, and the grace to 
fulfil the duties of your ſtate and charge; 
and for peace, union, and a happy death, 
both for yourſelf, and every one of the 
family. | 
At the beginning of the Maſs, repreſent 
to yourſelf Jeſus Chriſt, in the perſon of 
the Prieſt, he firſt mounts up to the Altar 
and then deſcends; which ſteps may re- 
preſent to you the way our Saviour went 
from the cenacle to the garden of Gethſe- 
mani, Then the Prieſt, bowing his knee, 
mult 


1s 


(17) 
muſt mind you of our Lord's proſtrating 
himſelf before the Majeſty of his eternal 
Father in that garden. Endeavour to en- 
ter into thoſe diſpoſitions of humility and 


reſpect which abaſes Jeſus in preſence of 
the greatneſs of that Divine Eſſence before 


whom all created beings are as nothing. 


Then, with great devotion and atten- 
tion, call to mind all that paſſed in the 
garden of Gethſemani ; at which all hea- 
ven ſeemed to tremble with a certain 


horror to behold God in Chriſt Jeſus, 
under the figure of a criminal, loaded 


with the execrable ſins of all mankind. 


He ſuffers there the greateſt humiliation 


and confuſion that can be imagined, an- 


| nihilated before the infinite Majeſty of 


his eternal Father, he makes him an ho- 
nourable amends, and produces an act of 


ſo great ſorrow, that he merits abſolution 


and pardon of all mankind. 

He there appears a criminal (tho' ſpot- 
leſs) and is treated with all rigour by the 
divine juſtice. As the victim for fin, he 


receives the ſentence of death, which he 


accepts of to give us life, and reſtore to us 


i what fin had taken from us, and he merits 


for us the grace to enter a commerce with 
J bis eternal Father. 
B i | The 
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The light * what he was to undergo 
and ſuffer, caſt him into an agony which 
forced blood, as drops of ſweat, to fall on 
the ground from all parts of his body, 
which, with all he was to ſuffer, he ap- 
plied to each ſoul in particular. 

All creatures, ſays St. Paul, riſe up 
againſt Jeſus, as ſinners, to revenge the in- 
jury fin does to God. He is abandoned 
to the powers of darkneſs, and reduced to 
ſuch an extremity, that he likens it to the 
pangs of death, ſaying, his ſoul is ſorrow- 
ful even to death. Sin covers him over 
with infamy ; ; and 1n this hateful condition 
he appears to his own, and to his Father's 
eyes, who draws due ſatisfaction from him, 
and that even to the utmoſt rigour. The 
ſoul of Jeſus not only ſuffers a mortal 
repugnance of the approach of fin, infinite- 
ly odious and deteſtable to him, but alſo | 
an extreme apprehenſion and terror, which Hm 
ſinners have of God's wrath and fury; and N w: 
this apprehenſion is as great as the ſight th 
he has is clear and penetrating. m 

- In theſe reflections, or any other myſtery an 
of our Saviour's Paſſion, you may beſtow WW w. 
your thoughts till the Eleva ation, 


69) 


4 3 At the Elevation. 
nn |. Chriſt, being crucified, was raiſed on 


y, high; ſee and adore him ſo in the hands 
p- of the Prieſt. He is facrificed for your 
ſake on the Altar as well as on Mount 


ip il Calvary ; he thinks of you, prays for you, 
n- and offers himſelf to the juſtice of the 
ed eternal Father, to appeaſe his wrath againſt 
to you. In a word, he is wholly taken up 
he with your concerns, acting for you on the 
Altar as on Mount Calvary. Which re- 
er flection ought to enflame you with his 
on love, and give you a firm hope that he 
r's will be heard, and obtain whatever he aſks 
m, for you. Unite your intention with thoſe 
he he has for your ſalvation, proteſting that 
tal you will all he wills, and that you will 
te- WW itand to what he promiſes in your behalf. 
Uo | From that time till the Agnus Dei, re- 
ich main in the ſpirit of an united facrifice 


with Jeſus as much as poſſible, to make 
the ſacrifice complete, according to his 
merciful deſigns: with filence and reſpect 
W annihilated ; and, as it were, loſt in Jeſus, 
who there offers himſelf for you. In this 
manner did his bleſſed Mother aſſiſt at the 
bloody Sacrifice he offered on the Croſs ; 
her eyes and heart fixed on him, by a 
ſimple regard, full of reſpect and loye. 


At | | 
You 


620 


Vou may alſo entertain your thoughts 
with the words Chriſt ſpoke on the Croſs; 
admiring in the firſt how eaſily he forgives 
his enemies; and conſidering yourſelf as 
one of them, heartily beg pardon, and con- 
fidently hope to obtain it. A 

2dly, His liberality to the good thief; 9 
beg you may experience the ſame at the I 
hour of your death. E. 

3dly, His tender love and concern Gor 4 
you expreſſed by his recommending you 
to his bleſſed Mother, in the perſon of 
St. John, and « ama what affection ſhall 
ſuggeſt. | 


At the Agnus Dez. 


Conſider how our Saviour's love was {| 
ſtrong as death; being dead, he is taken i. 
down from the- Croſs to be Had in the ſe- 
pulchre. Here remember to prepare your | 
heart that it may ſerve for a tomb to lay | 
him in, for which effect, diſpoſe yourſelf | 
for communion ; and be ſure to commu- | 
nicate ſpiritually, if you may not do it 


ſacramentally. Deſire it ardently, that | 


Jeſus may live in you and you in him; 
for which end he inſtituted it and deſires | 
to be received; ſo that all your thoughts, 
wade, and actions may be the effects of 


his 


(21) 
hts bis Divine Spirit, and not of your own 
: will. Make acts proper for communion, 
f as e love, and contrition, beſeech- 

him to waſh your ſoul from fin with 

his precious blood, and to come into your 
Meart, and make of it a worthy habitation 
er: Wor himſelf. And omit not to beg him 
the that, as he reſuſcitated his body and gave 
It a new life, he would pleaſe, by his ſa- 

for Fred preſence, to do the ſame to your ſoul, 
ou Piving it a new life, which may be viſible 
of 4 dy your happy . of inclinations and 

Danners. 


_ A 
| 7 he Ends for which Hol Maſe Was 1 
; by CHRIST, and is offered by our Holy 
1 . the Church, may ſerve for enter- 
tainment during the ſame. 


Ves 
as | 
N=. $ 


Our Lord's Spirit was that of an entire 
acrifice. There are four ſorts of ſacrifices. 
WM The firſt of a Holocauſt, purely to adore, 
vorſhip, and praiſe the A. greatneſs 


| Ind goodneſs of God, 

u- The ſecond of Thankſpiving, for the 
it Fontinual graces and favours received. 

hat | f The third of Impetration, to crave and 

52 Pbtain ſuch ner and gifts as we ſtand in 

* I Nee of. | 

15. The fourth of Propitiation, for the for- 


Fiveneſs of ſins. 
of : 


Our 


2 


Our Saviour inſtituted the Sacrifice of BYY 
the Maſs for theſe ends, that he might rei 


render to God an infinite honour propor- , 
tionable to his greatneſs : Give him thanks 
anſwerable to his benefits: Satisfy in all 


rigour of juſtice for all the ſins of wand 5 
kind, and obtain for us all we want _ J 
requeſt. j 

Our dependence on God laſting 1 N 
moment, we ſhould every moment adore 4 oy 
and glorify him, He beſtowing continu - Nor 
ally new benefits upon us, we ſhould al- Mr: 
ways and each moment offer a ſacrifice 0 * 
thankſgiving to him. Our wants beingſhin 
continual, each moment of our lives wouldſſhn; 
alſo require an impetratory Sacrifice. Our "="”_ 
offences being every moment with an un- Me 5 

certainty, whether any paſt ones are re. pie 
mitted ;-each inſtant of our lives would pie 
alſo exact from us a propitiatory Sacrifice. Ind 

Any one of theſe duties is impoſſible tq utt 
us, and much more all of them. In this "4 
then conſiſts the admirable bleſſing off... 
Holy Maſs ; Chriſt our Lord fulfilling bil . 
it all our obligations to his eternal F ather| bs 
and that in an infinitely perfect manneſ T 
beyond all that the ſaints and angels could * 
do, during a whole eternity. , 

Our Saviour then offering for us hol 


One 
four Sacrifices 1 in each Maſs, it is our du. 


td 
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o offer them with him, either all at once, 
Ir one at a time, as may beſt ſuit with our 
ghiſpreſent diſpoſition. 
or- As to the firſt, which -1 is a Holocauſt, 
nks| r Sacrifice of Praife, wholly to adore and 
all rorſhip the Log and goodneſs of 
an od. 
and Sacrifices were eſtabliſhed to ** 
Pod only, who being infinite in all kinds, 
very gontains in himſelf all greatneſs, and all 
dorf S$ccellency, which to honour worthily, 
inu- 9 Pould be with the deſtruction and ſacrifice 
al- r all that has a being ; they ought to 
© off nihilate themſelves before him as no- 
einge Hing in his preſence. But it not being 
aul Wonvenient that mankind ſhould be de- 
Ouſſhroyed, and yet neceflary that God ſhould 
e honoured with the greateſt honour poſ- 
> rel ble, and that daily, Chriſt, as head and 
ould hief, performs this for us, annihilating 
fice. Ind ſacrificing himſelf on our Altars, and 
le tl utting himſelf into our hands to be offered 
1 thu ſacrifice to his eternal F ather ; that 
8 ol ereby we may render to him all the ho- 
Ng by dur we owe him, and all he deſerves, or 
ther An poſſibly exact. 
anne This was Chriſt's firſt add principal de- 
* 8 in inſtituting this adorable myſtery, 
d render his eternal Father an infinite 
onour and Homage, Juſtly due to fo excel- 


lent 


of} 


F 

lent a Being; and knowing it impofſible 
for men to pay God the honour he de- 
ſerves, though all mankind together, with 
all other creatures, ſhould immolate them- 
ſelves in ſacrifice: ſince all men together 
are no more than an atom, in regard of 
the infinite greatneſs of God, he is pleaſed 
to do it, offering himſelf. continually i ing 
ſacrifice to pay the homage we owe, and 
cannot ſatisfy without him. x 
It is certain that the adorable Sacrifice 
of Maſs renders an infinite glory to God, 
becauſe the victim that is offered is of anl 
infinite dignity, being God. It follows 
then, that though we ſhould offer all the 
facrifices that have ever been immolated to 


the Divine Majeſty, from the creatures off 
the world, till Chriſt's incarnation; wed 
ſhould not render him ſo much glory a 
we do by afliſting devoutly at Holy Maſs 
in which we offer to Almighty God his 
1 Son by the hands of the Prieſt. 
Hence it follows, that God receive 


more glory and honour by one only Maſs 


than he receives in heaven from all tha 

Saints and Angels, who continually praiſſ 4 
him, though the glory they render him if 
greater than we can conceive ; nevertheleſf 
it is finite, they being but pure creatures} 
but in 15 Maſs it is a God that ſacrifice 
and 


ble | 1 

de- and annihilates himſelf, which renders the 
rithil Almighty an infinite honour. And all 
em- that aſſiſt at it, and ſhare in that Sacrifice, 
ther joining themſelves to thoſe adorations 
1 offs which Chriſt renders, and offering them 
aſc up to his eternal Father, thereby perform 
y in an action more glorious to God, and in 
andi ſome meaſure more profitable to themſelves, 
than if they were in heaven ſinging his 


ificel praiſes. | | 

Godf What comfort for a ſoul that truly de- 
f an fires to glorify God and to pay him due 
low honour ? How careful ſhould this make 


| tha us to affiſt thereat? God, on his fide, is 
ed ti ſo good as to join our intereſt ſo with his 
res off} own, that we cannot promote his glory 


. wal without advancing our own good : Would 
ry a Jou believe, ſays St. Auguſtin, that God, even 


Maſs in tbe Jacrifice be ordains for bis glory, ſeems 
d hi 7? conſider his oxwn advantage leſs than ours? 


ceives 
Maſs 
U thch 
prail 
aim 18 
theleſſ 
tures 
orificey 
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A MAN NE R O . 
HEARING MAS 8, 


When -we confider it as a Sacrifice of praiſe 
only; purely to adore and worſhip the 
greatneſs of Gop, for which intention we 
muſt offer it. 5 „ 


T the beginning, having placed 
: yourſelf with great reſpect and hu- 


an act of contrition for your ſins, imagine 
that an Angel ſays to you, as one ſaid to 
St. John, Aſcend, and I will ſhew you what 
muſt be done. £27 ES 
Repreſent to yourſelf the ſpectacle 
which was ſhewn him; who, wrapt in 
ſpirit, ſaw in heaven a throne, and a per- 


like unto an emerald; which throne was 
ſurrounded by twenty-four others, on 
- which were ſeated as many ſeniors in white 
garments, with crowns of gold on their 
heads. And there were alſo four great 
animals which never ceaſed day and night 
to repeat continually, Holy, Holy, Holy 
is the Almighty Lord, who was, who is, 
and who ever will be. And whilſt the 
heavens echo'd the praiſes and benedictions 


mility in the preſence of God, and made 


ſon ſeated on it, and round it a rainbow 


uttered 


AE 


(87 ) f 
uttered by thoſe animals, all the ſeniors 
proſtrated themſelves, laying their crowns 
at his feet,. and crying out,. You deſerve, 
O Lord our God, to receive glory, honour, 
and power, for you have created all things; 
and it was becauſe you would have it ſo, 
that they have received a being and were 
made. - 4 xx. 
Then reflect that this great God has his 
eyes firſt upon you, to receive the divine 
ſacrifice you. are going to offer by the 
hands of the Prieſt; and that an innume- 
rable number of angels, with due reſpect 
and fear, ſurround the Prieſt and the Altar. 
With this idea aſſiſt at Maſs to acknow- 


ledge the infinite greatneſs of God, and to 


render him all due honour. 
Afﬀetions. 
Sovereign Lord of heaven and earth, 


Maſter of all creatures ;: before whom all 
kings of paſt, preſent, or future ages, to- 


gether with all their ſubjects, are but as 


a drop of water, or a grain of ſand! You | 
whoſe Majeſty fills the whole univerſe, 
and whoſe luſtre dazzles the moſt ſublime + 
intelligences, whoſe power makes hell to 
tremble, and whoſe charms raviſn the 
bleſſed. Who, with one only word, have 

8 drawn 


628) 


drawn all created beings out of nothing; 
and without the leaſt diminution of your 
treaſures have furniſhed them with all 
the goods they have. 
| Behold me your unworthy creature pro- 
ſtrate a tyour feet, begging that, together 
with the Sacrifice of your dear Son, you 
will pleaſe to accept that of my unworthy 
ſelf, and the promiſes made for :ne at 
baptiſm, and thoſe I made at my profeſ- 
ſion, which J here again renew. 

I adore you my God ; I believe in you; 
I expect and hope all from you ; I acknow- 
ledge all my love is due to you; I place 
all my felicity in loving and ſerving you. 


How ſweet is it to have for a Father, fo 
amiable and ſo powerful a God ! When I 
reflect that you are willing to be my Father, 


I grieve that my underſtanding is ſo narrow 
as not to conceive ſo ineſtimable a benefit; 


and that my heart is not capable to love 
you as I ought, I adore you, with reſpect, 
as my ſovereign ; 1 embrace you with ten- 


derneſs, as my Father; and I conſecrate 


myſelf wholly to you, as my Creator and 
beſtower of my being. 


| Al the Offertory. 


Conſider Chriſt as the only victim that 
can Irony honour the greatneſs of God. 


Offer 


, ũ . ECO 


e 


„ 


Offer him and all his merits to his eternal 
Father, and ſo by his means render him 


all the honour he merits and deſerves, and 
as much as you owe him, or he can juſtly 
exact from you. This muſt alſo mind 
you to offer yourſelf; that is, the ſacrifice 
of your liberty: for he that gives his li- 
berty, gives all, and can no more poſleſs 
any thing. 
| Aﬀredtions. 


Take poſſeſſion of me, my God, for I am 


wholly yours. Imprint in my memory 


the remembrance of your preſence, and 
divine perfections in my underſtanding the- 
knowledge of you, and in my heart your 
love; and grant me the grace to ſubmit 
my will to all your laws, and to each point 
of order for your ſake. Deſtroy, and make 
me overcome whatever may diſpute your 
right in me. I defire to depend wholly on 


you: it is you alone, my God, that I de- 


fire to ſerve, and to have no other end in 
all I do, than the accompliſhment of your 
holy will, and your greater glory: grant 
me but that, and-I will deſire no more. 


At the Elevation: 


It is at that precious moment, that God 
ſhowers down a deluge of graces into the 
GS hearts 


a. 
41488 
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| effect. 


e 


hearts of thoſe that are diſpoſed to receive 
them; a deluge of Sanctity for the juſt, 


and of Penance for ſinners. And it is then 


that we obtain of the eternal Father all we 
aſk him by the death and paſſion of his 
Divine Son. | 
' Adore our Saviour in the Hoſt, and 
confider him as a true, model of a 
Holocauſt. He has ſpared nothing, but 
has ſacrificed all for the glory of his eternal 
Father : thence learn what you ought to 
do ; reſolve upon it, and beg grace for that 


1 ep Ahelions. 
4 My ſoul, behold the. affliting ſtate 


which your dear Saviour was reduced to 


upon Mount Calvary, and you ſhall not 
find the leaſt thing, neither in ſoul nor 
body, which he has not ſacrificed for his 


eternal Father's glory and your ſalvation. 


Sovereign Lord, what obligations have I 


to you! who not content to have ſacrificed 
yourſelf on the croſs for me, do daily re- 
new the ſame ſacrifice for me. I believe 
you as really preſent here, as I do that you 
are ſeated at the right hand of your eternal 
Father. If on Calvary you had the good- 
neſs to promiſe him t 

r ſacrifice 


perfect 


at I ſhould one day 
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ſacrifice myſelf with you, the day is now 
come; be pleaſed then to offer me to him 

united with yourſelf, for I am ſo baſe and 
_ unworthy of his acceptance, that I dare 
not offer myſelf alone; but united to you, 
and offered by you, and deſpiſable as I am, 
I ſhall be agreeable to his Divine Majeſty. 

Oeternal Father, behold here your dear, 
your Divine Son, and for his ſake look 
upon me whom he has redeemed with his 
precious blood; ſince, together with my 
dear Saviour, I conſecrate myelf to you, 
to be diſpoſed of, as it ſhall pleaſe your 
Divine Majeſty, for time and for eternity. 


At the Communion. 


Jeſus Chriſt preſent on the Altar, has 
an ardent defire to be received by you, that 
he may adore, praiſe, and worſhip his 
eternal Father in you, and pay him, in' 
your behalf, thoſe homages you owe him : 
and together with himſelf, offer you up in 
Sacrifice to his Divine Majeſty. Be ſure 
therefore to communicate ſpiritually, ma- 
king acts, as if you were ſacramentally to 
receive him, as of humility, contrition, 
and a great deſire to receive him. 

After which, conſider him in your heart, 
adore him there, and offer firſt yourſelf 
* | | to 
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to him : and then offer him to his eternal 
Father, and his adorations to acknowledge 
the ſupreme dominion he has over you 
and all creatures, and beg him to receive 
the ſame in lieu of all the honour and ho- 
mage due to his ſovereign greatneſs from 
you and all creatures. If you delire that 
your offering may be pleaſing to God, you 
muſt unite your heart with the heart of 
Jefus ; for all your tears and ſighs, if not 
united with his, will not' touch the heart 
of God. 

Penetrate, if you can, the ſacred heart 
of Jeſus, when he offers himſelf in Sacri- 
fice on the Altar of your heart to his 
eternal Father. What flames of love will 
you there diſcover ! It is there that he 
contemplates his eternal Father, and pro- 
foundly adores him; offering his body, 
ſoul, and all his merits, for the ſanctifi- 
cation of your ſoul, and inflame it with 
hislove. | 

Of all other means, this of Holy Com- 
munion 1s the moſt powerful. At Maſs 
never fail to communicate ſpiritually when 
you are not permitted to do it ſacramen- 
tally. And beſeech him, who came down 
from heaven, to enflame your heart with 
his holy love, that he would pleaſe even 
now to inkindle that flame in it, and to 

teach 


WE | 
teach you the true method of loving him. 
For if you know that, you know all; and 

rovided he beſtows that upon you, let 
252 exact what he pleaſes, tell him you 
are content. In ſhort, beg him ſo to unite 
your heart with his, that you may be one 
with him, according to his divine will, for 
time and for eternity. 


. — 
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The Second Defign our Lok D had in the In- 
Aitution of the adorable Sacrifice of HoLx 
Mass was, that it ſhould be a perpetual 
Sacrifice of Thankſgiving, which might 
 worthily acknowledge all the divine Favours 
and Benefits, and render bim anfeverable 
Thanks. ere 


'T HE Divine Majeſty continually be- 

ſtowing new favours upon us, we 
ought likewiſe every moment to offer him 
a ſacrifice of thankſgiving, which duty 
Chriſt knew was impoſlible to us; and 
therefore he ſulſils that obligation for us, 
to his eternal Father, by means of Holy 
Maſs (in which conſiſts its greateſt advan- 
tage); and that in an infinitely more per- 
fect manner than all the Saints and Angels 
could do during a whole eternity, 


ach For 


. 

For this end we ought to aſſiſt at Maſs, 
that we may thereby render infinite thanks 
to Almighty God for all the favours we 
daily receive, ſince all we are, or have, is 
his gift to us; and as if that were not yet 
enough, he has, as it were, drained his 
greateſt treaſure which is of an infinite 
value, and has given it to us; to wit, his 
only Son, for which none but himſelf can 
render worthy thanks. 

We ſhould therefore, by neceſſity, have 
remained ungrateful, had we not had his 
only Son, whom he has made ours, by 
giving him to us, that we may preſent. 
him in return for all benefits received. 

When our Saviour inſtituted this ado- 
rable Sacrifice, the Evangeliſt obſerves, 
that he firſt rendered thanks to his eternal 
Father. This is what he continues to do 
daily on our Altars. He there, in our be- 
halves, renders. due thanks for all. God's 
favours, and as much as he deſerves ; 15 
it being the thankſgiving of 2 God, it 
can be no leſs than infinite ; and e e : 
God can neither poſſibly receive, nor exact 

reater. | 

It follows then, that by aſſiſting devoutly | 
at Maſs, and uniting our hearts and will 
with that of Jeſus, we by him and with him | 


render 


4 


render thankſgiving to God, which is in- 


| finite and worthy of himſelf. 


Though we ſhould have been upon our 
knees, from the firſt moment of our lives 
tothe laſt of our days, employed in thank- 


ing Almighty God, with all imaginable 


fervour for all his benefits, and that all 
ſouls, both in heaven and earth, ſhould 


| have joined with us, yet we ſhould not fo 
worthily have thanked his Divine Majeſty, 


as we do by hearing Maſs devoutly. 

What a comfort ought this to be to. us, 
and with what joy ought we to aſſiſt 
thereat; ſince by it we can worthily ac- 
knowledge, and render thoſe thanks to 
God which are due to him for all his mer- 
cies to us. 5 

Let us then, with all poſſible reverence, 
offer this great Sacrifice in thankſgiving 
for all favours received, both ſpiritual and 
corporal, for the beſt means to obtain 
new favouis, is to be grateful for them 
we have received. And nothing being 
more proper for acknowledgment than the 


Sacrifice of Holy Maſs, we may offer it 


for that intention, uſing the following 


A 


1 
th { 
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A METHOD OF 


HEARING MASS, 


" Ben We confider it as a T, euer 
1 * ice. 


n THE BEGINNING. 


Hing Ie yourſelf in the preſence 


of God, and made an a& of contri- 
tion, repreſent to yourſelf the Angels and 
Saints ſurrounding the Throne of God, 
and continually ſinging canticles of praiſe 
and thankſgiving to the glory of their be- 
nefactor, recounting therein, and extoll- 


ing his innumerable benefits. Join your- 


ſelf in ſpirit with them, and render the 
beſt thanks you are able for all thoſe you 
have received 


 Aﬀedtions. 


Being wholly incapable, my God, of 
rendering the thanks I owe you, I offer 
you all thoſe that are paid you by the 
bleſſed in heaven; begging you will pleaſe 
to receive them in acknowledgment of all 
your infinite mercies to me. The multi- 
tude of your favours are ſo many, and each 

= 85 0 


4 » 


EMI 
ſo great, that ] can neither reckon their 
number nor conceive their excellence. 


And though I ſhould conceive that infinite 


love and charity which moved you to 
beſtow them; where ſhould I find terms 


* worthy to praiſe and thank you for them ? 


All I can ſay is, that they infinitely ſurpaſs 
whatever I can conceive or expreſs ; but 
will this acknowledgment of my inſuffi- 
ciency ſuffice? 

Alas! without the help of your dear 
Son, I could have gone no further; but 
ſince he has been pleaſed to make himſelf 
man, and give himſelf to us, to be the victim 
of our ſacrifice, I have the comfort, by 
offering him to your Divine Majeſty, to 
acknowledge all your beneits worthily; 
for that end receive him then from your 
unworthy ſervant. 

My dear Redeemer, you having forved 
me as a victim to offer, be now for me as 
High-Prieſt, and in offering yourſelf offer 
me alſo, as a member of your myſtical 
body, and the purchaſe of your blood, to 
labour the reſt of my days for the divine 


glory. : 
At the Offertory of the Bread and Wine. 
The Bread and Wine which is offered, 


may put you in mind of God's temporal 
D benefits 
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benefits beſtowed upon us, for which you 
may begin to thank him. 


AFections. 


'O my God, the Author of my being! I 
am indebted to you for the life you have 
given me; or, to ſpeak more properly, 
which you hourly give me; fince if you 
did not each moment conſerve me I ſhould 
return to nothing. On every ſide that I 
turn me I ſee and enjoy your benefits. All 
you have made, you have made for my uſe. 
Add to this, the evils you have hindered 
from falling upon me, and the dangers you 
have drawn me out of: For all Which I 
can never ſufficienly thank you. The leaſt 
I can do in return, is to reſolve that for 
the remainder of my life I will make uſe 
of all your benefits to increaſe your glory ; 
for which I beg your grace: And if I am 
not ſo happy as to give my life for you 
who are the Author of it and all I have, at 
leaſt J may thus do it, by abſtaining from 
all you forbid, and exactly performing all 
you command, 

My Sovereign Redeemer and H hPa, 
who has paid the price of what I aſk, -giv 
it me then, with a heart conformable M 
yours, which * and conſtantly love 


you, 


6390 

you, with ſuch a love as may beſt acknow- 
ledge yours to me; which love you only 
can beſtow, and which through your ſacred 
merits I beg. and is | 


At the Conſecration and Elevation. 


Here conſider thoſe infinitely greater be- 
nefits which God has beſtowed: on you in 
your redemption, and return. moſt humble 
thanks for the ſame. Conſecration repre- 
ſenting the incarnation of our Saviour, who 
deſcended from heaven into the womb of 
the bleſſed Virgin, as he is pleaſed to de- 
ſcend into the hands of the Prieſt at the 
words of. conſecrating, and, his elevating 
him, repreſents his being lifted up when on 
the Croſs, where he expired. for your re- 
demption.. 1 | | 
| Affetions. | 


All your other benefits, my God, com- 
pared to theſe, appear but ſmall ; for theſe: 
are incomprehenſible ever to the molt ſub- 
lime intelligences. And what renders them 
ſtill more worthy. of admiration is, your 
having done them for creatures who rather. 
deſerved to feel indignation and anger. 

O inconceivable fource of goodneſs ! 
What has it coſt you to redeem me? This 

D 2. ___ adorable 
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adorable d repreſen ts it to me, ko 
by virtue of the Sacramental Words, I 


adore your ſacred Body in. the Hoſt, and 


your Blood in the Chalice: It minds me 
of thoſe cruel torments you ſuffered, which 


forced each drop of blood from your. ſacred 


veins, and your ſoul from your body. 
Here I loſe myſelf, and can only ſay, that 
your boundleſs love has ever made you 
forget your greatneſs and my baſeneſs. 
None but you, my God, could carry love 
to ſo high a pitch. 

Whilſt you, my Lord, ſo profuſely pour 
forth your treaſures upon me, I am fo 
nigard to you, that when there is queſtion 
of proving my love to you, by ſuffering 
for you, I examine whether I am obliged 
to it under fin; love and gratitude not 


ſufficing, though by them I am moſt cer- 
, tainly obliged. 
* waſh off ſo great an ingratitude : 


A torrent of tears cannot 
But, dear 
Lord, I do not reckon upon my tears, but 
upon your precious blood, both to fatisfy 
for my fins, and to acknowledge your mer- 
beg that the ſame love 
which made you ſuffer for me, may conti- 
nually draw tears from my heart for my 
ingratitude to you. Let your love, to 
which I abandon all my intereſt, act this 
for me, Conſult it in all that concerns 
me, 
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1 me, and give me what it requeſts of you 
I for me. 1 | 

* In Time of Communion. 

p | Conſider that if you really deſire worthily 
„ to acknowledge God's favours and mercies 


to you, you have the beſt of means, and 
indeed the only, which is Jeſus Chriſt, 
who is willing to come into your heart, 
that you may thereby have in his perſon, 
wherewithal to offer to God what is wor- 


thy of him. | 
Affections. 


O come, dear Lord, into my heart, for 
it is by your means only that I can worthily 
acknowledge God's infinite mercies to me, 
as well as learn to do it. Come, then, and 
teach me that duty. During your mortal 
life you gave me example of it, ever ren- 
dering thanks to your eternal Father; be- 
fore you proceed to any action, inſpire me 
with the like ſentiments. | 

And ſince, for that end, you are pleaſed 
to come into my heart, give me leave to 
offer you to your eternal Father and mine, 


ſince he allows me the honour to call him 
ſo | | | | 


O eternal God! I offer you your only 
Son, Jeſus Chriſt, to acknowledge your 
1 mercifut. 


( 42 ) . 
merciful goodneſs to me your unworthy 
creature; for he is mine by your free gift 
and his; I offer him then with my whole 
heart for your greater honour and glory, 
ſince nothing can more contribute to it. 

O my ſweet Saviour, who are ſo good as 
to viſit me, unite me to yourſelf, that ! 
may be but one with you by grace, and a 
perfect conformity of wills. Let the fame 
fire that burns in your heart inflame mine. 
Make ule of me as an inſtrument to glorify 
your eternal Father on earth, whilſt you 
thank and praiſe him for me in heaven. 
O love, immenſe and infinite! thaw the 
' icy coldneſs of my heart; ſoften its hardneſs 
that you may find no more reſiſtance in it 
to your holy inſpirations. Inflame, dilate, 
and fortify my heart, and grent I may un- 
meaſurably love you, for 1 cannot other- 
wiſe anſwer your love. I conſecrate to you 
my life, my ſoul, and all that I am. Diſpoſe 
of me and all that is mine according to your 
will; and let not my will be ever different 
from yours. I but deſire your love, give 
me that and it is ſufficient. 
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A Third Defis 7 our 3 had in inffituting 
the Sacrifice of Holy Maſs, was, that it 
might be an impetratory Sacrifice ; by means 
of which we might obtain all neceſſary 
Graces to love and ſerve him ; for which 
End we ought to offer it. 


Our Lord promiſed us, that all the peti- 
tions we ſhould make in his name, ſhould 
be infallibly granted us. We can never be 
ſaid to aſk fo properly in his name and by 
his merits, as when we preſent him to his 
eternal Father to be our petitioner; when 


his precious body and blood are actually 


upon our Altars, where his facred blood 
pleads for us; the virtue of which is in- 
finite, and the voice all- powerful to obtain 
all that is requeſted. What can God re- 
fuſe us, when we offer him a God in pay- 
ment for what we aſk ? 

We are aſſured that the only Son of God 
is given us; he is then all ours; Parvulus 
Filius datus eſt nobis. Therefore when we 
aſſiſt at Holy Maſs, we may offer him as 
ours, with all the divine acts which his ſoul 
then addrefies to his eternal Father, and 
preſent them as our own. What a treaſure 
have we then in hand! by means of which, 
we ſhall adore, give thanks, and pray by 
the proyers of — How can: we _ 

ut 


LN 
but be heard? How rich is a ſoul that 
knows thus how to make uſe of the great 
[ treaſure beſtowed upon her! which is no 
a leſs than Jeſus Chriſt with all his merits. 
Let us then make uſe of it, to purchaſe 


all we want, begging with confidence all. 
we ſtand in need of, for: it is given us for. 
that end. 

O exceſs of dent 1 who obliged him. 
to be thus liberal to us! he in a worthy... 
manner performs on our Altars, towards: 
his eternal Father, what we are incapable. 
of doing in a manner. worthy of his Divine. 
Majeſty, and thereby. ſupplies for Me our- 
defects. What cauſe of joy for us! ſince. 
all his divine operations are ours, and per- 
formed for us. Since in giving himſelf to 
us, he gave us all he is, and all he has, 
without reſerve, 

It is by means of Holy Maſs, that we. 
gain ſtrength to overcome all our enemies, 
and efficacious remedies to cure our wounds. 

And our ſouls are cleanſed. from the ſtains: 
of fin, by the blood of the Lamb of God, 
there offered. Almighty God alſo affords. 
a more ſpecial protection to. ſuch. as are. 
careful to aſſiſt thereat as often as they can. 
The Council of Trent aſſures us thereof in 
theſe words : The Sacrifice of Maſs does not 
only obtain us the 8 ifts of penance, but ma- 

nages 
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rages for us the proper helps we have need of 
- in the different conjunctures of this life. Many 
by means of Maſs have overcome the temp- 
. tations of the enemy that tempted. their 
3 fidelity to God. One that was tempted 
1. to deſpair, and was upon the point of yield- 
_ ing, being adviſed by the perſon he de- 


clared it to, to hear Maſs every day, which 
he had no ſooner reſolved upon, but he 


4 was entirely freed from the temptation, 

i Happy are they that are ſenſible of the 

8 vaſt advantage of aſſiſting at Holy Maſs; 

. for it is the ſource of all ſort of Good. 

*. What grace, what favour, what riches, 

. ſpiritual and corporal, for time, and for 

. eternity ! | 

5 As with earthly kings and princes, it is 

2 all in all to addrefs ourſeIves to them in a 
proper time when they are beſt diſpoſed, 

wy and they are likely to be beſt diſpoſed when 

great honours are done them. So in re- 

gard of God, the propereſt time to obtain 

* of him what we deſire, is the time of Holy 

Maſs, by which he receives an infinite 

"| honour, and in which he takes an infinite 

. complacence: which makes Sz. Chri/o/tome 

ſay, that of all times, Maſs is the moſt ad- 

. vantageous time to negociate with Almighty _ 

| God. For how is it poſſible that Gd 

| ſhould refuſe us any grace we aſk, at the | 


very 


| 
| 


6 
very moment he works ſo many wonders 
in our favour, and gives us his only Son, 
and the ſame Son offers himſelf in ſacriſice 
for us. 


To profit by it 45 we ought, our chief 


deſign muſt be to render to God that due 
honour which this ſacrifice only can render 
him. Then to obtain pardon and remiſ- 


fion of our ſins, and the grace to overcome 


temptations, and to fulfil the duties of our 
ſtate and employment as-we ought. That 
peace may be maintained in our family, 
and that each may. increaſe in perfection 
according to God's merciful deſigns. 


An infinity of bleſſings are wanting to 
us, and we are oppreſſed with as many, 


evils and miſeries. We have in the ſacri- 


fice of Holy Maſs, a treaſure ſo great, that. 


all bleſſings are contained .in it, and an. 
univerſal remedy. againſt all. our miſeries; 
and for want. of knowing how to make uſe 
of it, we are ſpiritually poor, and oppreſſed. 
with miſeries. In order then to make. 
our advantage of our treaſure, we.may uſe. 


the following method.. 


( #7 ) 


5 The manner of aſſiſting at Holy Maſi, when 

8 awe conſider it as an impetratory ſacrifice, 
for which end Chriſt inſtituted it, that we 

f might thereby obtain all neceſſary graces 10 

a love and ſerve God. | 

r | . 1 

A AT THE BEGINNING OF Mass. 

bY 78 5 7 

rc | Conſideration. 

it | 


7, Onſider yourſelf in the preſence of 
(7 God as a poor beggar at the gate of a 
prince, infinitely rich, liberal, and power- 
to ful. Then reflect that Jeſus Chriſt aſſures 
V you that you ſhall obtain whatever you aſk 
1 his Father in his name; and moreover that 
he will come down from heaven to join 
his prayers with yours, and to renew the 
Sacrifice of the Holy Croſs for you, and 
apply the merits of it to you. 


| Afﬀettions, 
O my God, I am ſenfible of my great 


poverty and wants, and of my many mi- 
ſeries in body and ſoul; of my infirmities 
and weakneſs in the one, paſſions and vi- 
| cious inclinations in the other, My ſoul 
defiled with fin, my heart narrow for want 
of Divine Loye, And in the little good I 
8 5 | do, 


- EC) | 
do, there is ſo much droſs cauſed by ſelf- 
ſeeking, and ſelf-love, that. there will be 
little or nothing worthy of your regard ; 
and what is moſt deplorable 1s, that I feel 
my miſeries and wants, and cannot free 
myſelf from them, 

Come then, my God, and drive away all 
that you diſlike in me, for no leſs a power 
than yours can do it; caſt out all that is 
hurtful to me, and cleanſe my heart from 
all that loathſome corruption which dwells 
in it. Baniſh thence for ever the tyranny 


of ſelf-love, under which I groan, together ö 


with all that is ſenſual; and ſince my heart 
is ſo narrow, enlarge it, I beſeech you, to 
a capacity fit to entertain and love you. 

O my God, ſince you have been pleaſed 
to give me your only Son, I cannot think 
you will refuſe me what I aſk, for he being 
mine by your free gift, I offer him to you 


with all his merits; which offering I am 


ſure you will graciouſly accept; and after 
having received from me a preſent of ſo 


great value, what return may I not hope 


from you, who will not be outdone by any 
of your creatures. I dare affirm that what- 


ever I can requeſt, or you can. give, will 


not be worth the victim I offer you; which 
raiſes my hopes to an aſſurance of obtain- 


ing 


— 
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ing what I aſk: for what can you deny 
me, when I offer you your Divine Son? 


| During the Epiftle and Goſpel. Confideration, 


Reflect, that the ſource of all your evils 
is the darkneſs of your underſtanding thro' 
want of faith: which darkneſs is the cauſe 
of all you do amiſs. For did you know 
and underſtand truth, and what God is, 
you would never ceaſe to love him; and 
in all you did, you would ſeek him only 
and his intereſt, and by conſequence could 
never offend him. „ 


Aſfections. 


O my God, the darkneſs I live in, for 
want of a ſufficient light, is the chief cauſe 
of my misfortune and defects. I own it is 
a juſt puniſhment for my fins, and for my 
having ſo often ſlighted the light you gave 
me; refuſing to make uſe of it as I ought, 
when it would have led me through virtue 
to felicity, and through grace to glory. 1 
therefore have deſerved to be deprived of 
it, and to have my underſtanding obſcured 
with ignorance, and ſubject to deceit and 
error, VV > 
O pardon me, my God, and in your 
mercy now diſperſe thoſe clouds of darkneſs 
1 and 


| | | 
\| Fe" | 
| | ( 50) 
| 


and ignorance which overſhade me. Let 


pour light ſhine with ſuch piercing beams, | 
as may not only illuminate my darkneſs, 

| \ but alſo melt and inflame my heart, and 
make it fit to receive your impreſſions. 
Take from me that ſadneſs which darkneſs 
breeds, and give me that ſpiritual cheer- 
fulneſs and joy which no created good can 
give, nor evil deprive me of, and which 
you only can beſtow. Give me a profound 


humility which ſprings from the light that : 
ſhews me to myſelf as I am in your eyes. q 
Let it humble but not deject me. \ 
O did I believe, as I ought, that humility y 
and ſufferings is the ſecure way to glory, [ b 
ſhould not have ſo great a repugnance to 
what is humbling, not fo great a horror 
of the leaſt ſuffering, mortification, or ſelf- 
denial, ſince faith teaches me that it is the 0 
only way to heaven. All is poſſible to thoſe a 
\ that have faith, ſays our Lord, and one y 
j grain of it is ſufficient to tranſport moun- 11 
jig tains. How can I then be ſaid to have any, le 
bl fince I am not able to ſurmount the leaſt h 
fi difficulty? When ſhall IJ have it? When ir 
Wl you, my God, ſhall pleaſe to beſtow ſo 0! 
1 precious a gift upon me; for unleſs you ir 
gie it, I cannot have it. I beg it then, in 01 
= the name of Jeſus Chriſt your only Son, cl 


who 18 going to ſacrifice himſelf for me 
on 
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(7 
on this Altar, for whoſe ſake I beſeech you 
to open and enlighten my underſtanding 
with your Divine Light, that I may com- 
prehend the maxims of my ſalvation and 


perfection, and rectify my heart that | may 
cordially embrace the ſame. 


At the Offertory. Conſiderations 


Let the bread and wine there offered 
mind you of your own ſoul and body ; as 
that is offered to be changed into the body 
and blood of Chriſt, beg he will pleaſe to 
work in you a like change, transforming 
your ſoul and body into a reſemblance of 


him. 


Aecliont. 


My Lord and my God, permit me to 


offer you my ſoul and body with the bread 


and wine that is offered you by the Prieſt 
your Miniſter, to the end it may be changed 


into the body and blood of your Son; ſo 


let me be changed into a reſemblance of 
him. All is pure in him, and all profane 


in me. It was to reform what the malice 


of the devil and ſin had defaced of your 
image, that my Saviour immolated himſelf 
on the croſs, and it is for that he now ſa- 


| crifices himſelf on our altars. Repair that 


E 2 | image 


LE 
image in me with the precious blood that 
ran from the wounds of your Divine Son ; 


and with the water that iſſued from his 
ſacred fide, waſh away all that defiles my 


ſoul. Change thoſe perverſe and inveterate 
inclinations which draw me to ſin; and in 

lace of them, give me what may make 
me truly pleaſing to you, as NN. change 


my tepidity into fervour, and my love of 


eaſe into an unalterable patience. 

What will it coſt you to work this 
change? one word from your ſacred mouth 
will preſenly change the bread and wine 
into the ſubſtance of the body and blood of 
your Son; add one more in my favour, 
and it will ſuffice to make a faint of a ſin- 
ner. At the birth of time, as ſoon as you 
had pronounced that word, Light be made, 
it preſently ſhined over the whole univerſe, 
Speak the ſame word in behalf of my un- 
derſtanding, and thoſe thick clouds which 
darken it will at the ſame inſtant be diſ- 
perſed. You commanded that the earth 
ſhould produce flowers and fruits, and imme- 
diately it did ſo. O if you would but ſpeak 
after that manner to my ſoul, though but 
one word with the abſolute tone of Maſter, 
however barren it be, it would preſently 
become fruitful in all ſorts of good works. 
Say only, Behold my ſervant, and * 
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it with I ſhall have all the qualities of a good 
3 one; as real fidelity, prudence, &c. 0 
18s WW that] could ſubſtitute myſelf in place of 
& the bread and wine, to be changed in ſome 
te ſort into you! If you ſaid of me, This is 
n my body and my blood, what admirable 
&& effects would not thoſe words work in me. 


5 At leaſt pleaſe to ſay, This is my image, 
of and I ſhall be truly to. | 


At the Elevation. Conſideration. 


Reflect that Jeſus Chriſt deſcends from 


| heaven upon your altars, to intercede in 


r, WF favour of you; and it is to obtain you the 
N- graces you ſtand in need of, that he renews 

py the ſacrifices he offered upon Mount Gas 

e, 


vary. 
Actions. 


What joy for me, my moſt amiable Sa- 
viour, that you will pleaſe to deſcend from 
heaven to earth in this conjuncture, when 
your preſence is ſo neceſſary. I adore and 
reverence you as my God, and I love you 
as my Saviour, You being both my Sa- 


ol viour and my God, what may I not hope 
tly for? I beſeech you, have compaſſion on 
Ks. my miſeries. Let not your deſcent from 
of heaven to earth be in vain to me, What 
1 
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can your heavenly Father refuſe you in 
this ſtate of victim ? The profound reſpect 
with which in mortal fleſh you petitioned 
his Divine dre any: made you be ever 
heard; and when did you ever appear in 
his preſence with more reſpect, and in a 
more humble poſture, than at preſent ? 
Speak then, dear Saviour, for me; let all 
your wounds, as ſo many mouths, plead my 
cauſe. Can you refuſe me this at the very 
time you have the goodneſs to deſcend, and 
to ſacrifice yourſelf for me upon the altar? 
that is what I cannot believe. 

But as I know. myſelf unworthy to be 


heard, 2 ſo often refuſed to hear and 


obey your voice, I implore the interceſſion 
of your Bleſſed Mother, and of your Holy 
Angels; and I aſſure myſelf, you will not 


refuſe to hear them who never offended 


you in the leaſt. 

O ſacred Queen of heaven and earth ! 
you are the Mother of my Saviour, and 
you are alſo mine, though I am a ſinner. 
Have as much compaſſion for me as you 
have power with your Son.. Employ your 
credit in petitioning for me his unworthy 
member, and obtain me what you ſee I 
moſt want, to become truly pleaſing to 
him and you, * 


O-Holy _— make appear your love 
to 
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call you Father, I cannot but expect you 


(3s) 
to me on God's account. Let not the ad- 
vantage you enjoy in being diſengaged from 
a corruptible body make you leſs com- 
aſſionate the unhappy circumſtances of a 


| ſoul kept down by the weight of her cor- 
ruptible body. Pray for me to your King 


and mine, and obtain me the entire vic- 
tory over all his enemies and mine, both 
in life and death. 

And be mindful alſo of our afflicted 
friends in purgatory: you who preſent the 
prayers of the ſaints before the throne of 
God, offer him this Sacrifice of Holy Maſs 
to obtain their deliverance; eſpecially of 
NN. who fo ardently deſire to ſing the 
praiſes of God with you. 


At the Pater noſter. Conſideration. 


Remember, when you addreſs yourſelf to 
the eternal Father by the Pater noſter, to 


beg of him that divine nouriſhment. you 


ſtand ſo much in need of, and prepare 
yourſelf for ſpiritual communion. 


Aections. 


Since you are pleaſed, my God, to look 
on me as your child, and to allow me to 


will 


TW? 
will give me that celeſtial food 1 want. O 
my God, that I might be nouriſhed with 
the divine victim which has now been im- 
molated on our altar! What joy and con- 
tent would it be to me! The wearied and 
thirſty ſtag deſires not ſo much the cooling 
ſtreams, as my heart docs this victim which 
is the ſource of grace. | 

Come then, my amiable Saviour, the joy 
of my heart and life of my foul. I have 
aſked a great many things of your eternal 
Father; but provided I am ſo happy as to 
poſſeſs and keep you, I will requeſt no 
more, for I have 1 things in you. You 
are my light, my refuge, my comfort, and 
my hope. In you are contained all the 
treaſures of heaven: In you is true wiſdom, 
power, and all happineſs. What remains 
then to be wiſhed or defired more, but only 
that you will pleaſe to remain continually 


with me whilſt on earth, and that I may 


reinain for ever with you in heaven ? 


Then in the heart of Jeſus, which you 


poſſeſs, and by the merits of it, beg of 
Almighty God all your ſpiritual wants, 
eſpecially a happy death: And you may 
then accept of death for love of (tas who 
died for you, and to ſatisfy for all your 
oftences _m_—_ him, : 
A 


1 
A Fourth Deſign which our Lox p had in in- 
ſtituting the Sacrifice of Holy Maſs, was, 
| that it might be a propitiatory Sacrifice to 


obtain F orgrveneſs of Sins, and ſatisfy wg 
them in ail Rigour of Fuſlice. 


A Sacrifice of Expiation, is what we 
offer to obtain remiſſion of our ſins. In fin 
there are two things; the guilt, which is 
the offence of God, and pain due to that 
offence. Sin, if mortal, 1s only blotted 
out by perfect contrition, or attrition joined 
with 1 and the puniſhment due 
to it, only by the painful exerciſe of pe- 
nance, or by the application of the merits 
of our Saviour's life and death. One of 
the principal effects of Holy Maſs, is to 
obtain us the grace of contrition, and to 
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make us partakers of the merits of Chriſt, 

E whoſe ſacred body is offered for the ſins of 
4 men, and for the pain due to them, and 
4 for that intention we ought to offer it. 

Thr What would have become of all man- 
1 kind after the ſin of Adam, had not the 
| ſacrifice offered on the croſs appeaſed the 
. anger of God, and ſatisfied for the injuries 
4 fin had done him? And fince that, what 


would become of men who daily offend 
and injure God, if the ſame Redeemer 
did not daily continue to immolate himſelf 
for 


TW) 
for us upon our altars? By which he re- 
ſtores to his eternal Father the glory which : 


all ſinners, as far as they are able, be- its 
reave him of by their ſins. pur 
Though we ſhould faſt all our lives with que 
bread = water, give all the treaſures of leſſ 
the earth in alms, and employ ourſelves in dit; 
continual prayer, and that to the end of or. 
ages, all this, weighed in the balance of is 
divine juſtice, would not have the weight tea 
of one only Sacrifice of Holy Maſs, which i: 
is of an infinite value; and kf other things, unt 
in compariſon of it, are as nothing. ; 
With what confidence and comfort Say 
ought we to aſſiſt at Holy Mals, it being the 
the moſt powerful means to ſatisfy entirely ce 
for our fins? Juſt the ſame as if we had ma 
been preſent at Calvary, and taking up the gift 
blood which fell from our Saviour's wounds the 
to the ground, had offered it to his eternal I hin 
Father, in ſatisfaction, and to have ob- the 
tained pardon for all our fins. As we ſh den 
ſhould not then have doubted of it, we his 
ought no more to queſtion it now, when I has 
at Holy Maſs we offer the ſame blood unto I {eri 
his Divine Majeſty, to fatisfy for them. tha 
If with a firm faith and ſincere ſorrow we ane 
do ſo, there is no offence, however great, IM bee 
which this ſacrifice will not waſh away. N 
OOt 


Yet 


6 


Vet though the Sacrifice of Maſs be of 


its own nature infinitely ſatisfactory for the 
puniſhment due to fin, nevertheleſs the 


quantity of the application is greater or 


leſſer, according to the greater or ſmaller 


diſpoſition of them for whom it is offered, 


or of them that are only preſent at it; it 
is what the words of the ſacred Canon 
teaches ; whoſe faith and devotion is known 
to thee for whom we offer, and who offers 
unto thee. | 
When you aſſiſt at Holy Maſs, offer our 
Saviour's precious blood to the eternal Fa- 
ther, beſeeching his Divine Majeſty to re- 


ceive the blood of his only Son, which you 


may offer as belonging to you by his free 
gift. Beg him to take it and pay himſelf 
therewith, for what you are indebted to 
him by your fins; and aſk victory over 
them, and pardon for them. Have confi- 
dence that he will grant your requeſt for 
his dear Son's ſake, but acknowledge that 
having ſo long continued in fin, you de- 
ſerve to die in it; nevertheleſs hope in 
that precious blood that pleads for you, 
and demands its price and ſalary, having 


been ſhed to cleanſe you from your fins. 
There is not a more powerful means to 


obtain true contrition than the Sacrifice of 
Holy Maſs. Let ſinners who defire their 


converſion 


( 60 ) 
converſion come with confidence to it: 


Jeſus Chriſt will ſpeak in their favour, and 
will appeaſe the juſt anger of his eternal 


Father, and obtain for them the gift of 
penance. This the Council of Trent 
teaches us. 

It is not leſs certain that our Saviour 
communicates to us at Maſs the ſatisfac- 
tions which he offered to his eternal Father 
for us, dying on the croſs; inſomuch that 
the pains we ſo juſtly deſerve in puniſh- 


ment are diminiſhed, if not entirely re- 


mitted, by virtue of the Sacrifice of Mas, 
And not only the living have part in this 
benefit, but alſo the ſouls in purgatory, 
for it is the moſt efficacious and infallible 
means to help and afliſt them. 

The gift of penance being one of the 
fruits of this Sacrifice, fin ought not to 
hinder us from approaching, but rather 
ſhould be a motive for our coming to it, 
For would it be juſt to hinder the fick from 
uſing remedies, or keep the dead from the 
ſource of life? It is by this Sacrifice that 
we obtain the grace of penance; and if 
ſinners return from it as they come, with- 
out the leaſt change, it is not becauſe the 
blood of jeſus Chriſt did not cry for mercy 
in their favour, but becauſe they rejected it. 


A 


(6) 
A reaſon why we reap ſo little fruit from 
ſo powerful a means, is becauſe we aſſiſt 


| at it after ſo cold and tepid a manner, If 
= | we reflected, as we ought to do, that Chriſt 
, labours there for our reconciliation with 

bis eternal Father, as moſt certainly he 
1 does, ſhould we not Join with him ? He 


there endeavours to repair the honour our 


to ſatisfy his offended juſtice. We ought 
A then certainly to keep ourſelves at leaſt 
united to Jeſus as much as poſſible during 
the time of Maſs, that ſo the Sacrifice may 
be fully accompliſhed according to his 
merciful deſigns on us. 

We muſt conſider the Sacrifice of Maſs 
as the monument of peace between God 
6 and us by means of Jeſus Chriſt. The 

altar may put us in mind of Mount Cal- 


© vary, where with his precious blood he 
cr WW cancelled our debts, and eſtabliſhed us 
- again in the grace and favour of his eternal 
0 


Father, and the ſame he performs on our 
the altars. If the leaſt venial fin deſerves 
hat death, we ought to die, elſe to find a vice 
Lit WM tim to be ſacrificed in our place; this 
victim is Chriſt, who dies daily, and is 
offered for the ex piation of our fins. 


O exceſs of goodnefs! my dear Redeemer, 


F for 


fins ſnatch from his Divine Majeſty, and 


not content to have once paid the debt due 
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for my ſins, with the price of his precious 
blood ſhed on Mount Calvary, but daily 
continues to pay it by offering himſelf for 


the ſame end in the Sacrifice of Holy Maſs. 


What can be compared to this charity? 
Who is like my Saviour in goodneſs, who 
gives himſelf and the treaſures of his me- 
rits to pay what I owe for my ſins. 


A Manner of Hearing Maſs when we con- 
ider it at a propitiatory Sacrifice for our 
Sins, for which End we muſt offer it. 


Conſideration. | 


W HEN the Prieſt is at the ſteps of the 


altar reciting the Confiteor, imagine 
yourſelf to appear in the ſight of Almighty 
God all covered with fin, which is fo de- 
teſtable to him. Conceive a true confuſion, 
and humbly acknowledge yourſelf a finner, 
and incapable of repairing the injury you 
have done to God, or ſatisfying for your 


ſins; then reflecting that Jeſus Chriſt offers 


to ſatisfy his eternal Father for you, raiſe 
your hope and confidence in his goodneſs, 


AfFections. 


My moſt dear Saviour, you are my only 
hope. Your preſence puts fear and deſpair 
. oY 5 7-7" 
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„ 
to flight; it is in your ſacred merits that I 
place all my truſt and confidence, How ÞK 
great is my obligation to you, my dear Re- 
M deemer, for vouchſafing to be my bail, and 
J to pay thoſe debts which I could never 
„have paid. If malice could have equalled 
ſo great a goodneſs, mine had done it, ſince, 
inſtead of ſpending my life in loving and 
ſerving ſo good a Lord, I have employed 
it in oftending you. 
How often have I abuſed your goodneſs, 
flighted your friendſhip, contemned your 
love, and turned the ſtream of mine (which 
you only can challenge and deſerve) to- 
wards creatures; thus preberring my own 
will to yours, 
| Behold here a copious ſubject for your 
pardon, and an ample object to exerciſe | 
your mercy on. Pardon, O infinite Abyſs 
of mercy, pardon the multitude of my of- 
fences. From the bottom of my ſoul I 
cry to you, I have ſinned, and my fins are 
in number more than the hours of my. life; 
but though equal to the minutes have 
lived, your mercy pardons all, and for one 
Peccavi from the heart are remitted ; O 
ſorgive my unfaithfulneſs. Beſides your 
pardon for the paſt, give me amendment 
only for the future. Give me grace by the me- 
pair rits of this Sacrifice to fin no more ; or if 
F 2 ſin 
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at leaſt grant me a perfect contrition. In- 


1 may love you purely for yourſelf. 

O love of my God, which as much ex- 
ceeds our love as you Lord excel us ! you 
witneſs it by dying for us, not only once, 
but daily dying myſtically on our Altars. 
Give me a gratitude as ample as theſe be- 
nefits. Take from me what is mine, and 
odious, and give me what belongs to you. 
Give me an upright heart, and a will con- 


words, and actions, let me have no other 
aim but your will and greater glory. 
O my God and Father! but ſhall I dare 
call you fo, after having ſo much offended 
vou t Being ſenſible of my unworthineſs, 1 
durſt not do it, were it not for the precious 


offer for me. If my ſins provoke your juſt 


fion. If you are deaf to my ſighs and 
tears, you will not be ſo to his Blood, which 
cries louder than that of Abel, not for 
puniſhment but pardon of my crimes, 
Befides I know you had rather be eſteemed 
the Father of mercy than the God of ven- 


you will not reject a contrite and humble 


ſin be ſtill neceſſary to ſuppreſs my pride, 


kindle in my heart that flame charity, that 


formable to yours, and in all my thoughts, 


Blood your Son ſhed, which he will here 


anger, his Elood will move your compaſ- 


geance; all which makes me hope that 


heart; 
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, || Heart; eſpecially when preſented by your 


Son, who, as our High Prieſt, is going to 


t immolate himſelf in favour of me; for his 
| ſake receive me again as your child. Say 
- to the ear of my heart, You are my child, 


which words will give a new life, and 
breathe a better ſoul into me. Imprint in 
my heart and actions the character of a 
good child; and give me not only that 
which children uſe to want and Fathers 
beſtow, but give me what the depth of my 
neceſſity requires, and the greatneſs of your 
goodneſs knows how-to give. Change my 
heart into that temper which may pleaſe 
you moſt. Give me a humility as pro- 
found as the nothing from whence I came, 
or rather as deep as the abyſs into which 
my fins have caſt me. Renew in me your l 
image which by fin I have defaced, and 
deſtroy all that is offenſive in me, and 
make me what I ought to be, for to be your 
worthy child. Let neither pleaſure, fear, 
er ſtartle me from my duty, os 
make me oftend you. 


bn Tine of the Epifle and Goſpel. 
3 Conſideration. : 


Roflett;/ 1 all your ſins are bes | 
of Ty law, which you ought to have 
Han: F3 imxnviolably 


* 
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inviolably obſerved. How ungrateful have 

you been to have preferred to it the law 
of fleſh and blood, and of your own will. 
Beg grace, that for the future you may 
make the LINE Law the rule of all our 

actions. 


Aﬀettions, 


; 


O my God, in hearing your law read, 


do I not hear my condemnation ? ſince l 
have, not made it the rule of my life, nor 


preferred it before all things, as I ought 
to have done, but, on the contrary, have 


preferred my own will and the law of fleſh 


and blood. I have not only omitted to 
do what it ordained, but have alſo done 


what it forbids. I know my faults exceed 
all pardon and mercy but yours, which is 
infinite, and which your goodneſs excites 
my heart to hope for, and my tongue to 
aſk. For though your facility in pardon- 


ing be ſo great, yet it behoves me humbly 


to aſk it; Iwill then make it the firſt 'of 


my many requeſts. 


Pardon, O infinite goodneſs, 8 none 


elſe will. You have writ my pardon in 
bloody characters, let not the black in- 
gratitude of my ſins have force to blot it out. 
Had I as many lives to give as you Hape re- 
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ranſom to redeem my ſins, and too poor 
an offering of thankſgiving for my redemp- 
tion and your ſufferings. 

Grant, my dear Lord, that for the fu- 
ture no terror may have power to make 
me lin, no torment to remove me, nor 
pleaſure to entice me from your love. Take 


me wholly to yourſelf, but better me in 


the taking. Take ſoul and body; let my 


body be immured with your law, and my 


ſoul centered in yourſelf; that the one 


may never more tranſgreſs, nor the other 
have any motion but from you. Put your 
mark upon me, imprint the ſign of Tau 
upon my forehead, that wherever 1 go, it 


may be viſible that I am yours, f 


But how dare petition ſo great a fink 
after ſuch great infidelities ? It is the con- 
fidence I have in your goodneſs that en- 
courages me; for did 1 not believe you 
were more prone to mercy than to- juſtice, 
1 ſhould not have preſumed to alk it. 


At the Offertory.. Confideration. : 


Reflect that all your evils come from 
preferring a ſenſual life before a ſpiritual 
one; which the bread and wine may re- 
preſent to you as ſuſtaining the corporal. 
life. Be confounded, and beg my to do 


N for the future. 


is 
* 
& & * if 


* 
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AﬀeSions. 5 


My God, confiding i in the merits of the 
victim that is going to be offered to you; 
I hope, and beg pardon for the too great 


tenderneſs and care I have taken of this 


body of corruption, which has cauſed moſt 
of my faults. Paſſion and ſenſual pleaſures 
have drawn me to ſin; and yet, though L 


know them to be enemies who conſpire 


my ruin, I cannot reſolve to declare war 
againſt them. Aſſiſt me, my God, with 
your all- powerful grace; for as it is impoſ- 
fible for me to riſe from my ill habits and 


my ſelf- love without your help, ſo neither 


can I ſtand, that is, be faithful to you, 


without the continuance of your mercies. 


Grant me both through the merits of Chriſt 


your Son, and my fweet Saviour, who is 


going to ſacrifice himſelf for me. 
My dear Saviour, bleſſed be this hove 


in which you are going to offer to 


eternal Father, for my ſalvation, and 2 


remiſſion of my ſins, the greateſt of facri- 
fices, that is yourſelf. . A far leſs ſacrifice 


from fo great a Prieſt, could not chuſe but 
find acceptance. What then may I not 
hope from this, in which you are not 
only. the Prieſt that. offers it, but alſo the 


eis offered, 3) hum: 


ſins, 


I hope for no leſs than pardon "of my 
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fins, and all that may be for your glory, 
and my ſoul's good ; as a pious life, and a 


"BY --- 


moſt happy death ; the accompliſhment of 

; all your merciful deſigns over me: and that 
2 you will pleaſe to change my heart into a 
* heart that may reſemble yours, and be ac- 
t cording to your deſire. I purely deſire this, 
= that it may be leſs unworthy to be pre- 

1 ſented to you. Imprint your law in it, and 
* give me the grace to obſerve it, and to 
F cafe it to be obſerved. Bleſs, ad look 
h favourably upon all in this Family, and give 
2 them all that your mercy has deſigned for 
them, as alſo to all my friends and relations. 
* Make them your faithful ſervants, and grant 
s them the grace to live holily and die A 
. pily. 
( | 
i At the Elevation. Conſideration. 
* Repreſent to yourſelf Jeſas Chriſt faſ- | 
* tened to a Croſs, to expiate the fins of all 
* mankind. Conſider in his paſſion, as in a f 
I faithful mirrour or glaſs, how enormous ; 
5 ſin is. At this ſpectacle, excite your heart | 
" to. conceive ſo great a ſorrow of them, as 
ve never more to commit them. | 
E . ” | * Aﬀections, 5 


0 my foul! what is repreſented to us by | 
i | 
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the body of Chriſt on the one ſide and his 
blood on the other, and himſelf lifted up 
in the Hoſt, but his Sacred death on the 
Croſs ? all that our eyes behold here, is a 
lively repreſentation of the bloody Tragedy 


acted upon Mount Calvary. 


My divine Saviour, after having adored 
you as my God, permit me to aſk you what 
has reduced you to this deplorable condi- 
tion? 'tis fin; tis to expiate the diſobedience 

found in all the fins of mankind; that you 
are obedient even to the death of the croſs; 
as alſo to ſatisfy for the pains they deſerve, 


that you ſuffer ſuch fad torments. 


O infinite goodneſs, to ſuffer ſo much for 
me your enemy, who had a hand in all you 
ſuffer ! 'twas not fo much Judas that be- 
trayed you, as my treacherous heart ; not 


ſo much the ſoldiers that ſtruck, reviled, 


and ſpit upon you, as did my paſſions, 


'Twas my ſenſuality that ſcourged you; my 


gluttony that gave you gall; in ſhort, twas 
my fins that nailed you to the croſs, drew 
all the blood from your veins, and bereaved 


you of life. 


Lord, what have I done in ſinning? ta- 
ken away your life, and crucified you anew. 
After ſuch proceedings, I might with rea- 


ſon deſpair, did I not hear you pray upon 


the croſs for your Crucifiers, which 


prayer 


cannot 


Yo 
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cannot fail to be heard, and to obtain what 
it aſks, and that is the pardon of my fins. 
Add to this favour the grant of NN. and a 
true and perfect ſorrow. for having ever of- 
y fended you, which may pr reſerve me from 

doing it again. I here offer myſelf in ſa- 
tisfaction for my ſins, and to ſafer for your 
love whatever you pleaſe, provided you will 
grant me your love and your grace, which I 
moſt heartily beg through the merits of this 
Sacrifice ; .and. that you will pleaſe to unite 
all I ſhall do and ſuffer to your. ſacred me- 


rits ; without which, all I can perform 
will avail me nothing, 


At the Agnus Dei. " Coniliration. 


Be perſuaded that you can never better 
atone, and ſatisfy for your ſins, than by 

offerin g Chriſt and his Sacred Merits (which 
you poſſeſs in communion) both to his 
eternal F ather, and to himſelf, Tis like- 
wiſe the moſt efficacious means to preſerve 
you from falling into fin. . Therefore when- 
ever you offer up the Sacrifice of holy Maſs 


do c Oo 


for your ſins, fail not to communicate at 


ta- len . 


ah 024: Aﬀedtion. 
don Sbche my moſt amiable Jeſus, como; 3 for 
5 you come chiefly for ſinners, Come then 


to 


Fl 


_ 
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to me who am the moſt unworthy of them. 


But before you enter to make your offer- 


ing, conſecrate the temple of my heart ſo 


much defiled by ſin, and profaned by 


the 


idol ſelf- love. Break and deſtroy that ene- 
my of yours; and ſince all things are poſ- 


ſible to you, change the love I bear my- 
ſelf into your love, and ſo make a great 


ſaint of a great ſinner. 


Pardon, deareſt Lord, my fins and miſ- 


demeanors for your mercy's ſake, for tho' 


I do. not deſerve it, yet you having merited 
You 
have done abundantly more than ſufficient 
to ſatisfy for all my debts ; I therefore lay 
claim to pardon. Grant it me then, fince I 
can pay you more than enough ; for I give 
you, dear Jeſus, your death and paſſion, 

which you have given me, with the which 
you muſt needs be ſatisfied, and I cleared 


it for me, I requeſt it on your ſcore. 


from guilt. 


What will you loſe by forgiving me ? 
Who will blame you for that mercy ? On 
the contrary, you will acquire great glory 
by it ; for it is ever more glorious to your 
name to fave than to condemn; it is there- 
Pardon that vaſt multitude 


fore I beg it. 


of my fins which I have incurred, partly 
through Ignorance, but much more thro 
wilfulneſs; ; in both 1 have offended you. 

Cure 


C28 } 


Cure alſo thoſe wounds they have cauſed 
in me; your wiſdom knows the depth of 
them! N E is LINE: and your L 


been. 

The inveteracy of no diccaſe can make 
reſiſtance, if you e all maladies will 
obey you. Say to me only, as to the 
leper, volo mundare, that word will feſtore 
me to petfect health: For as your word 
alone created me, ſo your word can again 
repair me. No diſtemper can temain in 
me, if you will but fay you will have me 
be freed. Take away the cauſe, pull up 
the root, felf-tove, which is the Wigin' of 
all. 5 oo po : 1 
9 Eis- you AE Ferre whit: 7 ale 
than f de who alk it: grant it me then, 
to fulfil your defire. Give me alſo love, 
ent a true zeal of your lory ; but give 

e plenty, for I cannot be ſatisfied with a 
rel nor is It 915 fe for your name to 
give ſparingly: My "Jeſus do this for me, 
and ler ite 26 hl you deſird of me, 


and I will beſtow the, remainder. of my life 
in petfortning it: Or if you think fit to 


bg > ry y-fins: and miſdetileanors, 
beg if may be ib, as to correct and not 


G | | harden | 
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To,» 
harden me, as ; to bring me to you, a and not 
drive me from np] { HE 


* 


Motiven to rai aife our Elen of Hoy Mass, 
Ya and to Aiſpoſe us lo profit by it. 


'Maſs is the golden key of heaven, God 
: the Father gives it. you, and with it we 


the fault muſt be; ours, for God, by this 


liberally... beſtow. them upon us, did we 
not hinder him by not diſpoſing ourſelves 
to receive them. If we draw but little 
advantage from Holy Maſs, it is our own 
fault; if our debts are ſtill great, it is a 
gu we de not take care to pay them by 
the means ; God has ſo bountifully furniſhed 
us with. wr 1 

St. Chry ſoſtome ſays that the Angels are 
ſo well ina: with. the efficacy of the 
Maſs, that they, are in expeation till it 
begins, judging it the moſt favourable op- 
portunity to obtain favours for us of Al- 
mighty God. 4 4125 
All the value and efficacy, hick was 
| originally in, the bloody, ſac fice on the 
: croſs i 3s h e to the vnbloody 


„ 


1 ſacrifice 


5 1 | 2 


may have all other bleſſings if we will. 
If then we find ourſelves poor in virtue 


key, opens his treaſures to us, and would 


of their natural conſtitution, are hot able 


little, it will be but little, We may gain 


by twenty without devotion. 


{elves entirely to God, and to. 


vour daily to aſſiſt thereat; firſt, that you 


all his creatures; particularly on yourſelf 


(2) | 
facrifice of the Maſs, by which ſacrifice 
the former ts applied.; | 

Though our fins are forgiven by abſo- 
es he there commonly remains. ſome 
temporal puniſhment to be undergone 
either here or in Purgatory. Holy Maſs, 
if, well, made uſe of, is abundant fatisfac- 
tion to the Divine Juſtice for our debts, 
though never ſo great. What a comfort 
ought this to be to thoſe who, by reaſon 


to practiſe many or great auſterities ; and 
what return ſhould we make to our Saviour 
tor the ſame. 


If our devotion, in aſſiſting at Vas, be 
great, our advantage will be alſo great; if 


more by hearing one Maſs devoutly, than 


The Sacrifice of Holy Maſs i is but the 
8 and particular means to 4 our- 


and re- 
ceive from him all ſort of graces. Endea- 


may worthily honour and adore God in all 
the extent of his divine perfections, and 
him for all the graces and fayours his 
mercies have, and do daily beſtow upon 


and all that relates to you, as each one of 
G 2 his 
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„ 
his family, and to ſatisfy his juſtice for all 


your own ſins, and to obtain of his good- 


neſs thoſe gifts and graces: neceſſary 
for yourſelf, but for all bels for 
whom he has ſhed his moſt. inc 
blood. - won 
The reaſon Why we 
Holy Maſs is, becauſe we go to it With ſo 
little ſenſe of the immenſe treaſures which 
are communicated to us by means of it: 
as if the blood of a Gedi were A thing of 
{ſmall account to merit us. heaven, to ob- 
tain us pardon for our ſins, to appeaſe the 
Divine juſtice, and to acknowledge wor- 
thily the favours God hath done us; andlhis 
love for us in the moſt bleſſed Sacrament ; 
all which is ee of mes means of 


only 


Holy Maſs. 


That you may reap the aifenided ptoßt 
your ſoul, you muſt prepare yourſelf 
daily for hearing Maſs, as if you were to 
communicate; that is, with as great purity 
as you can; and beg our Lord, who inſti- 
tuted this great Sacrifice, to renew the 
memory of his death and paſſion, and the 
efficacy of it, to grant you the grace, not 
partake 
of this divine myſtery according to bis 


for 


only 


to aſſiſt at it, 


merciful gw” 


1 10 


but alſo to 


+4 


not 


profit fo little by 


10 


o Ab 


tha 


(7) 


d to part ** more fully of the efficacy 

1 of I FA Malt, When we conſider it as a 
— Bacrifice of propitiation for our ſins, we 
t muſt 1 maky, acts of ſorrow. for them. 8 
And when we offer it as an impetratory 
TR we muſt actually requeſt ſome- 
thing in general or particular ; ; otherways 
we, let the credit of 1 t e Son of God, which 
18 communicated to us, remain uſeleſs and 
unprofitable. For as we all want merits 
»hich might, find, credit with God, we 
muſt not omit to offer thoſe which Chriſt 
gained. by, the, Sacrifice he offered on the 
Croſs, which he has given to us, and they 
are applied and communicated to us by the 
Sacrifice of the Altar. 

Whenever v we haye any thing to aſk of 
Almighty God, the true and beſt means to 
obtain it is to requeſt it in conſideration of 
the maſſes that are ſaid upon earth, and in 
reſpect of the merits of the Son * God, 
which are ee to us * means of 
them. 


An Ohiatin of ihe Sacrifice of Holy Ws, | 
to be made before Mafs. 


My God, I acknowledge that I merit not 
ſo much as. the leaſt of your favours, and 
that I have nothing ; whuch « can move yo 
ON „ "23" 


678 


to unlock your treafures, ot be ow upon 
me what I ſtand in need of. Bat k 8 
jeſus my Saviour has made me heir” of all 
80 Toth of his life and death, Het ap- 
plies them to me by the Satrifice” "Holy 
Maſs ; offer them to yop, and 'by* Toes. 
beg that you will Piel to grant me all 
that is neceſſary for my Sanctification, ang 
the perfection you require of me; togethet 
with a perfect onen which may - waſh 
away all my ſins; alſo Ur 1808 in Dick 
1 oy live Md die; and all virtues at 4; 
ſuitable to my vocation, and het water 
and ſupernatural talents necefſary for dude 
amplification of your honour and glory ; 
and the comforts of this life in fach 
degree as maß be neceſſary for my; 
vation. 6 wh 
I alſo beg the converſion of ſinners, as 
perſeverance of the Juſt, the Sanctificatior 
of thoſe that, are under my care, the ex- 
altation of eur Holy Mother the Church, 
the extirpation of hereſies; the conſolition 
of the afflicted, ,the proſperity of my pa- 
rents and relations; the pardon of my ene- 
mies: and that you will pleaſe to ſhower 
down your bleſſings upon our holy * ather 
the Pope, and all Chrittian Princes; eſpe- 
cially bob our King, Veen, and Pri Ce: 
and gtant 1 England, and alt” iſbe⸗ 


lieving 


v 


lieving Kingdoms: may converted to the 
ttue faith. 


engaged to hear him, and to render your- 
ſelf favourable to thoſe: whom he com- 


(59) 


Tis throug h the merits of all 
the maſſes that will, b day be offered 
throughout, the whole world, chat beg 
the grant of theſe” my requeſts. Look not 
on my unwotthineſs, but on the merits of 
your well beloved Son, Which are ſuffi⸗ 
cient to render the moſt unworthy moſt 
deferving of your favours. 

Shew ibereldte, 3 4 Eternal Father, i in 
this opcaſion, both your juſtice, and the 
efficacy of -yotr Son's arts : give him 
that due recompenſe, which I do not de- 
ſerve; I aſk it in his name, and behold him 
coming upon this. Altar to join his prayers 
with my petition, therefore your honour is 
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mands to aſk, in his name, and to whom 
he communicates his merits and credit. 
Behold I am one of them: honout him 
therefore, I befecch you, by granting 0 
what both te and I moſt earneſtly hes ag 
your Divine Majeſty, which is my falva- 
_ and all the foreſaid regte as far 
Ke 17 conduce to your greater 
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of \ the — of | Holy 


An Oblation 
Maſt, which ure the prayers and ceremo- 
- mes that we may partake: . „ 


My God, 1 unite myſelf wh e Prieſt 
my 


a your Church; ſends (AS 15 50 
to your Divine Majeſty 5! 1, join myſelf to 


all the praiſes he. ſhall give vou, and to all 


the adorations he ſhall render you, and 

rayers he ſhall addreſs to vou; and to all 
the good deſires he, {ball conceive. And I 
beg to partake of. the e food hee 1 is 


to receive. Hoi, ono: Is 157 


2 ; "pr 
(71 #193" + 


4 Metbed for 1 MAss aaron. 70 


4 


. the four Intentions * which, ChRIS T 
9 it, 2. our Aer, the 
Cburcz offers "i 1 e 


L Rom che Wal Es Pr Fay Maſs till 


ads of repentance, for your. manifold fins 
committed againſt God, conſidered as yaur 
God, your King, and your Father. 


From the Goſpel. fl Sanctus beſtow. it in 


aQts of l for the many great be- 
nefits you have received; eſpecially for that 


of communicating himſelf to you in the 


adorable Sacrament, 
F rom 


the Goſpel ee yourſelf in making 


_ 


0600 . j—_ po — — hu INS OCT 


( 81 ) 

From Sanctus till after the laſt:Elevation 
beſtow. in oblation of this dreadful Sa- 
crifice, ſaying, great God receive this holy 
Sacrifice in which your Son offers himſelf, 
and is offered by the Prieſt to render you 
due homage and worthy thanks for all 
your benefits. Receive here alſo the en- 
tire Sacrifice. which I make of myſelf ; of 
my body, of my ſoul, and of all that I 
am: which I have united with that of 
your dear Son, for whole ſake receive me, 


and the promiſes made for me at Baptiſm, 


together with thoſe I made at my pro- 
feſſion, which I here renew, and beg by 
the precious blood of Chriſt, which 1 
adore on the Altar, youu to fulfil them 
perfeRtly. . ! 

From that time till Arn Ds, make 
petitions-for all you want, and firſt alk to 
be freed from the evils that may be a Nw 
drance to your falvation ; and which y 
have reaſon to Ran both. GP life and 
at your death. 

Then beg, trough the merits of Chit, 
all that may conduce to God's glory, and 
your own: good ; as pardon of your fins, 
the gifts of faith, hope, and charity, and 
a perfect conformity 'to God's will. A 
pure intention in all you do; a pious life,” 
__ a happy death... 

Pray 


having an ardent deſire to 1 my heart, 


great and admirable are your mercies 


662) 


Pray for your Friends, and for each one 
of the Family you are in, that God will 4 
pleaſe to bring them to that degree of ſanc- 


tity and perfection, which his mercies have 6 
deligned them ; and keep them all united oy 
in perfect peace and charity. EY 


Offer your requeſts for our holy Mother 
the Church ; beg her exaltation, and the | 
extirpation of hereſy ; true repentance for En 
ſinners, a happy death for !thoſe that are 
near or in their agonies; and releaſe from W th. 
purgatory for the faithful rd. eſpe⸗ 4 
cially N N. 

Fr rom Agnus Dei til that lat bleſſing, th; 
employ. 1n preparing for, and making ci thi 


ſpiritual Communion... Produce the pro 


0! 
per acts, to wit, humility, contrition, 6B yo 


a great deſire of receiving your Divine Sa- | | 
viour. For which you may uſe theſe al, 

the like affections. 11 

My ſweet and amiable. Jeſus, I am not an 


worthy that you ſhould think of me, and 
you not only think of me, but alſo offer Ch 
yourſelf. to me in the Holy Euchariſt, W bi 


and to remain for ever with me. How Ro 


how exceſlive 1s your goodneſs !. what f 
is there in me capable to invite you ? or 0 
rather, what! is there not in me to diſguſt I 1h. 


You 


the grace to ſeek no other happineſs but 


bim your moſt grateful thanks, ſaying, 


(83) 


you from coming to me? you can find no- 
thing in me but crimes, infidelities to 
your grace, tepidities in your ſervice, and 
yet you deſire to lodge in my heart! 

Come then, dear Jeſus, come, fot᷑ I truly 
deſire you; come into my heart, and form 
it according to yours. Annihilate that 
pride, ſelf- love and ſelf-will, which you 
find in it, and all other evil ne; 
which diſpleaſe you: and in place of 
them eſtabliſh your hnkility;: meekneſs, 
obedience, zeal, and whatever may ren- 
der me agreeable to your eyes. Grant me 


the accompliſhment | of your will; and 
your greater glory in myſelf, and thoſe 
under my care, that ſo I may expreſs my 
_ to you. By your precious Blood I 
beg this! grace, and that I may ſuppreſs 
all . elf- ſeeking, and intereſt which my 
anyways oppoſe the ſame. 
_ Conſidering with the eyes of faith Jeſus 
Chriſt in you by his Divine Spirit, return 


O "Teſas, with my whole heart, I moſt 
bumbly thank you for all your favours 
and mercies to me; and above all, for the 
frequent vifits you have made me in this 
adorable Sacrament: and for deſcending 
this day from your throne of glory to our 


2 | 


684) 


Altar, to be the food and nouriſhment of my 


ſoul, which I befeech you to take full 
poſſeſſion of, . Wen 5 ever in my 
.. 
D the laſt blefiing, beg Aa Faaker to 
bleſs you, the Son to Avon 4 vou, and the 
Holy Ghoſt to ſanctify you. May the 
blefäin ng of the Father, F000 2880 Holy 
Ghoſt, be upon me, and all I. Thall do; 
and remain ſo for ever, Amen. 
During the laſt Geſpel, give thanks: for 
the favour granted you of Cong at Holy 
Maſs, faying 1 
My Lord, God, and Saviour, I praiſe 
3 thank you, and deſire that all the 
Saints and Ae may bleſs and glorify 
you in «my behalf, for thoſe amorous 
thoughts you had for me from all eter- 
nity, and for all the graces you have be- 
ſtowed on me by means of this great Sa- 
crifice; and for granting me the favour 
of being preſent at it. Increaſe in me 
your love and grace, and grant that du- 
ring this day I may paſs no hour without 
elevating my heart and thoughts to you, 
as à grateful return for: fo great a bleffing, 
Take paſſeſſon of wp Oy er ne, 
4 RY 8M S601 1 wo _— 


”F ©, ere * — on. 
ib: 15 x e E48 10 310 


30 | 7 THE | 
o | 4 I » * „ LI * * 
, - 0 4 * | R 4 s 4 * a 3 4 4 * « # P 
” „ a k 

* | 

of * — 2 T i | N. 
1 0 MK, > | 

* 


We may very hs enrich ourſelves 
4 if every morning, and every hour of the 
day, we offer all the Maſſes that are ſaid 
/ that day and- night throughout the whole 
world for the four ends for which it was 
inſtituted, and is offered: for ſo we ſhall 
render ourſelves partakers of the fruit of 
them all. And there is no hour of the 
day or night in which Mafs. is not ſaid in 
ſome part of the world. 
Whenever we have any thing to. aſk, of 
God, the beſt means to obtain it, is to re- 
queſt it in conſideration of the Maſſes that 1 
are ſaid upon earth, and in reſpect of the 
he I werits of the Son of God, which are 5 
plied to us by means of them; 


„ 


IN Whoever makes Uſe of theſe Methods for 
our Hoh Maſs, 1 beg they will have the Charity, 
me r God's Sake, to foin me with themſelves, 
Jud and my Neceſſities with theirs e that in their 
out Ad of Repentance for. their Sins, they will 
deplore and beg Pardon fan mine in their 
Thankſgiving, that they will render Thanks 
to God for his Mercies to me: in their Ob- 
lation, offer my Heart and Soul to God and 
. their Petition beg for me what they '\requet- 
We r cis Mer, ally the divine Grace: 


and 


2 ( 86) 
and love. And as I hope the Uſe of. theſe t 
Methods will be in ee when I am dead, 1 


J entreat their Charity to b2 mindful of my t 
1 4 in has of ** 2 ä 


il 

Motives to dive us to . 100 for the poor * 
8 oul in P e | : 

We right to be perſuaded that we can- 0 
not exerciſe charity in a manner more * 
pleaſing and agreeable to Almighty God, * 
or more profitable to ourſelves, than in a 
offering this ſacrifice for the ſouls in Pur- * 
gatory. If therefore we give to them * 
thoſe ſatisfactions we could appropriate to © 
ourſelves, we ſhall be well repaid for it. 5 
Firſt, by the merit we ſhall have for that : 
act of charity; and ſecondly, by the gra- 5 
titude of thoſe ſouls in ffn. for us when | 


_— 


they are in heaven, 

When we reſolve to give them this 
great advantage, we may do it in this fol- 
lowing: manner : 

O my Lord and Saviour, fince you are 
pleaſed to charge yourſelf with the fins 
of all, and to pay with your. precious 
Blood the pains juſtly due. to them, be 


picvicd to oer to your eternal Father 
the 


or 


(Þ ) 


the torments of your Paſſion in ex- 


| chang for thoſe which the ſouls in Purga- 


tory ſuffer, 
beg you will mercifully ſhorten, and, 


if it may be, put an end to the pains 


which they ſuffer. 'Tis with my whole 
heart that I give them the ſatisfactions 


which your goodneſs would apply to me 


by virtue and means of this Sacrifice. 
Since, dear Lord, I can give you nothing, 
for what do you Rand in need of? I eſteem 
myſelf happy in contributing ſomething 


to the ſolace of your Friends and Servants; 


thoſe Holy ſouls who feel thoſe devouring 


flames burn with an ardent deſire to ſee 


you. What n for me, thus to 
contribute to it! = 
And you, O Holy 8 Win you all = 
be in poſſeſſion of that heavenly kingdom 
prepared for you, treat with Almighty 
God in my behalf, and obtain for me the 
ſame poſſeſion. Amen. 1 


* . > 


* „ 
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A MANNER O F 


HEARING MASS, 


In Abrour of the Jncabtil ing on Nativity 
of our Saviour ; to be uſel on the 25th of 
each Month, that being the Day of the 
Month that Feſus Chriſt was og 
and born yo Love of us. 


Ar THE BEGINNING « OF THE Mass. 


Ve the prieſt deſcends the ſteps of 
the Altar, reflect how the: world 
had been irrecoverably loſt, if the word of 
God had not been pleaſed to deſcend from 
heaven into the womb of the bleſſed Vir- 
gin, and become man to redeem us from 
eternal Miſery. 

Render thanks to the molt blefled Tri- 
nity, for being pleaſed to make uſe of ſo 
admirable a means to work our Salvation. 
Thank God the Father for loving the 
world ſo much as to give his only Son for 
it. Thank God the Son for abaſing him- 
ſelf ſo far, as to cloath himſelf with our 


fleſh, and ſubject himſelf to our miſeries. 


Thank God the Holy Ghoſt for operating 
this ſo admirable a myſtery and for form- 
ing of the — virgin 8 pureſt blood the 

body 


1 


) 


body of Chriſt, which afterwards was to 
be nailed for us upon a Croſs. 


war hs Ghia in Exe] . 
Reflect * all the Angels. in beayen 


celebrated a' feaſt at the moment the word 


was incarnate; rejoicing that by that means 
men would fill up the vacant places, cauſed 


by the fall of Lucifer and his followers. 
What ought to be our joy who have ſo 
great an intereſt in it! 


But this advantage, we muſt a 


regards only perſons of good- will; that is, 
of a will conformable to God's will, do- 
cile to his voice, and who faithfully prac- 


tiſe his law. Endeavour to be of that 
number. 


A. the her. 
Conſider hone Jeſus Chriſt, from the firſt 


moment of his conception, cloathed with 


human nature, as with ſacerdotal veſt- 
ments, begins his Sacrifice. My God, 
ſaid he, you would have no more oblations 


nor victims, but you have formed me a body. 


Holocauſt and Sacrifices are no more 
agreeable to you for ſin ; then, ſaid I, be- 
* I come, as it ſtands written at, the 

H 3 beginning 
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( 90.) 
beginning of che book. E come, my God, 
to do your will. , . 

Since Jeſus Chriſt is willin to be im- 
molated for your ſins, conceive à firm hope 
to obtain remiſſion of them; beg him to 
offer himſelf again for thoſe you have lately 
committed, that you may obtain pardon 
for them, and the grace of a ſincere re- 
e and contrition. 

Grieve that it was not in your power to 
Vosbetate yourſelf to Almighty God from 
the firſt moment that your ſoul animated 
your body. At leaſt, offer yourſelf now 
to Jeſus Chriſt, united to him as a mem- 
ber of his myſtical body; and reſolve to 


ſacrifice the remainder of your life to the 


accompliſhment of his divine will. if 
At the Canon of the 4x 


Call to hind the longing deſires of the 


Patriarchs and Prophets, to ſee the Meſ- 


fiahs, and the continual ſighs ſent up to 
heaven to beg him to haſten his coming. 
Join yours to theits, and preſs our Saviour 
to deſcend upon the Altar, ſaying with 
thoſe holy ſouls, O heaven, grant us the 
juſt man we expect; he will be to us as a 


refreſhing dew, and will render our ſouls 


fruitful of ll good works, Sao: 1 blot 


— 


At 


69129) 


, Ar the | Con nſecrat tan. 
4 $ the very moment that the Prieſt 
i pronounces the words of Conſecration, 


imagine how the Angels in great numbers 
deſcend: with their Lord King: We announce 
to you great joy, for this day your Saviour 
ts born for vou 

Acknowledge him and adore him under 
the appearance of bread and wine. It is 
the ſame God whom the bleſſed Virgin 
held in her arms, wrapt in ſwadling clouts 
and laid in a Manger. 


At the Div: Mon of the 9. 
When the Prieſt parts the Hoſt, call to 


mind the painful Circumciſion of our 
| Saviour. See how at the ſame moment 
5 that he takes the name of Jeſus, he does 
e. the office, ſhedding his blood for our fal- 
vation. Deſire ardently to recewe that 
Sacred | Blood -into your heart, one drop 
” of it is apable to ſanctify the whole worl 
: Reflect what may be the reaſon why, 1555 


having ſo often received it, vou remain 
till the _ j 


yy y Þ 
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At 


(92) 
4. the. Agne Dei. 


Reflect that it is not without myſtery 
that Jeſus Chriſt is born in a ſtable, which 
is to ſignify that there is no heart, how 


ever poor and vile it be, which he difdains 


to enter, provided it deſires his coming, 
and diſpoſes itſelf for the ſame. Secondly, 
reflect that he is the Lamb of God who 
was ſacrificed on the Croſs for « our ſins, 
and. i is deſirous, on the Altar of our heart, 
to offer himſelf again. to his Eternal Father 
for the ſame end. 1 


Prepare yourſelf for this Divine Victim, 


that your ſoul may be fed with the Body 
2 Blood of the Innocent Edad 


s A. the End Us Mofe. | 


After having received bim r or 
Gy, entertain your Divine Saviour, 
and beg him to remain hidden in your 


art as he was at Nazareth, that, ſo he 


may help you to labour and Work as he 
did his bleſſed parents; and work with 
you joining his hand to yours, without 
which, acknowledge that nothing will be 
done well. | 

Reſolve as much as he ſhall, by his grace 
* you, to be watchful, as careful 

| WS 


hon, 


Ce 


to ſecure him from the perſecutions which 


ſelf * that monſter. 


6 


daily and hourly will be raiſed againſt 
him, attempting at his life: For ſin, as 
well as Herod, ſeeks to deſtroy him. See 
how you may defend him, and arm your- 


A Meainer of Aſifting at Hory Mass, 
- confidering our. Death as a Holacauſt and 
Sacrifice of Thanksgiving. 1t is to prepare 
, for Death, Maſs being the moſt proper 
Trme for that Preparation, fince it is 4 

Commemoration of CHRIST“ Death, in 

which bis Merits are applied t9 us. 


\Onſider your death as a Holocauft or 

Sacrifice of Praiſe, to adore and 
— the greatneſs of God. Endeavour 
to render it ſo by acts conformable, and 


therein employ yourſelf from the * 
of has 1 the Sanctus. | 


4. uh Beginning of Maſe fl 
Confideration. 


| Reflet: Si Gcrifices were 0 to 
b God, who is infinite in all kinds, 
containing in himſelf all greatneſs and 
excellency 3 which to honour worthily, it 
2 ought 


DS 
3 2 Bt 
g So Ex”) 


ought to be with My dfrnion' and ſaeri- 
fice of our lives; life being the' greateſt 
mig we 1 of ourſelves to rl 


Afettons lb 020% 


My God, 88 my . is table, 
yet in acknowledgment of your ſovereign 
dominion over me, and for love of you, 
I am reſolved, as much as in me lies, to 


make it voluntary and, therefore, I now 


freely offer myſelf to it: So that could I 
avoid dying, I would not, that by my 
death I may make reſtitution of all I am 
to your Divine Majeſty who gave it me. 
J rejoice that by death I fhall be no 
more in a condition to reſiſt your will and 
dominion. over me as Lord and Maker. | 
accept of death in ee g for my 
having ſo often done it. 

My God, I acknowledge and. dai 
before heaven and earth, that you only 
are him Bat is, and I rejoice. at it with 
my whole heart; and I, poor creature, am 
her that i not. I embrace, with humble 
ſubmiſſion, the deſtruction of my body, 
which by death is to return to'-du(t or 
nothing Swag whence you drew it. | 
humbly: adore the decrees of your provi- 
dence, and. ſubmit to whatever you have 

been 


— 
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been pleaſed, from all eternity, to ordain 


concerning my death. And becauſe I 


know not what will then be the ſentiments 
of my ſoul, I deſire now to perform that 
which I wiſh then to do, and beg you. 
will be e to accept it now for that 
time. 

I adore. you, Father, Son, and Holy 


hoſt, one in eſſence and three in per- 


ſons, and I love you with my whole 
heart. I acknowledge you as Author and 
Principal of my life, both of nature and 
grace. I Gitraly: believe all you have ſaid, 

and as firmly hope all you have promiſed, 

becauſe you are truth itſelf, and can 
neither deceive nor be deceived. You are 


an infinite Good, containing in yourſelf 


whatſoever is good; therefore I love you 
above all things, and that purely for your- 
ſelf. 

It is for your fake alone, my God, who 
are infinitely amiable, and can never be 
ſufficiently loved, that I deteſt all my fins, 
becauſe contrary to your ſanity. I deteſt 
them for the ſame motive that Chriſt our 


Lord deteſted them in the garden of "0 


Gethſemani ; and for the ſame motive that 
my God deteſts them, I offer you, in re- 
paration of the affronts you have received 
by them, .the love with which your only 


Son 


(96 ) 
Son and his bleſſed Mother loved you, 


and: the love with which all the Juſt upon 
earth, and Saints and Angels in heaven 


love you, and with Wee OT love a 


ſelf. 


homage for my being, and an a& of love 
whereby loving you for yourſelf, and in 


the laſt moment of my time, 1 ny con- 


tinue to love you for eternity. 


I adore: your power which created me, 


your goodneſs which redeemed me, your 
providence which has care of me, and your 
mercy which has pardoned me ſo many 
offences. I adore allo your juſtice, and 


abandon myſelf to it, but with this confi- 
dence, thar! your goodneſs and merey will 


never forſake me, but plead for me before 
your juſtice ; and obtain that I may for all 
eternity ſing forth your mercies. Full of 


this ſweet and amorous confidence, I hope 
to fee and enjoy your bleſſings in the land 


of the living, of which you are the reſur- 
rection and the life. 


At ebe Ofercory. | Confideration. | 


Reflect that Chriſt not only offered his 
life and merits upon ns Calvary for 


your 


— 


I deſire that the laſt n motion my heart 
may be an act of adoration to pay you-due 


your 
you 
plea! 
Nov 
than 
ſince 


C0 1. 
your ſalvation, and to purchaſe for you all 
you ſhall want for that effect, but he is alſo 
pleaſed to do the ſame upon our altars : 
Now what is more neceflary for ſalvation 
than a happy death ? Confide therefore, 
ſince he will obtain it for you. 195 


HH Afettions. : 


Innumerable are the thanks I owe you, 
my dear. Redeemer, for thus facrificing 
yourſelf for me; all I can offer in return, 
is my life, which I offer as a victim to 
honour you; and that it may be worthy of 
pour acceptance, I unite it with yours, 
which you offered for me on the Croſs, 
and are now going to offer for me here. 
Let the fire of your love conſume this 
victim, that ſo it may be grateful to you. 
O infinite Goodneſs ! you are all love. 
Loving me, though ſo unworthy, with an 
infinite love. I give you my heart, fit it 
for yourſelf, and fill it with your love, 
that ſo from this inſtant it may of ſinful 


that is, my life with all the objects of it. 
All 1 have or could love in it, all the 
ſatisfactions I could draw from it, all 
which I freely offer to you; deſtroy both 
them and me by death; ſo that if it pleaſe 

wo - 4 


become holy. I offer myſelf a Holocauſt, _ 
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vou to wks, my life this moment, I readily 7 
ſubmit to it, and truly defire. to die now, it 2 
that I may enjoy you, and be no more in tent 
danger 7 offending you. ri 


But if it be your will and pleaſure to offe 
Jeave me yet ſome time in this dark priſon 
of my body, grant me the grace from this off 
inſtant to love nothing but you, whoſe il 
love has redeemed me, and bought me 
with no leſs a price than your precious 
blood, as a condemned criminal begged C 
from the gallows for experience: but what 
experience, dear Lord? To try if, after 
ſuch preventions, I could come to love the: 
you. O work that love i in me, and deſtroy 
all that oppoſes it. Let it take up all my mol 
thoughts, actions, and affections, and ina for 
word my whole heart. 


From and till Agnus Dei, ** you jive 
Death as à Sacrifice of Thank giving. r. 


Mor IVES to accept and offer it as ſuch. tion 


God | requires JO? Wo of Thank'-WM and 
giving, under pain of withdrawing hi fror 
affection and favours from us. St. Bernat * 
ſpeaking of ingratitude, ſays, that it dr Wo 
up- the fountain of goodneſs, the dew d 
mercy, 1 the current of God's, Brace, 
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If you defire not to be guilty of it, offer 
to God the ſacrifice of your life, and with 
it all that might be a pleaſure and con- 
tentment in it, as a Sacrifice of Thank(- 
giving. Rejoice that you have 7hat to 
offer in return for what God has beſtowed 
upon you, and deſire that you may ſoon. 
ofter it. 


Afections. 
O my God! How great are your be- 


nefits to me, both in number and worth, 
and how kind your way of beſtowing 


them on nie. If I ſhould ſpend every 


moment of my life in thankſgiving, yet I 
ſhould not be able to return due thanks 
for one fingle benefit; for, beſides thoſe 
favours common to all your creatures, 
your particular providence has been moſt 
liberal to me; in my education, my vo- 
cation, the innumerable and powerful 


helps you have given me for my ſalva- 


tion continued by you, though neglected 
by me. The many dangers, both of ſoul 
and body, which you have ſecured me 
from, preſerving me from death, when 
in the ſtate of ſin, &c. add one more 
to theſe, I beſeech you, which is a happy 
death. b 

Tt Accept, 


, L —— ro — 
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Accept, in thankſgiving, the ſacrifice 
of my life, and all I am and have, which 
by death I ſacrifice to you. And I deſire 
now actually to offer it, if ſuch be your 
divine will and pleaſure; if not now, 
whenever you pleaſe. In the mean- time 
I offer the ſacrifice and myſelf to be ſacri- 
ficed; and I wiſh I could every moment 
offer the ſame, and had I a million of 
lives, I would offer each of them a Sacri- 
| fice of Thankſgiving. Accept, my God, 
this free and willing oblation I make you of 
my life, and with it all earthly enjoyments; 

for were it in my power to avoid death, 
yet I would die in return of, thanks for 
all your favours and mercies to me ; and 
eſpecially for your having died for me: 
for whatever elſe I offer it is till but 
part of your gifts, but ** death I ſa- 
crifice all. 


At the Elevation | 
Confieration 


1 ond Jeſus lifted up by the 
hands of the Prieſt, as he was on the 
Croſs, call to mind that when he was upon 
earth he ſaid theſe words: no man can 
ſhew a greater love than to give his liſe 15 

in 


in 


he 
he 
on 
an 
r 
Nt 
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him he loves. This Chriſt has done for 
you ; love and gratitude obliges you to 
do the ſame for him. 


Afedtions. | 


O my God, fince love has made you 


die for me, it is but juſt that with a 


good will I accept of death for love of 


you. Had I a thouſand lives, I would 


give them all to acknowledge this your 


love to me. I embrace death in return ; 


and rejoice that this body of fin will be 
dy it deſtroyed in puniſhment for my 
having offended your goodneſs. Let earth 


return to earth, but grant that my ſoul 
created to your image, and redeemed 


with your Blood, may return to you. 


This is what I earneſtly beg, recom- 
mending it zow for _ into your ſacred 
hands, 

I do moſt humbly thank you for all 
your benefits, as -I defire to do at the 
laſt moment of my life; in which poſ- 
fibly I may be deprived of both ſpeech 
and reaſon: and therefore not able to 
ſpeak, or even think of you. Therefore 
be pleaſed now to receive my thankſ- 


giving for all your benefits to me, general 


and 1 known and unknown; 
Ee but 
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'but above all for that Blood and life you 
offered for me on Mount Calvary, and 
daily offer on our Altars, allowing me 
the happineſs to be preſent, and applying 
to my ſoul the merits thereof, through 
means of the Sacraments. For all which 
1 offer all the adorations, praiſes, and 
thankſgiving, which the humanity of my 
Saviour and his bleſſed Mother rendered 
to you, O Eternal Father! and thoſe 
which all the Saints and Angels have, 
and will render you for all eternity. And 
all the Sacrifices of Maſs, | which have 
been, are, or ſhall be offered you till 
the day of judgment. 

And when in my Agony I ſhall not 
he able to adore, praiſe, and thank you 
my God, I deſire ſtill to be united to 
all thoſe that do it both in. heaven and 
on earth. And I offer now for then my 
agony, my ſweat, and my ſufferings ; to 
be joined and united to the bitter agony, 
the bloody ſweat, and dolorous ſufferings 
of my dying Saviour, for the remiſſion 
of my fins, and for the eternal glory of 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt : whoſe 
name be for ever praiſed, . and will for 
ever be done, in me, and by me, for all 
eternity. 


0 
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O my, God! I abandon myſelf to your 


Divine will ; and to the judgment you 
ſhall pronounce on my ſoul : and I ſub- 
mit to it with my whole heart, confiding 


in your goodneſs that you will ſave a 


ſoul, you have loved ſo much as to ſend 


your only Son for its redemption and 
ſal vation. 


For Communion. 
0 onfideration. 
Reflect how the ſame Jeſus Chriſt, 


preſent on the Altar, has ſaid : that he 
who ſhall eat his fleſh ſhall live for 


eternity, and ſhall not die for ever. Beg 
that this may be fulfilled in you; and 
confide it will be ſo, ſince you have his 


word for it. 
Afections. 


| How comes this happineſs to me, that 
my God ſhould vouchſafe to viſit me! 


Lord I am not worthy that you ſhould 
enter my ſoul, ſpeak only the word, and 


my ſoul ſhall be ſaved. I firmly believe 
whatever you have ſaid, and therefore, 
unworthy as I am, I deſire to receive you, 


that 
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that fo I thay be made wortliy to live 
for ever with you. Grant that this hea- 
venly food may be to me a preſervative 
Agent all my enemies at the hour of 
my death, and that I may receive it with 
the diſpoſitions moſt pleaſing to you. 
And ſince you are pleaſed to promiſe 
that thoſe who eat your fleſh, and drink 
your Blood, ſhall not die for ever; I 


confide in your mercy, that I ſhall not 


die that eternal death: and I beg that 
whilſt I live I may never die by ſin, 
which I dread more than any temporal 
death, 

My Saviour and redeemer, the Sove- 
reign object of my heart! take poſſeſ- 
fion of its affections. Sanctify my ſoul, 
and repleniſh it with your grace; to the 
end that all the remiioing moments of 
my life wal be entirely ſpem in your 
love. 

I defire now to die, having received 
my God and Saviour; that ſeparated from 
all m_ things, and from this my 
body ; I may for ever be united to you 
with an unchangeable affection. Jeſus, 
my Jeſus, be to me a Jeſus eſpecially 
in 'my laſt hour ; and fortify me 'in my 
paſſage out of this world, af all your 
enemies and -- 

Then 
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Then take, as it were, an oath of al- 
legiance; renew your vows, and the pro- 
miſes made for you at Baptiſm. Beg your 
Sovereign Lord never to leave you. Say 
to him, with the Diſciples of Emaus, 

Stay with me Lord, for it is late, the 


beſt part of my life being ſpent, and the 


evening of it now approaches. Or elſe 


with holy Simeon : let your ſervant depart 
now in peace, for not only my eyes 


have ſeen, but my Heart has received 


the Author of my Salvation. And with 
the Royal Prophet : although I walk in 


the ſhadow of death, I will fear no evil, 
becauſe you, my Lord, are with me. 
Put yourſelf, dear Lord, as a ſeal upon 
my heart, that nothing but you may find 
entrance there; I unite this Communion 


with that I ſhall make at my death; 


and both with that you made before your 
death: and alſo with the Communions of 
our bleſſed Lady, and all your Saints du- 


ring their lives, that thoſe may ſupply 


for all the faults I have, or ever ſhall com- 
mit in receiving you. 

I beg, dear Saviour, that you will make 
me partaker of thoſe Sacred diſpoſitions 
which your Divine Soul had at the laſt 


moment of your life, to the which, I 


with my whole heart unite mine; that 


they 
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they may ſupply for all my defects at 
my death. Dear Jeſus be to me a Je- 


ſus, eſpecially at the hour of my' death. 


I abandon myſelf entirely to you, to 


ſuffer for your ſake the pangs of death. 
And I renounce and diſavow all impa- 


tience, or any evil I may be tempted to 


commit. 


At the Benediction ſay, 


O moſt Bleſſed and undivided Trinity, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, I adore 


you; and confecrate to you my Heart 


and all its affetions. Bleſs me now and 


at the hour of my death, as you bleſs 
thoſe that are yours; and bring me with 
them to that everlaſting glory which 
you have defigned for me; that I may 


or ever blefs and praiſe your mercies. 


Amen. 5 
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A Manner of aff Ning at Hol x Mass, and 
preparing ourſelves far Death, by con- 
fidering our Death as à Sacrifice of Pro- 


pittation for our Sins, and n od 
eternal OS 


MorTivzs. 


\HE prayer Chriſt made for us, tho 

of ſuch force, and the ſacrifices af 
himſelf offered for us, though of an in- 
finite value, will avail us nothing, if. they 
are not applied to us. Now they are only 
applied to us by our prayers and ſacrifices 
offered to him. The beſt ſacrifice we can 
offer, is certainly our lives, which we may 
offer as a propitiatory ſacrifice for our fins, 
becauſe that all things, and all the ſatiſ- 
factions which we might ſeverally offer in 
ſacrifice to God, are all victims of this 
facrifice : Therefore, if we fincerely, with 
an humble and contrite heart offer our 
lives, that offering will effect the full 
pardon of our ſins, and by an entire atone- 
ment blot them out. God is pleaſed to 
give us an example of this in the third 
book of Kings, in the perſon of the Pro- 
phet ſent to Jeroboam, who, for puniſh- 
ment of His. An, was killed by a lion; 


but 


600 


but becauſe he accepted the puniſhment 


with ſubmiſſion, and willingly offered his 


life to atone for his ſin, death thus 


accepted of by him made him again a juſt 
man, and acceptable to God. 


We cannot have a true. contrition, un- 


leſs we are willing to deſtroy our paſt ſins 
by ſuch a ſacrifice as offers in ſatisfaction 
for them, whatever proved an unjuſt ſatiſ- 
faction to us, and was cauſe of our offend- 
ing God. By death we do this; there- 
fore, who really, willingly, and actually 
receive and offer their death as ſuch, have 


certainly the true contrition that blots out 


all fins. 
= the Beginning 9 Moſs. 


Confiderati on. 


Reflect, "DA Adam having ſinned, 
God, in puniſhment of it, ordained that 
he and all his poſterity ſhould die. This 
is due to us on account of that ſin; but 


how much more have we deferved: that 


puniſhment on account of our own fins ? 


Aﬀettions. 


Since death, my God, is the puniſh- 
ment you ordain for ſin, it is with an 


humble 


( 1099 ) 


humble and ſubmiſſive heart to the decree 
of your juſtice that I accept of it; and in 
the ſpirit of penance I accept of all the 
pains, humiliations, and privations which 
accompany it, in ſatisfaction for all the 
fins I have committed, which I am truly 
ſorry for: O pardon me, my God, I be» 
ſeech you! : 7 
. How great is my ingratitude to your 
: Divine Majeſty, who drew me out of 
x nothing, and gave me all I have; and I 
have diſowned your ſovereignty over me, 
- by refuſing to ſubject myſelf to your law. 
t BW You could at each moment have puniſhed 
me, and I lighted your juſtice, and of- 
fended you with ſo little fear and ſo great 
liberty: I have diſhonoured your ſanctity 
by the impiety of my fins, and your good- 
neſs which adopted me for your child, by 
d, I refuſing to obey and honour you as my 
* Father. You proffered me a ſhare in your 
. happineſs, in your glory; nay, in your- 
50 ſelf, if I would be faithful to you, and 


at the leaſt difficulty has made me other- 
, ways. 5 2» 
Had I but once offended you, it were 
{till too much, but I have multiplied my 
| ſins above the hairs of my head. My ini- 
h- WW quities and offences are ſo many, that J 
an 
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cannot look through the numberleſs mul- 
r a 
In every place, ſurrounded with your 
gifts, have I finned. No moment of m 
life which has not been ſtained with diffe- 
rent ſins, and this, after pardons ſo fre- 
quently obtained. Beſides, how many 
have I cauſed to fin by my ill example? 

Pardon, my God, theſe crimes, for J 
am truly ſorry for them, and deteſt them 
with my whole heart. I wiſh 1 were 
capable of an infinite forrow to blot out 
the guilt of them. Accept, Lord, in lieu 
of the grief that is wanting in me, that 
which my Saviour had in the garden of 
Olives and upon the Croſs for the fins of 
the whole world, and of mine in particular, 
Purify me from my ſecret ſins, and pardon 
thoſe I have committed by others. De- 
ſpiſe not, my God, a contrite heart, which 
only hopes for pardon from your infinite 
mercy, and the promiſe you made, that 
when a ſinner is ſorry for his fins you will 
no longer remember his iniquities. 

If, dear Lord, I have ceaſed to be your 
dutiful child, you have not ceaſed to be 
my loving Father. All that I can offer 
you in ſatisfaction for my fins and ingrati- 
tudes, is but my life, which I offer you 
with a very good will, as a propitiatory 

victim; 
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victim; and with it I offer the privation 


of all I have loved, liked, or enjoyed when 


J offended you. At this very inſtant, if 


you pleaſe, deprive me of all, and of my 


life. I reſign it to you with my whole 


heart, and would think myſelf moſt happy 
if you did it by violence of the grief you 
give me for having offended you : But if 
you defer taking the whole ſacrifice, take 
at leaſt what part you pleaſe, I reſign it to 
you, and only beg you will give me the 
grace to be ſanctified by it. | 


A the Offertory. 
Confideration. 
Reflect that Chriſt, your model and ex- 


ample, offers himſelf to his eternal Father 
to die for ſatisfaction of your fins, well 


may you offer yourſelf to do the ſame. 


Aﬀettions. 
O eternal Father, behold your dear Son, 


who, out of his abundant charity for me, 
offers himſelf to die, for to ſatisfy for my 


fins and offences, it is but juſt that I do 
the ſame; I offer you, then, my liberty 
and my life, my heart and my ſoul, but 
0 K 2 united 
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united with his, that ſo it may be grateful 
in your ſight. I accept of death with all 


fubmiſſion ; and I offer it to your Divine 
Majeſty for expiation of my fins ; and that 
as a Criminal, guilty of treaſon, whom you 
have juſtly condemned to die, I am glad 
that my body will be reduced to earth, to 
puniſh my proud mind, and all the faults 
I have committed for its ſake; but grant 
that my ſoul may return to your hands 
from whence it came. 

J reſign myſelf to all the bitterneſs, 


(fin excepted) is all the ſatisfaction I can 
make your Divine Majeſty; having nothing 
more of my own to offer, I beg you will 
pleaſe to accept of this a// that 1 can give; 
and remember not my ſins and iniquities, 
but remember that I am the work of your 
hands, the price of your blood, the con- 


death, and the effect of your love. It is 
to your death that I unite mine; it is to 
your love that I join mine, with this pro- 


ſentiments but thoſe conformable to what 
faith teaches; and that I will be moved 
with no other thoughts than thoſe of hope 
in your mercies and love of your goodnels ; 

| it 


| pains, and anguiſhes ; to all temptations, 


queſt of your Croſs, the. pledge of your 


teſtation, that I will admit of no other 


s 


if any thing paſs in me contrary to theſe, 
I difown, extract, and deteſt them. 

IJ recommend my ſoul into your hands, 
it is what you have bought with the price 
of your blood. Be mindful, dear Lord, 
of all you have done for it, and forget all 
it has done againſt you. You were pleaſed 


to declare, that you will not the death of 


a ſinner, to wit, eternal death; but that he 
be converted and live for ever. It 1s what 
I beg for the ſake of your moſt precious 


_ paſſion and death; and ſince you have ſaid 


it, I hope that the ſentence which will 
decide my eternity, will be ſuch as to 
procure my eternal happineſs, 

It is true, my God, that nothwithſtand= 
ing all this, I am very full of fears, my 
ſins being ſo great and your judgments 
ſo terrible; but yet my hopes are ſtill 
greater, becauſe your mercy is great, and 
you forgive all that confide in you. I caſt 


myſelf into the Abyſs of your mercies, 


full of repentance for having ſo often 
offended you, and had I but this moment 
left, I would employ it in loving you. 
The greater my fins are, the more glorious 
it is for you to pardon me, on which ac- 
count I beg it. 


K 2 From 
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| F rom the Preface till the Elevation. 


Reflect that the victim muſt neceſſarily 
die before we can enter our happy inheri- 
tance. A good chriſtian cannot enjoy that 
ſupreme Good who has not firſt ardently 
deſired it: For not to deſire it is a con- 
tempt of it; and that is ſuch a fault that 
will not be repaired but by an ardent 
defire of the ſaid happineſs. It is con- 
tempt not to defire eternal bliſs far more 
than the preſerving human life, ſo as not 
to be content to ſacrifice our temporal 
life to obtain eternal. We ought alſo to 
deſire to make the exchange. foon ; for 
what we really defire we are eager to 


poſſeſs. 


* — 
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Aﬀe@ions. 


My God, I firmly- believe each Nein 
of faith. I am ready to ſign any of them 
with my blood; in particular, all you 
have revealed of that bliſsful eternity; 
where your ſervants enter into your joy; be- 
come like to you, becauſe they fee you as you 
are; dwell in you as you dwell in them, 

aud poſſeſs that kingdom prepared for them 


deſire to be diflolyed here by death, Fn 


before the creation of the world. I ardently 


on wow 29 r © Ty — 
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I may be with you, my God. And having 
nothing but my life to purchaſe it, with 
all J might have enjoyed by it, I here 
offer you the ſacrifice of both, accept it, 
dear Lord, and let a ſpeedy death complete 
the Holocauſt. Haſten that day, when joy- Wl 
ful tidings will be brought me that I muſt go 
at into the houſe of our Lord, where God 
it dwells, and I ſhall poſſeſs the freedom and 


1 liberty of his children. Send my deliverer 

re a happy death; I expect it, and will em- 

ot brace it with open arms, hoping by its 

al means to get into yours. I fear it not, 

to under the covert of your mercies, inſured 

or to me by the blood of your Divine Son, 

to which he ſhed for me, and is this very 

moment going to offer the ſame for me on 
this Altar, IO 

At the Elevation. 

int + 

em Conſideration. © 

ou | : 5 

51 With all imaginable reſpect adore Jeſus 


be- Chriſt elevated on high. Reflect that it 


you is through the ſacred merits of his death, 
m, that you can only hope, and lay claim to 
Jem eternal life. Look on him in that ſtate 
tly in which he negotiates your ſalvation. 


Beg him to form your death by the 2 
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of his; for you cannot die well unleſs he 


' makes you 7 of his interior diſpo- 
ſitions. x] As 


Aſfecti ons. 


Eternal Plther, behold 1 your dear 
cls who is pleaſed to offer himſelf and his 
merits for me; it is by them that I have 

a juſt title to an eternal poſſeſſion of your 
Divine Majeſty, and of all in you. Your 


Son, Chriſt Jeſus, has Jaid down the full 
I have no other title 


price of it for me. 
to it, nor do I defire any other. His death 
for me, is my ſecurity for eternal life; and 
with full confidence I challenge it in his 
name and by his merits, which he has be- 
ueathed to me as an inheritance. It is 
what I ardently deſire, and will firmly hope 
for, becauſe your unerring word aſſures me 
of it; for they that hope 1 in you ſhall not 
be confounded. | 
al dear Saviour, who not only would 
or. me, but alſo ſuffer a moſt cruel 
agony, I adore each of your interior mo- 
tions, even to the laſt moment of your 
life. I adore your laſt thoughts, words, 
and ſufferings. 
of your ſacred humanity, and the laſt ap- 


plication off the powers of your ſoul. 1 


ofter 


I adore the laſt ſentiments 


e 
offer you my death, and the laſt moment 


of my life, in honour of your moſt holy _ 


death, and laſt moment of your ſacred 
life. | 


Dear Jeſus, bleſs my death and ſanRify 


it by yours. Unite it, Lord, with yours. 
Make me partaker of thoſe divine diſpoſi- 
tions with which you rendered your foul 
into the hands of your eternal Father. 
Grant that the laſt ſigh of breath I take, 
may be conſecrated to you, and be a per- 
fect act of love. | 


As you accepted of death from the firſt 


- 


in the ſame acceptance all the days of your 


* life; in like manner I, from this moment, 
. accept of whatever death you have ordained 
* for me, and will, with your grace, remain 
8 in a conſtant reſolution of dying for you 


* according to your will, in the ſpirit of 
ot obedience; heartily defiring that the laſt 


uſe of my liberty may be an act of obe- 


1d dience to your divine will in honour of that 
pe laſt act you produced on the Croſs, when, 
5 bowing down your ſacred head in obedience 
* to the divine decree, you rendered up your 
* bleſſed foul. I alſo accept of death in the 
\ts ſpirit of love. As your death was the 
p- moſt pregnant teſtimony of your love for 


my ſoul, ſo I deſire to give my life (which, 
according 


moment of your incarnation, and remained 


( 118 ) 
according to nature, is moſt dear to me) 
as the greateſt proof I can give that I truly 
love you, and have a ſincere deſire to be 
where I ſhall ever love you, and never 
more offend you. 


At the Agnus Dei. 
Conſideration. 


- Behold Chriſt in the Bleſſed Sacrament 
as your ſtrength, your hope, your ſupport, 
as the pledge of your ſalvation, and of a 
happy eternity. 
| Aections. | 
Come, ſweet Saviour, come and take 
poſſeſſion of my heart, it is yours by fo 
many titles; ſuſtain, comfort, and aſſure 
it againſt all the terrors of death and ap- 
prehenſions of my ſalvation. Say to my 


ſoul, efpecially. at the hour of my death, 
as you did to your Apoſtles, It is I, fear not, 


peace be with you, no attempt of the enemy 


ſhall hurt you. Say but theſe comfortable 
words, and my ſoul ſhall be ſaved. 

Who am I, great God, that you ſhould 
vouchſafe to viſit me? You truly verify 
what you once ſaid, that you come to fave 


thoſe 


E 


rt, 


merit my ſalvation. 


me in my paſſage out of this world to 


eternal bliſs for me, which J confide you 


thoſe in danger to be loſt. 
to fear, when I think what I have deſerved 


for offending you; but yet much more to 
hope, when I reflect what you have done to 


I have reaſon 


I acknowledge, you 
for my God and my Saviour, and as ſuch 
I confide in you. It is in your merits that 
I place all my hopes of ſalvation, fortify 


eternity. - 

Since you have. been pine to vine me, 
I beg you will leave me ſome tokens of 
your preſence, giving me victory over all 
my enemies, fins, and paſſions; eſpecially 
that from which I may fear the worſt con- 
ſequences at my death. Do not refuſe me 
this, fince it is for- your glory I beg it. I 
am ſenſible that my continued offences de- 
ſerve that you ſhould let me die in them, 
but the blood which you have ſhed for me, 
cries out to you, and demands its price and 
ſalary ; ſince it was ſhed for no other end 
than to cleanſe me from my fins, and merit 


will grant me through its merits. 

What ſhall I render you, my dear Sa- 

viour, for all you have done for me? But 

what ſhall I return you for yourſelf which 

you have been pleaſed to give me? I will 

return you my life, becauſe that W 9 
f | 


"A N 1200 
all. in my power! to give. I really deſire 
then to die, if ſuch be your will; . Pleaſe 
to unite my death with yours, and ſay to 

my ſoul before ſhe quits her earthly habi. 
tation, as you did to Magdalene, many fins 
are forgiven you; and if you cannot ſay, 


Wong? you have loved her much. 

Eternal Father, your Son has given him- 
ſelf to me, that I may offer him and his 
merits to you to pay my debts, and pur- 
chaſe what I ſtand 'in need of, I then 
prefent him to you, with all the merits of 
his life and death; and. beg by them to 


& be diſcharged of the heavy load of my fins, 


and enriched with all I want to render my 
death precious in your ſight; and that I 
may receive all the laſt Sacraments, with 
diſpoſitions neceſſary to receive the grace 
and virtue they bring with them. With 
joy I receive death from your hands, becauſe 
it gives me to you, and alone can beſtow 
you apon me by a happy exchange. 
Death being the greateſt concern, and 
it being uncertain what deaths we ſhall 


die, and whether our laſt ſickneſs will per- 


mit us to think of God; and though it 


ſhould, whether we hall be capable of 


ſtrengthening ourſelves then by thoſe in- 
terior acts of virtue n to prepare for 
I ſo 


Becuuſe ſhe has loved much; ſay at leaſt, 


Gn 
ſo dangerous a paſſage; let us, wich God's 


grace, every week, for the remainder of 


our lives, hear one Maſs according to the 


method here ſet down to prepare for death, 
endeavouring to perform the acts therein 


mentioned, as if we were preſently to de- 


part out of the. world ; ; and beſeeching 


Almighty God to grant that they may 
fupply for thoſe which probably we may not 
be in a capacity of making in our laſt ſick- 


neſs; for if we can, at that time, make 


any, we muſt expect to make them with 
A: and leſs AciE 
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name, and for your honour, that I 


OST Adorable Trinity, it is in your 


deſire to unite myſelf, not only with the 

prieſt who aſcends to your altar, but alſo 

with the Prieſt of prieſts, JE SUS our 
L Mediator 
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Mediator with you. I deſire to offer you, 
with him and by him, the ſacrifice of his 
body and blood, to render your ſupreme 
greatneſs all the homage that is due to 


you; to thank you for all your benefits, 


natural and ſupernatural, which you daily 
beſtow upon me, notwithſtanding my un- 
worthineſs, and obtain of your infinite 
mercy the pardon of innumerable fins ; as 
alſo to draw down your benedictions upon 
the whole Church, eſpecially upon my 
parents, benefactors, friends, enemies, and 
above all, upon my unworthy ſelf. 

But my God, it 1s not only this which 


calls me now to aſſiſt at, and offer this 


great ſacrifice, it is alſo charity to the poor 
ſouls ; the ſad ſtate they are in obliges me 
to concern myſelf for their relief, and to 
offer this great ſacrifice for them, which 
I do, in honour and memory of our Sa- 
viour's paſſion ſuffered for them ; to beg 
that the merits thereof may be applied to 
them; to give worthy thanks for the fa- 
vours granted them, of having departed 
this life in your grace and love, to ſatisfy 
for the puniſhment due to their fins, and 
to implore their ſpeedy deliverance out of 
Purgatory. 
Another motive, which excites me to 
aſſiſt the poor ſouls, is to repair the ge 
| While 


. 

which I have ſo often robbed you of by 
my ſins; and this I think I cannot better 
perform than by endeavouring to procure 
the releaſe of ſome foul out of Purgatory, 
that going to heaven it may burn in your 
love, and render you the due honour and 
glory which my wicked life has deprived 
you of. | 


At the Beginning of the Maſs. 


Conſider how deſirous the Angel Guar- 
dians of the -poor ſouls are, that you 
ich ſhould ſuccour their pupils; and how at- 
his I fentive they are, to fee with what fervour 
oor and devotion you treat with Almighty 
me God concerning their deliverance. 


hich At the Confjiteor. | 


bee Bowing down with the Prieſt, caſt the 
d to eyes of your ſoul to the bottom of Purga- 
e fi- tory, and there diſcover how the tormented 
arted I ſouls, with joined hands, beg the aſſiſtance 
of your prayers. Join your voice with 
theirs, and cry for mercy in their behalf, 
by the repeated petitions to the Sacred 
Trinity, of Kyrie Eleyſon, Chriſte Eleyſon. 
Think how highly it grieves thoſe fathful 
1 r de- 


( 


departed, that ever they offended God. 
Make an ach of Contrition for them, 


Reflect, how faith teaches us, that all 


the faithful, who die in the grace of God, 
are not always ſo pure, but that there 
remains ſome debt to God's juſtice which 
mult be ſatisſied, either in this world or 
the next. Now how few are there who 
have had either the courage or the time 
to expiate, by a ſevere penance, the many 
mortal and venial fins which they have 
committed ? They are then obliged, by 
God's juſtice, to expiate them in Pur- 
gatory, from which they will not be re- 
leaſed till they have entirely ſatisfied for 
them. 

My God! who thoſe ſouls are, your 
ſecret and impenetrable judgment permits 
me not to know ; but I may and ought 
to believe that there are many in that 
rigorous priſon, whom the moſt indiſpen- 
ſable duties of nature and religion allows 
me not to abandon without relief. Many, 
perhaps, may be my anceſtors, my rela- 
tions, friends, well-wiſhers, and benefac- 


tors, who, in this world, were zealous fot 
iſ 5 
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my good. Others alſo, who through the 
ill example I gave them of a ſoft and un- 
mortified life, or by my too great com- 
pliance with them, or theirs with me, 
| have contracted faults for which they have 
been long, and are ſtill detained in thoſe 
devouring flames. 
O my God! though I ſhould have no 
particular obligation. to thoſe friends of 
yours, ſo cruelly tormented, and ſo worthy 
of compaſſion, burning in fire and flames, 
ten thouſand times hotter than any in 
this world; though I ſhould no ways 
have contributed to their ſufferings, and 
the retardment of their happineſs, yet 
they being your children and elect, and 
your glory requiring it, I moſt heartily beg 
their deliverance, that they may aſcend 
to heaven, and there ſee, bleſs, and praiſe 
you ; where their love for your Divine 
Majeſty will be more pure and ardent 
than 'tis poſſible for any upon earth to 
have. Dear Lord! put a ſpeedy end to 
their pains, that they may be tranſlated 
to the State of Glory, which you eter- 
nally deſigned them; and give me the 
advantage of procuring them that hap- 
pineſs, that I may gain thoſe bleſſed fouls 
for my powerful interceſſors to your Di- 
vine Majeſty. 
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A. the Offertor . 


Reflect, that for certain, the moſt effi- plc 
cacious ſuccour we can procure for the yo 
Souls in Purgatory, is to offer, for their fol 

_ deliverance, the immaculate Lamb of God, | 
whoſe infinite virtue is moſt efficacious in 
for the living and the dead. dr; 

My God ! what victim can I offer you, an 
proper to appeaſe your Juſtice, but your Ju! 
only Son? It is him 1 offer with my WW wil 
whole heart, and with an entire confi- go 
dence, though ſenſible of my own un- | 
worthineſs. I beg and conjure you to caſt 7 


your eyes upon this adorable Holocauſt, 
your only Son, who is going to be offered 


to you in the odour of ſweetneſs! It is he 
not only a lively repreſentation of the a | 
bloody Sacrifice, which diſarm'd your an- of 
ger, and made you recall the ſentence of th 
condemnation you had pronounced againſt 8a 
us, but it is in ſubſtance and virtue the al! 
ſame Sacrifice. ra 


Divine Jeſus! Hoſt of propitiation for fa 
the living and the dead: I adore you, Pi 


and return you millions of thanks, for de 
having confided to us this offering of W 
your Divine Body and precious Blood, er 


for the ſolace of the Souls in Purgatory. 
I a the equity of your judg- 
> | ments, 


e % n 3 uw an | 


rity! and as you are Redeemer, I im- 


When you hear Maſs for your Parents, ſay, 


honour my Father and Mother, and by 
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ments, I admire the exceſs of your Cha- 


plore your merits for the releaſe of thoſe 
you puniſh as judge; eſpecially N. N. 
for whom LI offer this Maſs. 
Give, dear Lord, a freſh proof of your 
infinite bounty to thoſe ſuffering ſouls, by 
drawing them from the devouring flames ; 
and give me the grace to prevent your 
juſtice, by a Purgatory of love and grief, 
which may exempt me from ever under- 
going that of your rigour. Amen. 


My God, you have commanded me to 


a fingular mercy you allow me the means 
of teſtifying my love and gratitude to 
them after their death, by offering the 
Sacrifice of Holy Maſs for them. I with 
all my heart beg their ſolace and delive- 
rance, and defire the ſame for all the 
faithful, whom your juſtice retains in 
Purgatory, I wiſh to love you, and to 
deteſt all fin for them. Grant I may, 
with them and with your Saints, ſee and- 
enjoy you for all eternity. Amen. 


A. 
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At the Sanctus. 

Conſider thoſe poor fouls ſurrounded 
with flames of fire, like ſo many priſoners 
loaden with chains. See how they en- 
deavour to get free, and fly to heaven 
to the living God. Beg their ſolace and 

deliverance heartily of him ; ſaying, 
| Merciful Creator, let one drop of that 
precious Blood which fell from the wounds 
of your dear Son and my Saviour, be ap- 
plied to the ſuffering ſouls in Purgatory ; 
ſince it was ſhed for them, ſo let it ſolace, 
comfort, and releaſe them. | 
And grant me the grace to blot out 


my offences in this life by contrition and 


penance, to avoid the rigour of your juſ- 
tice in the next; and to purify my ſoul 
for the heavenly bliſs, where none can 
enter with the leaſt ſpot or ſtain, 


| At the Elevation. 


Y Behold Chriſt, when lifted up, as on 


the tree of the Croſs; and reflect that in 
the midſt of his torments, turning to the 


good thief, he ſaid, This day you ſhall be 
with me in Paradiſe. Beg him to fay the 


ſame to the poor ſouls, now he is in 


his Kingdom, and confide that through 
the 
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the merits of this Sacrifice he will do 
ſo. 

O Eternal God ! behald here on this 
Altar, as on the Croſs, your only Son the 
worthy object of your complacence, who 
only merits to be heard. He ſacrifices to 
you, not another's fleſh but his own body 


and blood; that body which was torn 


with ſtripes, and all 3 with wounds, 


to repair and ſatisfy for all offences com- 


mitted againſt you. That blood, which 
was ched to blot out the ſins of the world, 


is here offered; he immolates himſelf with 


the ſame love and charity now as he did 
on the Croſs. Let one drop of his moſt 
precious blood be applied to the poor 
ſouls, it being more than ſufficient to 


quench their flames, and theo: Wem from 


the pains of Purgatory. 
Can you, my God, refuſe to hear the 
voice of your dear Son, infinitely ſweet, 


and equally powerful and ſtrong, which 


demands of you mercy? It is not, my 
| God, to your juſtice that we addreſs our- 


ſelves, I know that thoſe ſouls for which 
we preſume to plead for deſerves all the 
pains they ſuffer for their having offended: 


you, and for their having had too little 


zeal for your glory, and not ſufficiently 
revenging and puniſhing the offences and 
injuries 
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injuries they had done you, having too 
much ſpared themſelves upon earth, they 


juſtly ſuffer more rigorous pains than 
penance would have required of them. 


But remember, O great God ! infinitely 


merciful, that Jeſus Chriſt, their charitable 


Mediator, did' not ſpare himſelf for their 
ſalvation; all his blood was ſhed for them; 


his heart was plunged in ſorrow for them; 
their redemption is not only abundant 
but ſuperabundant ; let them find in thoſe 
treaſures of his immenſe ſatisfactions 
wherewithal to diſcharge all their debts. 

I beg and conjure you, dear Jeſus, 
Whom ] believe as really preſent .on this 
Altar as you are in Heaven, to ſpeak in 
favour of thoſe fouls who, though deſigned 
for your kingdom, yet will be long ex- 
cluded from it, if you do not intercede 
for them, 


At the Pater Nofter. © 


Say it with the Prieſt as a moſt eflica- 


cious prayer to obtain relief for the poor 


ſouls, and believe that every word you 


pronounce with feryour, is a great ſolace 
to them, 


At 
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At the Agnus Dei. 5 


Reflect that on the Altar is the ſame 
Lord, who heretofore aſſured his Apoſtles, 
that all they ſhould aſk his Father in his 
name, he would grant them. Believe it, 
becauſe he ſaid it, and ſay, 5 

O Eternal Father! behold the Lamb 
of God, who takes away the fins of the 
world; I humbly beſeech you, for his 
precious Blood and ſufferings, that you 
will be merciful to the poor ſouls for 
whom I hear this Maſs, and grant them 
their deliverance, or an abatement of their 
| pains. "OE N 
Dear Jeſus! thoſe ſouls burn more 


by the ardour of their charity, and the 


deſire of ſeeing you, than by the activity 
of the flames which purify them. They 
ſuffer a moſt violent thirſt, and there 
is none but you, O amiable and merciful 
Jeſus! that can open to them the ſource 
of living Water, which they ſo ardently 
ſigh after. You only can put an end 
to their baniſhment, of which each day 
ſeems an age; be then, dear Saviour, their 
powerful Mediator, 1 


Pie 
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Pie Wot u Domine dona eis Requiem. Amen, 


at the Communion. 


Dear Saviour, although I am moſt un- 


Dc" yet I deſire to receive you, and 
that to obey your will, to glorify your 
name, and to be united to you, and render 


the merits of your paſſion efficacious both 


for my own ſoul, and the ſouls for whom 
I offer this Mals. 
the effect of this communion may be eter- 
nal life to my foul and theirs. 

Great is my hope and confidence, ſince 
I hope for no leſs than yourſelf, my God, 

with everlaſting life and glory ; and that 
the poor ſouls, through your mercy, may 


be ſpeedily tranſlated to the fruition of 


your beatifying preſence, there to love, 
. and you for eternity. 


A5 the Laſi Bleſſing. 


Receive the Prieſt's W and beg 
the bleſſed Trinity to bleſs the ſuffering 
ſouls created to his image and deſigned for 
his glory: Say, | 
Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, bleſs all the poor fouls, and bring 
Amen. 


them to eternal blits. 


Grant, dear Lord, that 


o 
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of the Profit we ought to draw from Holy 


| Maſs, and the Return we ought to make 
ro God for it. 


We owe more to God, a to his Di- 
vine Son Jeſus Chriſt, for the benefit of 


Holy Maſs, than it is peſſible for us ever 


to repay. Whatever we can do, we ſtill 
ſhall remain infinitely indebted for it, not 
only during life, but for a whole eternity. 

Though we can never return what we 
owe, yet we mull, at leaſt, return what 
we can, to acknowledge the benefit of 


Holy Maſs, and to imitate our dear Sa- 
viour, who therein daily offers himſelf a 


ſacrifice for us. We mult offer all our 
actions to God as ſo many Sacrifices and 
teſtimonies of our engagement to his ſer- 
vice, and ſubmiſſions to his will. Holy 
Scripture gives the name of Sacrifice to 
almoſt all good actions; and St. Auguſtin 


fays 5 that each good action is a 


true Sacrifice. 


Now as we are compoſed of body ny 


ſoul, there are two ſorts of Sacrifices whic 
we ought to offer; the firſt conſiſts in re- 


ferring to God all exterior and ſenſible 


actions; and the ſecond, in conſecrating 


to him all the motions of our heart and 


acts of our will, 15 
M | This 


C289 
This is the double Sacrifice which St. 
Paul exhorts us to make, and which, to be 

 #ceptable to God, muſt be animated with 


chakey ; that is, God' s love. Reaſon, as 
he ſays, engages us to render that duty to 
God, for we have received all from . 


and conſequently owe all to him. It would 


be an act contrary to the rules of Juſtice 
and Reaſon, to employ for any other uſe 
but God's ſervice, what we pen deren 
from his liberality. 

St. Paul makes the interior Sacrifice 
chidfly: conſiſt in two things: The firſt is 


to ſtrip ourſelves of the ſentiments and in- 


clinations of the Old Man; and'the ſecond, 
to aſſume the ſentiments and inclinations 
of the New One, Chriſt Jeſus. 

| God does not exact the ſame exterior 
actions from all; for each one muſt act 
according to the ſtate his Divine Majeſty 
has placed him-in; nor does he exact the 
ſame interior degree of perfection. Never- 
theleſs he will have our whole life be a 
perpetual Sacrifice to him ; which it will 
be, if we confider- our employment as 4 
commiſſion from God, and accordingly 
acquit ourſelves of it; being exact in 
all its parts and duties. Whoever pro- 
ceeds ſo, is a true victim, which conti- 
nually * itſelf to the will and mw 
| | ure 


6 
ſure of God; ſo that their whole life is a 
perpetual Sacrifice. 

Each time we aſſiſt at Maſs, we con- 
tract, as it were, a new obligation of living 
ſo, and of devoting ourſelves entirely to 
God's ſervice, and of conforming ourſelves 


to his will in all our actions; which is 


the fruit we ſhould draw from Holy Maſs, 
and the beſt return we can make for ſo 
incomparable a benefit. 


To render this practice more eaſy, we 


2 cifinguih. the four perpetual Sacri- 
ces: 
The firſt is a Ai 
The ſecond, a Sacrifice of Thankſgiving. 
The third of Impetration. And - 
The fourth of Propitiation. 
Now the life of a good Chriſtian ought 


to be a continual exerciſe af all thoſe at 
of virtue. 


As to ths firſt 1 is a Ae in 
which the victim uſed to be entirely con- 
ſumed by fire, God having given us our 


liberty, which is the precious thing we 


have to offer ; it is that victim we con- 
ſume by fire when for the love of him, 


and the deſire we have to content him, we 
give him the entire dominion we have 
over ourſelves, actions, and goods ; not 
reſerving to ourſelves the choice of any of 

a our 
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our actions, nor of the circumſtances that pl 

accompany them. It is not enough to as 

| preſent to God our labours, prayers, and 2 

faſts, or any other exerciſe, however good al 
and holy, if they are not according to his 

will, and done both in the time and place V 

he would have them, for other ways they to 

«A will be of little or no merit in his fight ; m 

for if we reſerve to ourſelves the liberty of ni 
doing what actions we pleaſe, and when 

and how we pleaſe, God may reproach us g 

as he did the Jews, who faſted by humour de 

and inclination, that their faſt was of no le 

merit, becauſe their own will was too h 

much in it. 8 

We ſhould dv well to queſtion ourſelves le 

from time to time: ſaying, Am I in the b 

place God would have me be in? Do I do tl 

what God would have me do? Be affured o 


that the moſt excellent of all victims, is a 
rfe& conformity of our judgment and 9 
will to the will of God. Great is the ad- f. 
vantage religious perſons have; for in ex- te 
actly obſerving their vows, their rules, and h 
the orders of their ſuperiors, both by day n 
and night, they thereby become perfect 0 
Holocauſts, immolated each moment of 10 
their lives to the will and pleaſure of God. 
They may ſay with Jeſus Chriſt, that they A 
are always employed in doing what is F 
* 
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pleaſing to God. And he will ſay of them, 
as of the Royal Prophet, I have found a 
man according to my heart, who accompli iſhes 
all my wills. 
The ſecond Ferber is of Thankſgiving. 
We ſhould continually offer this Sacrifice 


to the Divine Majeſty, ſince there is no 


moment of our lives in which we receive 
not ſome benefit from him. 

In order to this we muſt reflect on thoſe 

races and favours, for which we are in- 


debted to God's goodneſs; and acknow- 


ledge him the author of all the good we 
have, which he has given us for his ſer- 


vice, offering him all we poſſeſs; and 


letting no occaſion paſs without contri- 
buting as much as is in our power, to 
the advancement of his glory, and the ac- 
compliſhment of his deſignss. 

We muſt even thank him for all a 
good actions we do, he having the greateſt 
ſhare in them : and for his being pleaſed 
to make uſe of us for the advancement of 
his glory, and for having helped us to 
merit heaven: for as St. Auguſtin obſerves, 
God crowns his own benefits when he 


rewards our merits. 


The third Sacrifice is of Impetration. | 


To offer this Sacrifice perpetually, we muſt 


perſuade ourſelves (as it is true) that of 
M 3 ourſelyes 
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ourſelves we neither can do, nor ſucceed 


in any thing, without God's aſſiſtance. 


Which being, we muſt not fail to implore 
it each moment. If therefore we defire to 
offer his Divine Majeſty this Sacrifice, we 
muſt have continually before our eyes our 
own miſeries and weakneſſes, the many 
evils which oppreſs us, and the dangers 


we are expoſed to; the goods we ſtand in 


need of, and our inability as to the pro- 
_ curing the one, or freeing ourſelves * 
the other, which will force us continually 
to have recourſe to God. 

This we may perform in ſeveral man- 


ners, ſometimes by pronouncing certain 


words, as Deus in adjutorium, &c. ſome- 


times by forming in ourſelves a defire of 


God's atliſtance ; fixing the eyes of our ſoul 
upon him, from whom only we expect 
neceſſary forces, and ſtrength to act. Theſe 
ſhort prayers and interior deſires are vic- 
tims, which breathe forth a more odori- 
ferous ſmell, than the perfumes which were 
formerly offered. 

The revolt of our paſſions, the multi- 
tude of our temptations, the pain we find 
in labour, are as many admonitors to put 
us hourly in mind of expoſing them to 
God; e to engage him to come to 
ſuccour 


gf 6 5 : 


©. wid 


= ww I waa < 7 0 WE 


1 


. 


ſuccour us, and make us feel the effects of 


Sacrifice of expiation includes both grief 


— 


however ſmall it be, you interiorly deteſt 


n 


his mercies. 
The fourth Sacrifice is that of Expiation, 
or Propitiation, which we ought alſo to 
offer perpetually. There is no Sacrifice 
which we ſhould more frequently offer 
than this, we having in the bottom of our 
ſouls a ſource of fin, which even the juſt 
feel, and often every day they deplore the 
effects of it, and are obliged to have re- 
courſe to this Sacrifice to expiate them. 
There are two things in ſin, the guilt 
which is the offence of God, and the pain 
which is the chaſtiſement it deſerves. The 


for and puniſhment of the fault. You will 
perpetually offer this Sacrifice, if as ſoon 
as you perceive yourſelf fallen into any fin, 


it, and mortify yourſelf in ſomething ; or 
at leaſt in your examinations night and 
morning, if you not only grieve for the 
fins you have committed, but alſo impoſe 
ſome penance on yourſelf in ſatisfaction. 
How holy would our life bez if, from 
morning to night, we employed ourſelves 
in offering ſome of theſe Sacrifices. Some- 
times making acts of conformity to the 
will of God, at other times thanking him 
for his benefits, then imploring his 
| „„ an 
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and, in ſhort, blotting out our ſins and of- 
fences by acts of penance interior or exte- 
rior ; thus every moment offering ſome 
Sacrifice, to God. | 


If at firſt this EE Ju ſhould be pain- 
ful and hard, 2, with the aſſiſtance of 


God's grace, will render it ſweet and eaſy: 
And the hopes that by it you may aug- 


ment the number of the victims of love 


which eternally in heaven will immolate 
themſelves to the will and pleaſure of God, 
will incline you ſtill more to ſo advan- 
tageous a practice. 


END. 
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To excite. us to the frequent | 


M E D 1 T A T I O N 
07 our Savroun's Paſſion. 


of Jeſus Chriſt, ſhould never paſs 

a day without remembering and 
thanking his Divine Majeſty for the in- 
comparable benefit of our redemption, at 


| leaſt the day of the week, on which it 
was effected, ſhould be conſecrated to the 


remembrance of it. This great day was 
Friday, a day of all days the moſt afflict- 
ing to our dear Saviour, and the moſt be- 
neficial to us; fince then was offered in 
ſacrifice the Life and Blood of God, to 
obtain the life and ſalvation of man. It 
was, and with reaſon, the dolefulleſt day 
that ever the world beheld, or the ſun 


gave light unto; and ſhould be to us a 


oy dedicated to Love and Gratitude, for 
what 


gl 


N 
what our dear Saviour then did and ſuffered 
for us; yet few there are who ſo much as 


entertain a ſerious thought of that im- 
menſe Lobe of God, or who return one 
ſpark of love for ſo great a flame. 


To move us, at Jeaſt, to fo holy and 


grateful a practice, let us conſider the 


dignity of it, which appears by our Lord's 
recommending it to Sf, Francis, who 


| begged of Almighty God to diſcover to 
him what exercite of Piety would be moſt 
to him; and being inſpired to 
take the Holy Scripture into his hands, 


pleaſing 


and having ſeveral times opened and ſhut 
it, he always met with the Hiſtory of our 


Saviour's Paſſion, which convinced him, 


that the meditation of Chriſt's ſuffering 
was more acceptable to God than any 
other exerciſe of Piety. 


And, moreover, our Saviour exalts this | 


exerciſe to the higheſt degree, ſince he fo 


much eſteems the Memory of his Paſſion, 


that, to the end it might be daily renewed, 
he inſtituted the Holy Sacrifice of the 


Maſs. | 


A Second Motive to this Exerciſe, 18 
the utility and advantage of it. For Se. 


Bonaventure ſays that he, who devoutly 


employs himſelf in the Meditation of our 
Saviour 8 Life and Paſſion, will abundantly 


find 
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find all things neceſſary and uſeful for 


him; ſo that he need ſeek no further. 
'Tis a ſtrong defence againſt temptations ; / 


for if the Devil trembles at the painted | 


image of the Croſs of Chriſt, how much 
more will he be terrifted to ſee it engraven | 
in our ſouls by the continual Meditation 


of our Saviour's Paſſion ? 'Tis alſo a 0 
double wall againſt ſin, for it raiſes fear, ? 
and creates love, both powerful motives 


to keep us from ſin; Fear, by ſeeing it 
puniſhed and expiated with ſo great tor- | 
ments in the perſon of the Son of God, 
and Love for him, who has loved us fs | 
ſo great an exceſs, as to give his life for 
us; how can we reflect on this and offend 
him any more ! 


The practice of this Holy Exerciſe, 


will be of great comfort and advantage 


to us at the hour of death : for to He” 
like a Chriſtian, we muſt die in the em- 
brace of Jeſus Crucified, with what con- 
fidence will that perſon reſign his foul 
in the wounds of his Lord, who has 
lived all his life in them by frequent 
contemplation ? Chriſt will then embrace 


that faithful foul, who in this life was 


mindful of his . Tis a means 
alſo to avoid the pains of Purgatory, for 
TY there 


ty 


there is nothing that can ſo readily quench 
thoſe flames, as the blood of Chriſt, and 
his infinite ſatisfactions, which are ap- 
plied to us by the remembrance of his 
Paſſion. It is recounted that a ſoul was 
preſerved from Purgatory, for accuſtom- 
ing herſelf, whenever ſhe ſaw a Crucifix, 
to beg for thoſe bitter pains our Lord 
ſaffered at his death on the Croſs, that 
he would free her from the pains of 
Purgatory. 

Albertus Magnus affirms, that one ſim- 
ple and devout memory of our Saviour's 
ſufferings, is more advantageous, and more 
pleaſing to God, than daily «diſciplines 
to blood, the faſting a whole year with 
bread n water, or the reciting the 
whole Plalter every day. If fo, what 
treaſures of grace will they have laid 
up who have practiſed it many years; 
what peace of mind in life, and ſecurity 


* at the hour of death! 


Though there are many perſons who 
content themſelves with only conceiving 
the greatneſs of our Saviour's ſuffering, 
and feeling a ſingular compaſſion for 
them, in meditating on the Paſſion ; yet 
that is not the only affection to be uſed, 


nor the only fruit to be gathered _ 
the 


1 
the ſame; nevertheleſs it is the ground- 
work and foundation of the reſt; ſince 


the more we conceive and compaſſionate 


our Lord's ſufferings, the more we ſhall ' 
lament and deteſt fin, which has coſt ! 
him ſo dear. We ſhall alſo thereby more 
viſibly perceive the virtues he gives us 
example of, and be ſenfible, that the 
greateſt patience is that which endures ' 
moſt ; the greateſt humility, that which 


is moſt depreſſed ; the greateſt meekneſs, 
that which is the moſt filent amidſt the . . | 


greateſt wrongs; and 'the greateſt obe- 
dience, that which ſubmits to the hardeſt 
things; this ſhews that conceiving the 
greatneſs of our Saviour's pains, 1s the 
ground-work of the affections and fruit 
we ſhould draw from the Meditation of 
his Paſſion. 2955 

Saint Thomas ſays, that laying aſide 
the pains of the next world, which are 
thoſe of Hell and Purgatory, Chriſt 
ſuffered the greateſt, for none. in this 
world ever have, or ever will endure fo 
great; and this he proves by many 
reaſons, but I ſhall only mention three 
of them, 25 

The firſt is the greatneſs of his Cha- 
rity, which was greater than can be ima- 
N 2 gined 


„ 
gined e or conceived; this cauſed him moſt 
earneſtly to defire the Glory of God, and 
the Salvation of men: and becauſe the 
greater pains he endured for ſin, the more 

fully he made atonement to God for them, 
and the . more compleatly he redeemed 


man; he would have his ſufferings be 
exceſſive. | 


The ſecond was the ſimple nature of 


his pains, which had no mixture of com- 
fort or eaſe. Never any one in- this life 
ſuffered ſuch pains without ſome quali- 
fication or comfort, which rendered them 
more tolerable ; but cur Saviour excluded 
all ways, by which he might find the 
leaſt eaſe or comfort. 

The third was the tenderneſs of his 
body; which being the moſt perfect, 
and of the beſt conſtitution, was conſe- 
quently more tender and ſenſible of pain 
than any other. 

What do we owe his Divine Majeſty 
for all he has done and ſuffered for us? 
We certainly owe him all wel are, or arc 
capable of ; but ſince we have nothing of 
our own that is worth his acceptance, let 
us, at leaſt, labour to make our lives en- 
tirely his, lince he is all ours. And if 
we cannot every day, we may at leaſt once 
a 
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: WE 
a week, on the Friday, give ourtelves to 
the cor ſideration of what he has ſuffered 
for us. Jn. 

The following Meditations, in which 
is contained our Saviour's Paſſion, may 
ſerve for that effect, uſing one of them at 
a time, 


Six-and-Twenty Meditations of the Paſſi;ns 

far Friday, which will ſufice for Half a 
Year, and, if repeated, will compleat the 
whole Year. Hs 


| MEDITATION. 


ONSIDER that the Son of God, the 
evening before he ſuffered and died, 
in token of his infinite love, and to per- 
petuate the memory of his death and paſ- 
fion, left his body and blood, with his 
whole divinity, to be received by us in 


the Holy Euchariſt. How does the great- 


neſs of his love, and his deſire of being 
continually remembered by us, appear in 
this myſtery ? When lovers part, they 


give each other ſome tokens to refreſh the 


memory ; ſo our Saviour inſtituted this 
Divine Sacrament, that in his abſence it 
"42 might 


6 | 
might be a remembrance of his Holy 
Paſſion and Sacred Perſon ; therefore when 


he inſtituted it he ſaid, Every time you do 


this, do it in WR ee of me ; that is, to 
remember how much I loved you ; how 


much I valued you ; and how much I 


ſuffered for you. 

Thus his motive, in nn this 
Holy Table, was purely, that by this ſtu- 
pendous food, and daily unbloody facri- 
tice, he might continually renew the me- 
mory of his precious death. 


II. MEDITATION, 


* 


T HE time our Saviour choſe to prepare 

this delightful banquet was the night 
before his paſſion, when the greateſt pains 
and ſufferings in the world were preparing 
for him, when men were contriving his 
crucifixion and death ; then he thought 
of beſtowing himſelf entirely upon them, 
with his Divinity, and all the treaſures of 
his power, wiſdom, and goodneſs ; his 
love for us could not bear a long abſence, 
and therefore he invented this admirable 
way of remaining with us, that to him 
we might fly for refuge, invoke him in 
our neceſſities, and ſpeak to him face to 
| face, 
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face, when we are in diſtreſs; that his 
preſence might ſtir up our devotion, in- 


creaſe our reverence, ſtrengthen our hope, 
and enflame our love. 


What thanks do we owe to our dear 


Saviour for all this? all we can fay, or 


do for love of him, comes infinitely ſhort 
of our debt: let us invite the Angels 
to bleſs, praiſe, and magnify his 58 
Majeſty for us; and let us beg of his 
infinite goodneſs, through the bowels of 
his mercy and love, that when he ſhall 
enter our hearts, he will be pleaſed to 
unite them to himſelf, ſo that they may 


never more be ſeparated from him. 


III. Mrptr Arien 


(CONSIDER that our Lord having in- 
ſtituted the. Bleſſed Sacrament, and 
left us a moſt convincing demonſtration 
of his love, he retired into the garden 
to pray, and prepare himſelf for death, 
taking with him three of his Diſciples, 
to whom he ſpoke theſe mournful words, 
my Soul is forrowful unto Death. Then 
going a little aſide from them, he with 
great recollection and reverence began to 
Pray. He ä himſelf from his 

Diſciples, 


„ ) 
Diſciples, and from all that might occaſion 
_ diſtraction, for our example; — kneeling 


on the ground, he proſtrated with the 
greateſt humility of body, but much more 


of ſoul, to adore his Eternal Father, and 
giving way to all the pains and ſuf- 


ferings of his paſſion, that they might 


ſeize upon his ſoul, before they tor- 
mented his body; he was overwhelmed 
with grief and ſadneſs, proceeding from 
the clear foreſight, and natural appre- 


henſion of his approaching Paſſion, which 


was ſo great, that his ſoul endured ſuch 
an anguiſh and agony, as none in the 


world had ever ſuffered. This appeared 


by the Blood which guſhed out all over 
his Body; and this ſtrange ſort of ſweat, 
never before heard of in the world, was 


a token of the greatneſs of the inward 


Agony of his ſoul. As there was never 


ſuch a ſweat, ſo there was never ſo 


great a ſorrow. The natural horror our 
Lord had of his Paſſion, muſt have 


been infinitely great to have cauſed it! 


There are good Authors of opinion, 


that our Lord in that ſweat loſt more 


than cee thouſand * of 
Blood. 


IV. MEpiTATION. 


. 
IV. MEDITATION. 


GRE and behold, my ſoul, what a con- 
dition thy Lord is in for thee ! beſet 
with ſo much anguiſh, ſtruggling and 
fainting under the apprehenſions of death, 
going and coming from the Diſciples to 
the Eternal Father, and from the Eternal 
Father to the Diſciples, and finding no 
comfort from either, he continues his 
prayer for three hours, begging his Fa- 
ther, that F it were poſſible that cup might 
paſs from bim. Here we may take notice, 
that he firſt ſays, Father, to you ail things | 
are poſſible. And after adds, F it be po/= 
able, let this cup paſs from me. What could 
make this impoſſible to him, to whom | i 
all things are poſſible? O! it was only 
his love for us which made it ſo ! oy 

O extaſy of love! O ſtupendous ef- 
fect of God's pity and compaſſion towards 
us l he, to redeem a ſlave, has delivered 
up his only Son, that we might be de- 
livered from the jaws of Satan, and pains 
of Hell; though we did not aſk it, yet 
for our ſakes he refuſes his moſt innocent 
don what he petitions for himſelf with 
Sweat of Blood. And after this ſo great 
an effect of God's love, we are frighted 
„ | from 


e 
from our duty to him by the leaſt df. 
ficulty, and can take no pains for his 


ſake, nor pray an hour, nor forgive 


an injury, nor reſiſt a temptation, for 
love of him. 


v. MEDITATION. 


ONSIDER that after our Saviour's 
prayer was ended, there preſently 
came a troop of armed men, and at the 
head of them Judas, who with a kiſs 
betrayed his Divine Maſter. The Diſ- 
ciples ran away and abandoned his Sacred 
Perſon to that herd of bloody wolves, 
who ſet upon that ſpotleſs Lamb left 
alone in their power. Who can hear, 
without being moved with all the af- 
fections of love and grief, the barbarity 
with which they treated our dear Sa- 
viour! They bound his hands behind 
him with cords, and, aſter an inhuman 
manner, dragged him along the ſtreets 
with a rope about his neck, ſome pulling 
him forwards, and others back widds with 
violence, What did our dear Lord ſuffer 
on this occaſion ! what pain, confuſion, and 
diſgrace ! all which he willingly under- 
went for our lakes, offering himſelf a 
| Sacrifice 
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Sacrifice for our Salvation; though, at 
the ſame time, he knew we would a 


thouſand times betray him, who ſuffered 
ſuch affronts for our love. 

If his Diſciples left and abandoned 
him, twas becauſe of the danger they 
ſaw; but we forſake him without the 
alarm of danger, and fee the peril we 
run into, by departing from him. How 
much greater is our crime than theirs ! 
let us with a heart full of forrow 
beg pardon for having ever left him, 
by offending him, and reſolve to do ſo 
no more, Grant me, dear Lord, this 
favour, that I may ever remain faſt bound 
to you, by all the duties of my- ſtate, 
and for Eternity, be never ſeparated 
from you; | 


VI. MEDITATION. 


ONSIDER how Chriſt having been 

taken in the garden, bound hand 
and foot, and his whole body loaden 
with chains, is preſented before Annas, 
where he is accuſed of ſpeaking arro- 
gantly to the High Prieſt; for which he 
receives a box on the ear, from a hand 
armed with a Gauntlet, which was ich 
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the chains of his love for us, 


His ſake. 


( 14 ) 


leſs painful, than injurious and affronting. 


The wicked High Prieſt, and all that 
were about him, ſcoffed and laughed to 
ſee our Lord ſo ſtruck. Refle a little 
who it is that is thus treated, as ſpeaking 
arrogantly? Tis no leſs than God him- 


ſelf, King of kings, and Lord of lords, 


the wiſdom of the Eternal Father ; and 


ſhall ſo great a Majeſty receive ſo in- 
jurious an affront for ſpeaking to a vile 
wretched man, a Rakehell, guilty of all 
ſorts of wickedneſs ? 

Admire, that the earth does not diſ- 


folve at ſo great a prodigy of impiety ; 
that a thunderbolt does not cruſh that 


impious hand, and that the angels can 
ſuffer ſuch an injury done to God: 


Admire again and again the infinite love 


of God, who binds his own hands with 
that 
he might not revenge the injuries done 
to his Son | Admire ſtill more his 
goodneſs in ſuffering you, who have 
fo often buffeted him, and have fo 
little profited by ſo great an example 
of Patience, as not to be able to ſuf- 
fer the leaſt i injury, ſlight, or affront, for 


| 
| 
| 
1 


VII. MgepiTATION. 


* Fol 
VII. MzDITATTON. 


6 how Annas and Caiapbas, 
with all their wicked crew, being 
retired to take their reſt, Chriſt is fo 
far from being allowed to take -any, that 
he is committed to the rabble rout of 
Soldiers, to ſerve them for ſport. Here 
reflect, that the Eternal Wiſdom. of God 
is become the ſport of wicked men; he 
is mocked and ſcoffed at the whole 
night, by thoſe impious wretches, for 
ſo St. Luke relates, ſaying, that ſame night 
the Soldiers that guarded him, ſcaffing at 
him, covered his face; and ſtriking bim 
Jaid, Propheſy to us, O Chriſt, who it was 
that firuck thee ? and many Blaſphemies they 
uttered againſt hin. We may imagine 
what a night our Saviour had among 
thoſe ſavage Executioners, whole cruelty 
cannot be conceived ; nor will it ever be 
known till the day of judgment, what 
our Saviour ſuffered that night. If a 
ſtranger we never ſaw, or heard of before, 
if a thief, if a murderer, ſhould be fo 
unworthily and cruelly treated, we ſhould 
be moved with compaſſion; and ſhall 
we not compaſſionate our dear Redeemer, 
who has ſuffered ſuch unworthy things 
O for 
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for us ? We ought to fill all places with 
our ſighs and groans; but, O great in- 
gratitude ! ſo far we are fam this, that 
we eaſily. forget ſo a a prodigy of 
ſuffering love! 

Conſider moreover how; whilſt this 
was acting, St. Peter denied our Lord. 
What a wound was this to the heart 
of Jeſus! How deeply did it afflict him! 
Far more than all he ſuffered beſides. 
Yet how often do we deny our Divine 
Maſter ? As often as we voluntarily offend 
him. If after looking on our Crucified 
Saviour, it happens to us as it did to 
St. Peter, that our Lord looks on us 
by his interior grace, let us, with &.. 
Peter, weep bitterly; for how can we 
behold him in that fad condition without 
tears? 


VIII. MEDITATION. 
(CONSIDER how, that diſmal NY 


being paſt and morning now come, 
they hurry our Lord, bound: with ropes, 
to Pate, and then to Herod, and then 
to Pilate again; all which way his 
Divine Majeſty went with exceeding 
wearineſs of body, by reaſon of the 
torments 


torments of the paſt night, and want 


we make him guilty of death, by thoſe 


taking ours upon him; and therefore he 


man. 


1 


of ſleep. Both before Pate and Herod, 
he was continually accuſed by the Jews, 
but none of their accuſations were found 
true. Then there roſe up other wit- 
neſſes againſt him, more powerful than 
the former, and they procured his death ; 
but who could they be? Alas! none 
but ourſelves, who continually accuſe 
him by finning : for, he being our bail, 


crimes which make us ſo; thus he, 
though. truly innocent as to any crime 


of his own, makes himſelf guilty by 


held his peace and was filent, becauſe 
he could not refute this accuſation ; which 
ſilence made him paſs for a fool or mad- 
man in Herod's court; and did we not 
know him to be the wiſdom of the 
Eternal . Father, his judgment might 
be called in queſtion, for undergoing 
what we ſee him ſuffer for ungrateful 


Whilſt you conſider him in this con- 
dition, imagine you hear him ſay to you: 
Doſt thou conſider what I have done for 
thee? Thou calleſt me the Word of God, 


and the Eternal Wiſdom, and I am ſo; 
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if then I have choſen to be contemned 
and deſpiſed in this world for thee, 


oughteſt not thou to do the ſame for me? 


vee what your practice has hitherto been, 


if conformable to his example or no, 


and what you reſolve it ſhall be for the 
future. | 


IX. MEDITATION. 


(CONSIDER how Pilate, to Ls” 


*— our Lord's accuſers, commanded he 
ſhould be ſcourged, thinking by this 
means to appeaſe the rage of his enemies. 
With what horror was not our dear 


Lord ſtruck, when he heard the ſentence 


of his flagellation? May we not think 


he ſweat Blood again with the terror 


of it? Yet he ſubmitted to it. No 
ſooner was this cruel order given, but 
the executioners laid hold of him. What 


ſpectacle of horror could exceed this! 
His hands tied behind his back, he is 


violently hurried away by two or three 
hangmen, the rods and whips are pre- 
pared, they ſtrip him naked and tie him 
to a pillar, and then begin, with a hel- 
liſh rage, to diſcharge their laſhes and 
ſtripes upon his delicate body, and _ 

is 


1 
bis moſt pure fleſh, adding ſcourges to 
1 and wounds to wounds, ſo that 


he received more than five thouſand 
ſtrokes; which flagellation was beyond 


example bloody and cruel. We could 


not have the heart to beat a dog after 
that manner, how then can we be ſo 
hard-hearted as to conſider our Saviour 


ſo barbarouſly treated, and not thed one 


tear ? 
X. MEDITATION. 


Dor us more attentively condider this 
cruel 8 pectacle, and view our dear 
Saviour's Tat all in a gore blood, and his 
fleſh torn from his bones. What a fight 
1s it to ſee the Lord of the creation: tied 
to a pillar and whipped like a malefaQtor ! 
What can this mean, my God! What 
puniſhment 1s this ? What crimes have 
you committed, my Lord, to be thus 
ſcourged ? Ha! it is plain that my fins are 
the cauſe; for having taken upon him my 
debts, he is liable to the payment due for 
them. 


Draw near to his Divine Majeſty, and 
imagine that whilſt he ſuffers this for you, 


he ſays to you: Vill there never, do you 


O 3 think, 
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think, be wounds enough ? It is in your 
power to prevent any more. With eyes full 
of tears, and a heart full- of compaſſion, 
bewail your impieties, weep over your 

ingratitude, and waſh the wounds of your 
dear Saviour with tears of compunction, 
for he expects it from you. Then con- 
{ider what return you have made him; and 
if none, deplore your ingratitude, and 
think what you will do hereafter. Shall a 
light fear (as it has done) hinder you from 
fulfilling his will, when ſo great a horror 


did not hinder him: from procuring your 


| 


{alvation ? 


XI. MEDiTATION: 


\ONSIDER that our Saviour's flagel- 
lation was no ſooner ended but ano- 
ther, not leſs painful torture, was prac- 


tiſed on him; to wit, the crowning him 


with thorns. The Evangeliſt ſays, that 
after they had tormented our Lord with 
ſtripes, the ſoldiers came to ſcoff and jeer 


at our Saviour's ſufferings, and platting 


a crown of thorns, they preſſed it on his 
ſacred head; many of the thorns broke (as 
St. Bernard ſays) in entering his head, 
an many 3 his ſcull, and touched 


his 


9 


his brain. And they put on his ſhoulders 
a ſoldier's coat, inſtead of the purple robe 


to what we ſuffer, we cannot bear it. Let 
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then uſed by kings; and having given him 
a reed for a ſcepter, by way of mockery 
and deriſion, they bowed their knees and 


ſaluted him, as a mock king, a king of 


beggars and fools ; then they buffetted him 
and ſpit in his face, and taking the reed 


out of his hand, they ſtruck him with it 


on his head, ſaying, Hail King of the Jews. 
It is hard to decide whether the pain 
our Saviour ſuffered on this occaſion, or 


the affront put on him were the greater; 


but both ſhew the greatneſs of his love, 
which not ſatisfied with his dying of any 


ſort of death, would chuſe the moſt bitter 


and ignominious one that could be ima- 


gined : For, if we obſerve, we ſhall find 


that each torment our Saviour ſuffered was 


always accompanied with ſome great hu- 
miliation, to ſignify to us, that ſufferings 


and humiliations are the two individual 


pieces of our Saviour's Croſs which are 


never to be ſeparated, for the one without 
the other makes no Croſs; and we are 


always endeavouring to ſeparate them; we 
are willing to ſuffer, if no humiliation 


attends it; but if humiliations are added 


us 
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us remember that ſufferings without hu- 
miliation, is not Chriſt's Croſs, but only 
a part of it; but both together make it 
entire, and humiliation is the chief Piece 
of it. | 


XL. MEDITATION. 


\ONSIDER how Pilate, defirons to 

releaſe our Saviour, whom he judged 
innocent, being ſenſible it was only the 
envy of his enemies which made them 
ſeek his death, for that effect expoſed our 
Lord in the lamentable condition the ſol- 
diers had reduced him to, thinking that 
the very fight of him would be enough to 
quell their fury. 

Let us endeavour to be preſent in ſpirit 
at that doleful ſpectacle, and attentively 
obſerve our dear Redeemer : See with what 
ſhame and confuſion he ſtands before that 
multitude; his hands bound; a garment 


ſharp thorns upon his head, and a reed 
in his hand; his body all torn and runn- 
ing with gore blood ; his face ſwelled with 
buftets ; deformed with ſpittle and covered 
with blood, which ran from his ſacred 
pierced head; for having his hands bound, 

. 


of ſcorn on his ſhoulders; a crown of 


C 23} | 
he could not wipe off the blood which 
trickled down his face; his eyes were 
blood-ſhot and almoſt blind; in fine, ſuch 
was his aſpect, that he ſcarce looked like 
a Man, notwithitanding this diſmal fight 
did not move his enemies to compaſſion. 


XIII. MEDITATION. 


EH OLD, my ſoul, your God See 
to what a condition his love for you 


has brought him that he might ſatisfy, in 


his own perſon, for. your fins, and ſuffer 


the puniſhment due for them. If you aſk 


him who it was that crowned him with 
that dolorous diadem? He will anſwer 
you, Behold the Man, yourſelf, your pride 
and defire of appearing. If, who put 
that ragged garment on his ſhoulders ? 
Behold the Man, yourſelf, by your luxury 


and love of fine apparel. If, who put 


the reed into his hand? Behold the Man, 
yourſelf, by your unſteadineſs in good, 
and inconſtancy in your reſolutions to 
ſerve him. If, who tore and rent his 
Sacred Body ? Behold the Man, yourſelf, 
by your detracting tongue, and leſſening 
the reputation and good name of others. 


0 
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0 my God! Muſt thoſe fins which I 


have od: ſo eaſily and lightly coſt 


you ſo much? Was ſo great a penalty due 


to me for them? Yes, my ſoul, while 


we were ſporting in the ſtreets of Babylon, 


ſentence of death was pronounced againſt 


us in the Royal Chamber; whereupon 


the only begotten Son of God, caſting 


away his diadem, with aſhes ſprinkled on 
his head, barefoot, and weeping, went to 
the place of execution, and offered him- 
ſelf to die inſtead of his Servant. What 
an exceſs of goodneſs! And mall we, 
after this, nil mock and ſcoff at his tears? 
Shall we, with the perfidious Jews, give 
ſentence againſt him by our fins? Crying, 
with them, T, ake him oy and crucity 


him ! 


Be confounded ! and falling at his feet, 
beg pardon for having ever done it, and 
reſolve, with his Grace, never to do fo 


any more; but to make hm for the fu- 
ture the only object of your Love, and 


your only recourſe in diſtreſs. When 
in affliction, ſay to yourſelf, Behold the 
Man, who is the only one that can com- 
fort me. When attacked with fear, ſay, 
Behold the Man, in whom I truſt and 


confide, and will ever do ſo. In ſuffeirngs 


and 
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and pains think on his, and unite yours 
with them; and fo likewiſe in all diffi- 
culties have recourſe to that God- man, 


and keep cloſe to him for time and for 
eternity. 


XIV. MrplrArloN. 


ONSIDER how our Lord was 
expoſed to the view of the people in 


that deplorable condition, together with 


Barrahbas, that they might chuſe one of 
them to be freed from death. What an 
affront and contempt of our Saviour, to 
compare him with a wicked thief, and 
much greater was it to prefer the thief 
before him! Admire the impiety of the 
Jews, and ſtill more your own. The 
Jews knew him not for what he was, or 
they would never have done as they did; 
but we who know and profeſs him to be 
God, do, notwithanding, daily prefer our 
wicked defires and affections before him. 
But, above all, let us admire the inſcru- 
table abyſs of God's love, which preferred 
our ſalvation to the welfare of his only 
Son, who is of ſuch infinite value that 
Eternity contains nothing ſo prectous ! and 
hace he would be ſo humbled for us, let 
us 
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us promiſe him that, from henceforward, 


we will love and prefer him before all 

things, and will be content, for his ſake, 
to be poſtponed to thoſe that are inferior 

to us. _ 


XV. MepiTATION. 


ONSIDER how the Jews having 


4 Choſen Barrabbas, and defired Chriſt 
ſhould be crucified, the judge condemned 
him in theſe words: I Pontius Pilate con- 
 demn thee Feſus to be hanged upon a Croſs. 

Our Saviour hearing the ſentence given 
by the wicked judge, immediately put 
himſelf on his knees (as Sf. Bonaventure 
relates) and received it kneeling, to ſhew 
his obedience and ſubmiſſion to the will 
of his Father. Behold here, on the one 
fide, the judge fitting on a tribunal, a 
place raiſed above the reſt, and on the 
other ſide the Lord of Majeſty upon his 
knees! How comes Majeſty to be reduced 
fo low ? Ah, it is becauſe the ſervant had 
committed high treaſon againſt his God, 
and was to have been puniſhed with 


eternal death, unleſs his Lord would ſatiſ- 
fy, in his own perſon, for his offences! 
Can we, after this, doubt of God's love 
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for us, and deſire of our ſalvation ? Let 
us baniſh ſuch ungrateful thoughts, and 
putting our traſt and confidence in him, 
beg, as well as confide, that ſince he 
would undergo the ſentence of death for 
our ſalvation, he will not condemn us 
to eternal death, which we juſtly deſerve 
for our offences. | 


XVI. MrDiTATION. 


| \ONSIDER how, as ſoon as the 
Au ſentence was given, they immediately 
brought forth the Croſs, which was very 
weighty, and laid it on his ſhoulders all 
torn with ſtripes. This was a cruelty 
never practiſed towards any, to load an 
unhappy man with the gibbet on which he 
was to be executed; yet this they do to 
our dear Saviour, who receives and, em- 
braces it, as the altar on which he is to 
be ſacrificed for the glory of his Eternal 
Father and our ſalvation; and though he 
knew that his ſtrength was ſo ſpent with 
what he had ſuffered, and the loſs of fo 
much blood, that he ſhould fink under the 
weight of it; yet he does not refuſe it, 
to give us example not to refuſe, under any 
1 55 P ptetence, 
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pretence, to carry the Croſs God requires 
we ſhould carry. 

Let us, my ſoul, follow our dear Sa- 
viour in this painful proceſſion, and re- 
member that he once ſaid, / — one Will 

came after me, let bim deny bimſel if, and take 


up his Croſs and follow me. 


cannot, in gratitude, refuſe to do for his 


| ſake, while we behold him falling under 


the weight of the Croſs he carries for us; 
and at the ſame time know, that the 
burden aud weight of our fins is much 
heavier to him than his Croſs. With 


what pains and difficulty, being come to 


the foot of Mount Calvary, does he aſcend 
it! How was his ſacred feet cut with the 
ſharpneſs of that craggy rock ? How many 
horrible ſhakes did the Croſs give to his 
crown of thorns, renewing all the wounds 


of his facred head. 
XVII MEDITATION. 


CONSIDER how, being come to 
the top of the hill, they took off his 
Croſs but * his Crown. Then ſtripping 
him naked for the third time, they re- 
newed all his former wounds, and made 
the blood * out afreſh, What a fad 

mw ſpectacle 


It is what we 
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ſpectacle was it to ſee all our Saviour's 


body torn from head to foot, and in a gore 
blood! in the meanwhile the other exe- 
cutioners were employed in preparing 
nails, cords, &c. and boring holes in the 
Croſs, and digging a pit to plant it in. 
All things being ready for his crucifixion, 
it is probable ſome of his executioners, 
leſs barbarous than the reſt, might ſay to 
him, Come, poor man, it is time to put 
an end to thy miſerable life, lay thee 
down upon this bed prepared for thee. 
Others, more cruel, take hold of him and 


fling him down upon the Croſs. What 


heart can behold this and not burſt with 
grief? What, may we imagine, might be 
the thoughts and affections that poſſeſt 
the heart of our dear Redeemer, when he 
lay ſtretched out upon the Croſs. What 


ought to be ours in beholding him fo ? 


XVIII. MEeDpitTATION. 


SNONISDER how, though Chriſt 


had already given ſuch great and 
unqueſtionable proofs of his love for us; 
yet, leſt we ſhould doubt of it, he would 
confirm it by this prodigy of love, writing 
us all in his hands. See with what pen 
2 - - and 
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„ | 
and ink the names of all mankind are 
written there. The nails are the pens 
and his blood the ink, and he is pleaſed 
to retain the characters, and to have them 
before his eyes, in memory of us, for all 
eternity. 

Reſſect attentively with what pain to 
our dear Saviour theſe characters were 
written in his Crucifixion. His Diviney 
Majeſty being ſtretched on the Croſs as on 
a rack: they firſt take his right hand, and 
placing it on the hole, before made for it, 
in the Croſs, they nail it to the ſame by 
{ſeveral ſtrokes of a hammer. 

The pain, cauſed by this wound, made 
all the nerves and finews of his body 
ſhrink up towards the hand that was nailed oF 
and drew the body after them. Our 1 


Lord's body being thus drawn to that fide, 12 
the cruel executioners laying hold of the Pa 
other hand to make it reach to the pre- 1 8 
pared hole, were forced to ſtretch it with FP 
tuch violence, that all the bones of our hs 
Saviour's breaſt were drawn from their 15 
places. Imagine what pain he ſuffered, 500 
and what ſtreams of blood ifſued from 1 
both his hands, which were bored through as 
with ſuch vaſt great nails: But when they | oY 
came to his feet, what force, what vio- 2 


lence 


martyrdom. 
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lence were they fain to uſe to make them 
deſcend to the holes deſigned for them! 


And being nailed with the like great 
nails, a river of blood ran from them. 


The pains our Saviour endured in his 
Crucifixion were likely the greateſt 'of all 
his paſſion. 
paſſion ſhall move you too. 


XIX. MEDITATION. 


CONSIDER how, he baba now 
crucified, there remains only to lift 
vp the Croſs. and plant it in the pit pre- 
pared for it. O executioners, ſpare a 


little this afflicted man, this man of do- 


lours ! and do not ſhake him too roughly, 
for the leaſt motion will cauſe him a new 
But alas! They are fo far 
from having any conſideration of what 
he ſuffers, that not content with rudely 
dragging the. Croſs along, they let it 
fall into the pit, with ſuch impetuoſity, 


and ſo violent a jolt, that it was revealed 
to Saint Mechtilda, our Lord never ſuffered 
ſo ſenſible a pain, during the whole courſe 


of his Paſſion, as he did then. 


F 2 _ Stay ; 


Speak, what Love and Com- 
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Stay here, my ſoul, and proſtrate em- 
brace the feet of thy dying Saviour, and 
mingling thy tears with his precious 
blood, ſay to him, with a heart full of 
contrition, O adorable Saviour, how can 
] live -when my fins have cauſed your 
death ? O great God, merciful Redeemer! 
pardon me my offences, and have mercy 
on me. Grant me this favour, I con- 
jure you, by the blood which flows from 
all your wounds ; receive me into your 
favour, and give me the grace rather 


to die than ever voluntarily offend you 
more. 


ts 


xx iir 


ON TEMPLATE, my fol, thy 

God and Saviour in the greateſt ne- 
ceffty, in the greateſt poverty, Having not 
a rag to cover him, nor a drop of water to 
quench his burning thirft ; in the greateſt 
infamy, the Croſs being, in thoſe times, 
the puniſhment only of thieves and noto- 
rious malefaCtors ; in the greateſt ſorrow, 
for the interior grief he ſuffered in his 


foul far ſurpaſſed the pre” he fattered in 
me N J. 


Thus 
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Thus he hangs three hours, till death, | 
not able in the leaſt to give any eaſe to 
his body, it being only ſupported by nails, 
and the longer it hangs, becomes ftill. 
heavier, and naturally ſinks downwards, 
ſo rending and tearing the nerves to the 
increaſe of his exceſſive pains. Yet he is 
God, and for thy fake reduced to ſuch 
er ſtraits. 

What have we hitherto done or ſuffered 


for him, and what ſhall we reſolve for the 
future ? 


XXI. MEDITATION. 


(CONSIDER. how the time "hilt 

come when bis Divine Majeſty 
would render his laſt breath, he bowed 
down his Sacred Head; his eyes, ſunk 
with exceſs of pain, begin to ok; his 
lips, from whence proceed the words of 
Eternal Life, become cold; and his face 
is Covered with a mortal wanneſs! 

At this very time, when it is uſual for 
others to loſe the uſe of ſpeech, fortified 
by his own virtue, he raiſes his head, 
opens his eyes, and fixing them on heaven, 
he ſays, with a loud voice, Father, into 
thy hands I commend my Spirit. 

Thus 


re 
Thus he ended his life, and the work 


of our redemption ; for bowing down his 
head to ſhew his perfect ſubmiſſion, and 
opening his Sacred Mouth, he gave up the 


Ghoſt. 

But, dear Saviour ! look on me before 
you expire, and hearken to my petitions, 
Give me your Croſs, for fince it was 
dear to you it ſhall be ſo to me: grant 
me your Love, that I may continually 
ſigh after you; and let me never want 


tears to bewail your ſufferings and my 


fins : yes, my God, I deſire that your 
Croſs, your Love, and my Tears, may 
By the nouriſhment of my ſoul. 


XXII. MEgpITATION. 


Ng that then is always great 


regard had to the words of a dying 
man; how much more ought there to 
be to the words of a dying God? We 


ſhould always keep them. in mind, and 


attentively ſtudy them. 

The firſt and ſecond. words our Sa- 
viour ſpoke were in favour of his enemies, 
begging pardon for them, and promiſing 
heaven to te good thief; in which he 

- ſhews 


C23 1 


ſhews himſelf to be a God of infinite mercy 
and goodneſs, 

Nothing is ſo hard to nature as to for- 
give an enemy, eſpecially an enemy whoſe 
malice will deprive us of life; yet this 
our dear Saviour did, and we mult al. do 
the like ; forgiving frei our heart, whe- 
ther aſked or not aſked, whatever injury 
has been done us, or . e given us. 

The third word was to recommend us 
all to his bleſſed Mother, in the perſon of 
St. Fobn, ſaying, Woman, behold your Son; 
and to St. John, Behold your Mother. 
What a legacy does our dear Saviour leave 

us! What a gift does he give us! His 
own Mother to be ours ! The Sacred Vir- 
gin, in whom is contained all the perfec- 
tions of the Angels and Saints. Nothing 
more precious could he poſſibly give; for 
when he gave us all to her, in the perſon 
of Saint John, he doubtleſs gave her the 
tenderneſs of a Mother for us all; that we 
may become more worthy of that honour, 
we muſt imitate Saint John in our Love 
and Reſpect towards her, and in making 
our Recourſe to her as to a Mother. 


XXIII. 


r 
XXIII. MEDITATION. 


HE fourth word was, My God, my 


God, why have you forſaken me? This 
a all other ſufferings was the greateſt, and 


moſt ſenfible to our dear Saviour. He 


could not but complain of his being left 


and abandoned by his heavenly Father; and 


his complaint was, as if he thbuld ſay, 
that the world ſhould abandon me, whoſe 
practices I ever condemned, is not to be 
wondered at ; nor that my Diſciples ſhould 
forſake me through fear; but that you, my 
Father, whoſe Glory I ever ſought, and 
whoſe will I ever obeyed, ſhould forſake 
me, is what infinitely afflicts me: What 
leſſon for us! let us never forget it, nor 


our obligation to our dear Saviour, who 


would be forſaken by his Eternal Father, 
that we might not be eternally abandoned 


by him. O Eternal Lord God! you never 


puniſh the ſame crimes twice, and fince 
you have puniſhed my ins in the perſon 
of your dear Son, do not chaſtiſe them 
eternally in me, but give me the grace to 
bewail them during my whole Life. 


Fhe fifth word our Lord-ſpoke was, 1 
Thirſt. Though our Saviour ſuffered a pro- 


digious — thirſt, yet it was not that 
heat 


. 
heat he complained of; its exceeding 
violence did not affect him ſo much as the 
thirſt he had of our Salvation and Sanctifi- 
cation. Since then, my ſoul, it was this he 
complained of, it is in our power, with 
his grace, to ſolace him, by ſeriouſly tend- 


ing to the perfection of the holy ſtate he 
has called us to. | 


XXIV. MEDITATION. 


HE fixth word was, All is conſummated. 
Our dear Saviour ſaid it, becauſe he 
ſaw he had nothing more to accompliſh, 
neither of the Prophets predictions of him, 
his Father's orders, nor his own heart's de- 
fires, He had abandoned his Humanity 
to the power of love ; and love could exact 
no more of it, yet he died in the ardor of 
his interior thirſt; that is, in a burning 
defire to ſee all men profit by his Paſſion 
and Death; and we are more cruel than 
the Jews, if we do not ſolace him, by for- 
faking our fins, following his examples, 

and loving him with all our heart. 
The ſeventh and laſt word was, Father, 
into your Hande I commend my Spirit. 
Join your voice with that of your moſt 
amiable Saviour, and both living and dying 
| ay 
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ſay often with him, my God and my Fa- 
= I commend my ſoul into your 
hands ; take it from the hands of my ene- 
mies, for it is an only one to me, and! 
know that your Divine Son, at his laſt 
_ gaſp, recommended it to Pon with his 
own bleſſed foul. 


XXV. MEDITATION. 


The Taking Fl our Savicur down fron the 
„„ - 


Coupes how the cruel. Jews, not 


content with having tortured our Lord 
- whilſt living, alſo vented their rage on 
him when dead, by piercing his fide with 

a ſpear : This was the utmoſt barbarity in 
them; but our dear Saviour turned it all 
to our advantage. 
Iſt, Pouring out Blood and Water from 
that Sacred Wound, to ' waſh and baptize 
the whole world. 

2dly, Shedding thus the laſt Drop of his 
Blood for our Salvation ; for there yet re- 
mained ſome in his heart. And 

3dly, To open a window to his Sacred 
heart, through which we might penetrate 
to it, and * the heart of God wounded 


for 


C39.) 


for us, with this inſcription in it, God is 
dead fir Love of you. 


Enter, my ſoul, into this Ark of ſecurity, 


by the paſſage which i is opened to. thee in 


his moſt Holy fide ; let it be thy receptacle, 
thy conſtant habitation, thy Temple to 
pray in, and thy heaven to reſt in for ever. 


Fly to his Sacred Wounds whenever ent- 
ed, afflicted, or troubled. 


Before they bury our Lord, approach 


once more in Spirit, and contemplate the 
Author of Life, dead for thee; ſee what 
a deplorable Condition his body is in, 


wounded from head to foot; and then re- 


flect, with St. Bernard, what muſt the 
wounds of our ſoul have been, that Chriſt 
ſhould be thus wounded for us! The 
Angels of peace weep, bitterly. in behold- 


ing him, and all Creatures bewail his death 
as Author of their being: let us do the 


ſame, and that, if poſſible, with tears of 


Blood, ſince we have been the vohappy 


cauſe thereof. ; 
XXVI, MeprTATiON. 


Onfider wah how great. Compaſſion 


and Devotion the Holy Men; draw 
the nails, and take from the Croſs our Sa- 
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viour's Sacred Body. St. Bonaventure ſays 
upon this ſubject, O amiable Paſſion, O 


delightful Death ! If I had been the wood 
of: 15 Croſs, and the hands and feet of my 


God had been nailed upon me, I would 


have ſaid to thoſe Holy Men, who took 
him down from the Croſs, do not ſeparate 
me from my Lord, but bury me with him, 
that I may never be ſeparated from him. 
But what I cannot do with my Body, I 
will do with my heart; O how good is it 


to be with Jeſus Crucifiet? J will make 


three dwellings in him, one in his hands, 
one in his feet, and a perpetual one in his 
precious fide; there I will reſt, repoſe, 


ſleep, and pray; there I will ſpeak to his 


heart, and he will grant me all I ſhall aſk. 
O amiable wounds of our mercifu} Re- 


deemer ! As I was: entering once into them 


with my eyes open, the blood that guſhed 
from them took away my fight ; and when 
could ſee nothing but blood, I entered 


further, feeling about, and found myſelf 


ſo entangled in them, that I can get out no 
more; in them I dwell, by their food I 


am maintained, I drink of their precious 


Liquor, which is ſo ſweet, that I can 


neither: expreſs nor comprehend it. I fear 


to eome out an; this deb — manſion, and 


loſe 


K 
loſe the comfort in which I live; but 1 
firmly hope that, ſince his wounds are 
always open, I ſhall get in again, and make 
them my conſtant habitation. O bleſſed 
ſpear, and bleſſed nails, that opened to us 
the way of life! Were I the point of that 
ſpear, I wonld defire never to come out of 
that Divine Breaſt, and would ſay, This is 
my reſt for ever, here I will dwell, for I 
have choſen this dwelling for my habita- 
tion. Thus far St. Bonaventure. 
Now turning our eyes a while from the 
Son, let us fix them on his Bleſſed Mother, 
who was preſent at all he ſuffered. What 
did her heart feel, to ſee with her own 
eyes the torments he endured, as well in 
ſou] as in body ? Sinking under extreme 
anguiſh, partly for the preſent pains he 
ſuffered, and partly for that they would 
prove uſeleſs to many of thoſe he ſuffered 
for: in all which ſhe could no ways ſolace 
| him. Here her ſoul was pierced with a 
. profound ſorrow, and here ſhe beheld the 
X immenfity of God's goodneſs, and the 
| greatneſs of his Juſtice. To 
| What a ſword of ſorrow pierced her 
ſoul, when ſhe received him dead into her 
arms, and beheld all his wounds! The 
grief of this ſorrowful Mother was ſo great, 
DL Q 2 Pe” that 
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that the is worthily called the Queen of 


Martyrs ; for ſhe loved her dear Son a 
thouſand times better than her own life; 


ſhe would willingly have died in his place, 


and her ſenſe of ſorrow and compaſſion was 
ſo great, that S. Bernardin ſays, If the 
hearts of all men ſhould ſplit with a ſenſe 
of our Saviour's Paſſion, her's would equal 
all the reſt, though they died with grief. 
How great then muſt her's have been * ! 


A Preparation for Communion, drawn from 
the _ Es of our wad s e and 
Burial. 


O one can FW but that, of all 
JN other Preparations, it is the moſt 


ſuitable to our Lord's deſign, fince he com- 


mands us to do it in memory of his Death; 


and his Apoſtle declares, that the death of | 


our Redeemer is announced by receiving 
Communion ; for he ſays, As often as you 
ſhall eat this bread, and drink this Chalice, 
Jon ſhall ſhew forth the Death of our Lord. 
The Sacrifice of Maſs being the ſame 
Sacrifice as that of the Croſs, only with 
this difference, that That was offered to 
the Eternal Father in a bloody Manner, 
and This in an unbloody Manner; it is 
truly a Monument and Commemoration 


of 


630% 
of our Lord's Paſſion; and in it is repre- 
ſented his Death and Paſſion. Nay his 


Burial and Sepulchre are not leſs repre- 


ſented in the Communion of the Prieſt, as 
well as in the other Communicants ; there- 
fore each ſhould endeavour to render him- 


ſelf a neat and well-adorned ſepulchre for 
Chriſt, by means of thoſe virtues which 


the ſepulchre either had or would have 


had, if it had been endowed with reaſon. 

No for the practice, which may be 
divided into two parts, the remote and the 
nearer preparation. As to the firſt, being 
perſuaded that as often as we communicate, 
we become the living ſepulchre of our 


Lord; for that end we mult apply our- 
ſelves to the exerciſe of piety, thereby to 


build a decent Sepulchre for our Saviour 
in the bottom of our hearts. A foul de- 
voted to Chriſt Crucified, who has fo often 
the honour to receive him in her heart, 
where he repoſes as in his Grave, which 
he ſtains with theVermilion of his Precious 
Blood, can do no leſs than dedicate herſelf 
wholly to him; endeavouring to adorn 
herſelf with rich Ornaments, fit for a 


Tomb to receive her God. The tafk is 


great, it being to prepare a dwelling, not 


for an earthly King, but for the great God 


of heaven and earth. Solomon, the wiſeſt 
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-of men, did not think ſeven years too 
-much to build a Temple for the Ark of 
the covenant ; and can we: then think any 


time too much to pros a place where 


God himſelf is to repoſe? Let us then 
adorn our ſouls, for this effect, not only 
| ſeven years, but as long as we live. Did 
we make this our practice, as St. Aloy/zus 
did, what grace ſhould we not obtain. He 
conſecrated the whole week to this exer- 


cife. The three firſt days he employed in 


thankſgiving for the Bleſſed Sacrament he 
had received on Sunday, and the three fol- 


lowing days | in making Preparation for the 
next. 4 * 


In order to this, we muſt make it our 


firſt thought in the morning, and our laſt 


over-night, to prepare in our heart a 
worthy Sepulchre for our dear Saviour, 
who, being dead for us, is defirous to re- 


poſe in our hearts, as in his Grave and Se- 


pulchre. Let us therefore be ſolicitous 
to adorn our hearts in the manner which 


may make them moſt agreeable to him. 
When we riſe i in the morning, and in time 


of our prayer, let us think what ornaments 


we may get that day, in order to it; and 


at night in our Examen, let us ſee what 


we have got, and be truly _ if we have 
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polluted. our heart by ſin, reſolving, as 
much as poſſible, to avoid all fort of fin 


on that account, begging God's grace for 
the future. During the day, let us em- 
brace all occaſions of adorning it, perform- 
ing our prayer with fervour and devotion, 
being ready i in occaſions to practiſe humi- 


lity, patience, obedience, charity, &Cc. 


and never flipping any opportunity, by 


which we may embelliſh it. We muſt 


alſo poliſh its roughneſs by means of mor- 


tification, to render it more acceptable; 
and the hiſtory of our Saviour's ſufferings 
ſhould be engraven therein, which will be 
ſo, if we frequently call them to mind, 
eſpecially during the Maſs that precedes 
our Communion, in which we ought to 
contemplate his death, repreſented by the 
ſame, and diſpoſe our heart to become his 


decent ſepulchre. 


Refleftions to rai 1/e Aﬀedtions for tbe Pur 
Jade N o*.-* 


N theſe words: He was laid in a 
Monument, wherein never yet any had 

been laid.” Conſider, that if the Sepulchre, 
in which Chriſt was laid, had before been 
filled a * carcaſes, and if it 3 
cen 
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been endued with reaſon, what thoughts 
it would have had of its baſeneſs, un- 
worthineſs, and indignity ? - It would 

doubtleſs have acknowledged that it was 
entirely unworthy of ſo great a Majeſty ; 
it would have extremely grieved- that it 
had ever been polluted with ſuch filthy 
gueſts; it would have wiſhed for foun- 
tains of tears to waſh away its odours; 
and as thoſe tears could not produce a 
purity, fit for ſo great a gust unleſs 


mixed with the Precious Blood of that 


Divine Saviour, it would have begged 
that favour of him. And encouraged by 
his kind inviting all to come and draw 
waters with joy from his fountains l it 
would doubtleſs have conceived a great 
deſire of thoſe waters, mixed with con- 


fidence, reverence, and ardent defires to be 


wholly His, who fo — makes the 
invitation. 


Second Refleftions for tbe Purgative W, ay. 


+ N theſe words : They took the Body 
of Jeſus, and bound it in linen clothes, 
with ſpices. Conſider how, before our Sa- 
viout's Body was laid in the Sepulchre, 
it was emed with perfumes, and 

__ ſpices, 
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ſpices, and at We muſt do the 


ſame, when we receive the holy Eu- 
chariſt; for this myrrh fignifies penance 


and a deteſtation of fin, with which we 


ſhould anoint our Lord's Body, all co- 
vered over with wounds, before we lay 
him in the Sepulchre of our heart. Then, 
being informed interiorly by him that 
he received thoſe wounds in our houſe, 
we muſt grieve heartily for it, and with 
tears, proceeding both from compaſſion 
for our Saviour's ſufferings, and com- 
punction for our fins, the unhappy cauſe 


of them, we muſt | waſh thoſe Sacred 


Wounds. And as by our fins we have 
not only wounded Chriſt, but ourſelves 
alſo with grievous wounds, which nothing 
can cure but the ſovereign Balſam that 
diſtills from our Saviour's wounds, let 
us go with an ardent defire to receive 
that Precious Blood by holy Commu- 
nion, to the end it may cure all our 
wounds; begging and confiding that Chriſt, 
the true and charitable Samaritan, wall 


effectually heal them, * we put no 
IG. 


Reflection 
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Reęſteclion fo ra 7 Afﬀections for the Iia- 
= munative . ay. 


— 


N theſe words: They. laid him in 4 


Monument that was hewed out of a 
Rock. Reflect, that if the Sepulchre of 
Chriſt, being hewed out of a Rock, ſtood 
in need of poliſhing to render it more 
compleat, it would certainly have been 
extremely aſhamed, had it been ſenſible 


of the greatneſs of the Gueſt it was to 
lodge, to ſee itſelf fo vile and unpo- 


liſhed, in the preſence of ſo great a Ma- 
zeſty. It would have wiſhed to have been 
adorned with the pureſt gold, and moſt 
precious ſtones, to be thereby more wor- 


thy to receive ſo great a Lord. Then 


Telotinp that thoſe ornaments might 
be procured from the infinite liberalities 
of that Lord, it would have poured forth 
a thouſand petitions for the obtaining 
thereof. 

It would moreover have acktrowledged 
that, being a ſtone, it was not capable 
of thoſe due expreſſions of love, admi- 


ration; praiſe, and gratitude, | yet it would 


have made the beſt acts of adoration 
and thankſgiving it could. It would have 


* to its beloved Gueſt all its 
defects, 


( 49 ) 

defects, and would have conceived great 
hopes of obtaining a remedy for them, 
becauſe it was never heard, that our Sa- 
viour in his life-time lodged with any, 
whom he did not liberally reward with 
his gifts. It would earneſtly have begged 
of Chriſt, that, ſince he conſecrated all 
things by his touch, he would do the 


ſame now to his preſent habitation, in- 


treating him to poliſh and embelliſh it 
ſo, that it might be more worthy of his 
preſence. | | 


Second Reflections for the Illuminative Way. 


N theſe words: Aud he laid him in 
| bis own Monument. Conſider, that 
in Holy Communion, we do the ſame 
that Fo/eph of Arimathea did; we lay our 
Lord in our own Monument, for our 
Bodies are but a living Tomb for our 
ſouls; therefore when we receive him 
thus into our bodies, it is burying him 
in the ſame Sepulchre with our ſouls. 
Reflect on the vileneſs of your body, 
ſcarce worthy to lodge your ſoul, and 
humble yourfelf exceedingly in the pre- 
ſence of ſo great a Majeſty, who is pleaſed 
to enter ſo unworthy an habitation. 5 


At 


( $0 ö 


At the 1ft. Domine non ſum Dignus, 
think, or ſay, Lord, I am unworthy, 
becauſe you are God, and I a poor crea- 


At the ad. Say, I am ſa, becauſe: you 
are infinitely great, and I a poor worm, 
deſervedly reputed among the vileſt ; the 
daughter of rottenneſs, and ſiſter of 
At the zd. Say, I am unworthy, be- 
cauſe you are infinitely holy, and I a 


ſoever. After this move yourſelf to hope 
and confidence, not grounded on your 
own merits, but on the merits of Chriſt, 


to his Divine voice, who ſays, Come to 
me, all ye that labour, and I will refreſh 
you. My delights are to be with the children 
Loet your ſoul. melt with love, and 
deſire of your beloved; ſay, Lord, if your 
delights are to be with me, mine, by your 
grace, ſhall be to be with you ; and when 
you poſſeſs him in your heart, expoſe to 


infirmities, for which end lay your heart 
*4 | | upon 


ture, between whom there is an infinite 


ſinner, who by my fins have made my- 
ſelf worſe than any creature, how vile 


and his infinite clemency. Then liſten 


him all your maladies, weakneſſes, and 
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upon his heart, and conjure him, by all 


that is moſt holy, to grant you a heart 


according to his. 


 Refleftions to ra 8 A ſections fir tbe 
Unitrve Way, 


2 pb of Arimathea taking down the body, 

wrapt it in a clean ſindon. The Com- 
municant is not only the Sepulchre of 
Chriſt, but becomes the very Sindon, or 
ſheet, he was wrapt in, If that ſheet had 


had reaſon and ſenſe as you have, with 


what affections would it have been moved, 
when it was to have the happineſs of em- 
bracing the Sacred Body of its Lord, who 
had died for all, and would ſtain it with 
the ſame blood he had ſhed for that effect. 

Although it had been clean, yet, con- 
ſidering that there could be no cleanlineſs 


worthy of ſuch a Gueſt, it would have 


wiſhed for the purity of Angels; and if it 
had perceived any ſpot, it would imme- 
diately have waſhed it out with tears of 
compunction. After which, it would have 
unfolded itſelf with moſt inflamed deſires 
of enjoying ſo great a good, and in expec- 
tation of that happineſs, it would have 
bedewed his Sacred feet with continual 


R tears; 


1 


tears; praiſed him with a moſt eloquent 
filence, and often, in ſweet whiſpers, have 
breathed forth theſe words: Qi Amore 
- Langueo. When it had got poſſeſſion of 
that heavenly treaſure, it would have kiſſed 
and embraced all our Redeemer's wounds, 
eſpecially that of his Sacred fide, and have 
drawn flowing waters from thoſe. ſacred 
fountains of love; which practice Saint 
Chryſaſtome particularly recommends, af- 
firming that every communicant, as often 
as he frequents the ſacred myſteries of 
the body of Chriſt, ought to believe that 
he goes to the wound of his fide, to 
ſuck his moſt ſweet and precious blood. 
Let us beg that, for the future, we may 
love him alone, who has loved us to ſuch 
an excels as to give his blood and life 
for us. 


Second Ned lan- for the Unitive Way. 
ND they rolled a great ſtone to the door 


A of the eee This was the laſt 
ceremony they performed at the ſepulchre, 
and it was to prevent any one's e 
and ſtealing away the treaſure that lay in 

it. It is what we ſhould do as often as 


we go to communion ; ; we ſhould lock up 
all 


1 
all the gates of our ſenſes, and eſpecially 
our hearts, that having received our 
Lord, nothing may enter in to ſteal him 


from us. Then we ſhould lay a great 


ſtone at the door of our heart, by a firm 
and ſtrong reſolution, that upon no oc- 
caſion we will ever ſuffer that Sacred 
treaſure to be taken from us. Grieve 
heartily, that you have ever permitted, 


not only your ſenſes, but your heart alſo, 


to wander from him, and to be led away 
by affection to creatures, Acknowledge 
and confeſs to his Divine Majeſty, that 
there is nothing in creatures, in which 
you can find reſt; and promiſe that you 
will no more ſeek any but in him, in 
whom alone it is to be found. 

Having diligently ſhut up the gates of 


our ſenſes to all created things, we muſt 


open our heart to a fervent deſire of 


him who only can fill and fatisfy it. 


Our dear Saviour invites us to come to 


him, by theſe words: Come all you that 
thirſt, to the fountains of water, &c. It 
any one thirſt, let him come to me and drink. 
Say then to him, as the Samaritan did: 
Give me, O Lord, of this water, that I may 
drink, and never thirſt more. Offer him 
to the Eternal Father, in thankigiving 

OY R 2 tor 


on 
for the infinite benefit of the Holy Eu- 


chariſt, the body and blood of his beloved 


Son; for no oblation can be more divine 

nor more grateful to him. 

Then turning to our Divine Saviour, 
We mult kiſs his wounds, and inebriate 

| our fouls with the promiſed waters, 

hearkening to him, who aſſures us, that 

he is all ours, and aſks us when we will 


be all his. Nothing hinders him from 


being all ours, neither Heaven, nor his 
Divinity, nor the Gibbet of the Croſs: 
what can hinder us from being all his? 
Let us reſolve for the future that nothing 


ſhall, ſaying from the bottom of our 
heart: My Lord and my God! ſince you 


are pleaſed to be all mine, I deſire the 
grace to be entirely yours. And whoſe 
thould I be but my Creator's and Re- 
deemer's, who has ſo many rights over me, 
and to whom I totally owe myſelf? Then 
let us bid adieu to all creatures, and de- 
dicate ourſelves wholly to the good- -will 
and pleaſure of God. 

As our Lady was preſent at the liepel- 


hands, aſliſted 79% ph and the reſt in bu- 


munion we are making the myſtical Se- 
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chre, and, with her advice and Sacred 
rying her Divine Son; ſo when in Com- 


pulchre 
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ie of Chriſt, we muſt beg her aſſiſt- 


ance that we may perform that great work 
well, and endeavour in it to imitate her 
extmple. Our blefled Lady waſhed his 
| Sacred wounds with her tears, ſhe kiſſed 
and embraced them, embalming him with 
all kinds of perfumes, eſpecially with the 
Balſam of an ardent love, All this we 
muſt endeavour to imitate, waſhing with 
our tears, not only his Sacred wounds, 
but alſo the wounds of our ſoul : weeping 
for our fins, the unhappy cauſe of them 
both, and with a tender love kiſſing and 
embracing our dear Lord's feet. But if 
the ſweet perfumes of virtues fail us, let 
us beg our Lady to ſupply our wants, by 
lending us ſome of her's to embalm her 
Divine Son's Body. Then let us offer to 
Chrift thoſe virtues of his moſt bleſſed 
Mother, wiſhing it were in our power to 
anoint his Sacred Body with all manner 
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| of ſpices and perfumes ; begging his Di- 
vine Majeſty, for his own and his Sacred 

N Mother's merits, to fix our hearts ſo in 

1 bis love, that nothing may withdraw us 

, any more from him. 
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FOUR MEDITATIONS 
ron THE 


rens 


We have to love and honour our LADY; 


which may ſerve for each Saturday of the 
Month. 


. MEDITATION. 


11 JRELUDE. Imagine you "I our 
Lady ſeated on a Throne of great 


| glory, at the right hand of her Son; ſur- 


rounded with Angels, announcing her 
praiſes, and reverencing her as the Mother 
of God, and their Queen. 

2d Prelude. Beg the grace to be ſen- 


ſible of the many motives you have to 
love and honour her, and that you may 


effectually ſhew your ſentiments in her 
regaryl, by. a zeal of l her ho- 
* nmour 
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nour and worſhip, and an eagerneſs to 


imitate her virtues. : 
Firſt Point. 
Gand that our Lady challenges 


our love and reſpect, as being the only 
one who is originally noble; all others 
are ennobled by being made adopted 
children of God; but ſhe is conceived 


ſo in the womb of her blefled Mother 


Saint Ann, being predeſtinated from Eter- 
nity to be Mother of the Son of Gad. 
Holy Mother of God, how beautiful and 
amiable are you And how pure ! there 
is not the leaſt ſpot in you. I heartily 
rejoice and give God thanks for your all- 
immaculate conception, as being the pre- 
rogative that pleaſes you moſt ; if you had 
it not, and I could purchaſe it for you 
with the loſs of my life, I would Oey 
give it for that effect. | 


Second Phil 


Conſider how the. Bleſſed Virgin is not 


only happy, in having been conceived 


without fin, but much more in that ſhe 


| hever committed the leaſt fin; and there- 


K fore 
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fore was ever void of the ſmalleſt ſpot 
or blemiſh, and always full of grace. 
The Holy Ghoſt in the Canticles ſays: 
The number of my choſen Virgins is endleſs, 


yet my perfect one is an only one. This 


perfect one is the Bleſſed Virgin Mary; 


ſhe has no equal, for ſhe alone never ap- 


peared before the Divine eyes in quality 
of a finner; ſhe alone was always pure, 


immaculate, and perfectly beautiful and 


amiable; ſhe alone can ſay, God has 
poſſeſſed me from the beginning. O Sa- 
cred Queen, I infinitely rejoice, to think 
that it is impoſſible for a creature to be 
more pure 5 perfect than you 2 are. 


4 hird Point. 


Conſider, that all the perfections and 
prerogatives which have been diſtributed 
among other Saints, are collected together 
in her; God united in her perſon the 


pureſt virginity, with the moſt holy mater- 


nity; the higheſt contemplation with the 
moſt lively action; the moſt tender com- 
paſſion with the moſt invincible courage; 
the moſt ſublime dignity with the moſt 
profound humility; ſo that St. Anſelme 
1 89 that — Perfection under God 
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cannot be found. She is the moſt beau- 


tiful work that ever came out of the Di- 
vine hands, being only leſs than God him- 


ſelf, and by a ſtrict tie of blood with 
Feſus Chriſt, ſhe enters into a degree 


almoſt Divine, in ſo much that he will 
have the concurrence of her prayers, to- 
gether with his own infinite merits, to be 
the immediate cauſe of effectually obtaining 
our Salvation; prayers ſo efficacious in 


Heaven, that even Chriſt himſelf, from 


whom they have all their force and effi- 
cacy, reſpects them as coming from his 
own Mother, 


II. MEpiTaATIoON. 
The Preludes as before. 
Firſt Points 
FNOnſider, that our Lady challenges our 
love and reſpect, for her high Dig- 


nity and incomparable Sanctity. To know 
this, we muſt know who is her Son: She 


enjoys the ſtraiteſt conjunction poſſible 


with the Sovereign increated Good, which 
is the higheſt preferment a pure creature 


can be aſſumed to, without paſſing the 


bounds 
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bounds of a pure creature; and it is the 
operation which comes neareſt of any thing 
to the Divinity. St. Bonaventure, upon 
thoſe words of the Goſpel, Erat Subditus 
This, ſticks not to ſay that Mary had God 
for her ſubject. — 


Second Point. 


Conſider, that it is the opinion of Di- 
vines, that the Bleſſed Virgin truly me- 
rited the auguſt quality of Mother of 
God; as bringing on her ſide ſuch diſpo- 
ſitions for receiving this extraordinary Dig- 
nity, that it was very reaſonable God 
ſhould confer it upon her, and the Church 
conſtantly repeats unto her, that ſhe me- 
rited to have Jeſus in her womb ; nay, Sr. 
Ambroſe expreſsly ſays, ſhe was worthy 
that the Son of God ſhould be born of her. 


Whatever Idea we frame to ourſelves of 


the Bleſſed Virgin's grace, though never 
ſo great, it will fall ſhort of the truth, be- 
| cauſe it can never come up to the height 
of the employment God deſigned her. On 
the top of thoſe very mountains, the An- 
gelical Spirits, is laid the foundation of 
this ſtately edifice, the Virgin Mary; ſhe 


began where others end. The reaſon of 


this 
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this Almighty God himſelf tells, viz. be- / 
cauſe he himſelf was made man in her \ 
Womb. If ſuch was her beginning, what 
muſt her progreſs and end be? Since, each 
moment of her life, ſhe went on increaſing 
in perfection. No one can conceive, much 
leſs expreſs the extreme beauty of her ſoul;- 
all we know is, that ſhe is the moſt won- 
derful and moſt beautiful work that ever 
came out of the Almighty's Hands; (ex- 
cept the Humanity of her Divine Son) and 
that ſhe is only leſs than God, 


Third Point. 


Conſider, that it is the general opinion, 
that the Bleſſed Virgin lived twenty-four 
years after our Saviour's death; if ſo, ac- 
cording to the cuſtom of the Primitive 
Church, ſhe communicated every day ; 
and that Sacrament giving grace propor- 
tionable to the diſpoſitions of the receiver, 
ſince her diſpoſitions were certainly beyond 
all that can be conceived, it cannot be 
doubted but that the treaſure of grace ſhe 
received from her Son, was beyond all ex- 
preſſion: Nothing can fathom the depth 
of her merits, ſhe being not only a ſea, as 
her name imports, but an Abyſs of Grace. 


III. M- 
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III. MzpiTATION. 


The Preludes fill be Jame. 85 


Firf Point. 
\Onſider, that our Bleſſed Lady. chal- 


moſt beloved of God, who choſe her be- 


fore all, and would hides her co-operate 


with him for our Salvation, by ſacrificing 
her only Son for his Glory and our Re- 
demption ; for Chriſt was not leſs the real 
Son of the Virgin, than he was the true 
Son of God the Father; and as the Eter- 
nal Father, for his own Glory, and for 
the ſafety of mankind, delivered him up to 
death, ſo the Bleſſed Virgin did the ſame 


for the ſame end ; offering that part of the 


Divine Victim Chriſt, which belonged to 
her, and that with readineſs and conſtancy 
of mind. For which reaſon St. Bernard 
piouſly ſuppoſes that the Eternal Father 
ſaid to her: Becauſe you have not ſpared 
our Only Son, but have offered him for my 
Glory and the Salvation of Mankind, there 
ſhall be nothing I will not do for you in re- 
compence. T will give you a numerous poſte- 
rity * _ people; I will conſtitute you 
Mother 


lenges our love, becauſe ſhe is the 
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Mother of the living; you ſhall have in cuſ- 
tody the treaſury of my liberalities; you ſhall 
aiftribute all my graces; you ſhall direct my 
Juſtice; in a word, you ſhall have the So- 
veretgn command over my heart : my clemency 
Hall be ſubjeft to the law of your tongue, it 
being fitting that I ſhould beſlow as many 
bleſſings upon the. earth as you ſhall think 
good to deire. Thus far Str. Bernard. 


% 9 hn 


Second Point. 


Conſider, that Almighty God loves the 
Bleſſed Virgin to ſuch a degree, that he 
will have us receive all graces through her 
hands; and the devout Father Suarez in- 

fers, that his Divine Majeſty loves her 
alone, more than all the other Saints and 
Angels together. Str. 1/dephonſe and St. 
Bernard ſay, that the Redemption of this 
perfect creature (by which ſhe was pre- 
ſerved from ever incurring the leaſt fin) 
was one of the chiefeſt works the Eternal 
word had in view when he took upon him 
our human nature. Saint Bernard alſo 
ſays, that for her ſake, that is, to make 
her Sovereign Queen of Heaven and Earth, 

God made this World. Thus God Al- 

mighty loved the Sacred Virgin: where- 
: 555 fore 
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(Fore we ought to love her, for love of his 
Divine a. . 


Third 8 


Conſider, that God's favours ſhew his 
love, and make the greatneſs of the 
Saints. Thoſe he beſtowed on the Bleſſed 


Virgin are incomparably above whatever 


he has beſtowed upon any other ; there- 


fore by conſequence ſhe is the moſt 
beloved and moſt eminent in Sanctity 


of any. The three Divine Perſons have 


enriched her with the moſt precious of 


gifts, God the Father having taken her 


for his Daughter, God the Son for his 
Mother, and God the Holy Ghoſt for 
his Spouſe; no advantage is wanting to 
her, nothing can be added to greatneſs, 
ſhe is eſtabliſhed Queen or Heaven and 
Earth. 


IV. MEDITATION. 
7 he Preludes as before. 
Firſt Point. 
ONSIDER, that our bleſſed Lady 


challenges our love for the love and 
affection 


„ 

affection ſhe bears to us, and the favours 
ſhe has done us, and benefits ſhe has be- 
ſtowed upon us, which may all be com- 
prehended in this; ſhe has given us our 
Jeſus, and by giving him, what is there 
in the abyſs of the Divine Treaſure which 
ſhe has not given us? It was not without 
knowing the value of the gift, for ſhe 
knew it perfectly well, and earneſtly wiſhed 
us all the good which was to be derived 
from him to us. 

Richard of St. Viflor ſays, She deſired 
the ſalvation of all; ſhe ſought it, and by 
her prayers obtained it; nay, it was effect- 
ed by her means, and therefore ſhe 1s called 
the Safety of the world. 

In a gift, the love of the giver is chiefly 
to be regarded and eſteemed ; in thoſe the 
Bleſſed Virgin beſtows on us, Love has 
the greateſt part. None can expreſs her 
love and tenderneſs for us; for if ſhe caſts 
her eyes on herſelf, ſhe cannot but reflect 
on the laſt words her Son ſpoke to her in 
our favour: I/oman, Behold your Son. It 
is impoſſible ſhe ſhould not love us, with 
the greateſt affection, after ſuch a recom- 

mendation. 
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, Point. | 
Confider, er our Lady finds ſeveral 


incentives to love us with all tenderneſs 
and affection; for if ſhe looks on herſelf 


(as we ſaid before) ſhe ſees that ſhe is in 


quality of our Mother, left us as ſuch by 
the will and teſtament of her dying Son; 
and to comply with the duty of a Mother, 
favours alone are not ſufficient, Love and 
Affection mult be the principle from which 
they proceed; therefore, if at the time 
that her Divine Son declared her our Mo— 
ther, ſhe had not found in herſelf the 
bowels of tenderneſs and compaſſion for 
us, our Lord had certainly beſtowed them 
upon her that ſhe might bear that character. 
If the turns her eyes towards Almighty 
God, the acknowledges him as the original 
of all her affection to us, ſo that her love 
for God is the meaſure of her love to us. 
If then her heart, now- ſhe reigns in 
Heaven, is a furnace of divine love, ſeven 
times hotter than the hearts of all the 
other Saints, it follows, that their love 
for us is far leſs than that which burns 
in the breaſt of this our Heavenly Mo- 
ther. And ſhe being now inveſted with 
ſuch power and authority, there is no 
doubt 


en reren 


AY 
doubt but ſhe makes uſe of it for our 
advantage: and though at preſent we 
cannot diſcover the number and qualities 
of the favours we have. received by her 
interceſſion, yet, after this life, we ſhall 
ſee the many effectual graces ſhe has 
obtained for us, and how ſhe concurred 
in a ſingular manner with all the favours 
and graces, which the Divine Mercy has 
beſtowed upon us. 


Third Point. 


_. Conſider, that we cannot doubt of our 
Lady's ſeeing all our neceſſities in the 
Divine Word, as in a clear and ſpotleſs 
mirror: for if Almighty God makes them 
known to our Guardian Angels, to the 
end they may help and aſſiſt us, it cannot 
be ſuppoſed that he would keep them 
ſecret from his own Mother, to whom 
he has recommended the ſafety of all 
Mankind, much more than he has to 
any Angel the ſafety of any one in par- 
ticular. - If then ſhe knows and ſees all 
our neceſſities, who can think that the 
ſight of ſo much miſery, in creatures 
ſo helpleſs of themſelves, does not move 
her compaſſion to implore her Divine 
| i Son's 
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Son's mercy for them, that they may 
find ſpeedy relief to their miſeries, ſince 
aſking and obtaining is one and the ſame 
thing with her. We may apprehend, 
that finding nothing in us which deſerves 
her affection, her love for us is totally ex- 
tinguiſhed ; but it is quite the contrary, 
fince our demerits, and want of motives 
in us to deſerve herblove, concur in 
great part to make us ojects of it. 


Our Holy Father Saint Auguſtin ſays, 


that the love which burns in our Lady's 
breaſt, and her care and ſolicitude for us, 
as much ſurpaſſes thoſe of all the Saints, 


as ſhe ſurpaſſes them in dignity, and love 
to God. 


Several a 7 Bonouring our "Lacy; and 
teft Heng our Love to Her. 


The Firſt, and moſt acceptable, is to 
have her example before our eyes, and 
to endeavour to imitate her as our dear 
Mother, Lady, and Miſtreſs. Now, though 
ſhe was eminent in all virtues, yet the fol- 
lowing ones are thoſe ſhe valued moſt, 
and what will render us moſt dear to her 
Divine Son, and herſelf, 


The 
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The Firſt is her Humility, which made 


| her moſt pleaſing to God, as ſhe ſays in 


her Canticle : God has had regard to the 
Humility of his Servant, ; ho fie all Na- 
trons ſhall call me bleſſed. And St. Bernard 


ſays ſhe pleaſed God by her Virginity, 


but ſhe conceived him by her Humility. 
The time we ought chiefly to practiſe 


it, is when we are to communicate; 


Communion being, as it were, a new 
Incarnation, for the ſame Son of God, 
whom the Angel called Son of the moſt 
High, and whom our Lady then conceived, 


comes into our breaſt by Communion : 


we mult therefore endeavour to make our 


Humility ſuch, that it may ſupply for 


what we want of purity, (though we have 
cleanſed our conſcience by confeſſion) and 
in imitation of our Bleſſed Lady, we muſt 
believe, as ſhe did, that all that is foretold 
us of the wonderful effects of this Sacra- 
ment, will, through the mercy of God, 

be accompliſhed i in us, although it aka 
impoſſible to us. Then, with a profound 
Humility and ſenſe of our unworthineſs, 
let each of us ſay: Behold the handmaid 
of our Lord, me his unworthy creature, 
let it be done to me according to his mer- 
ciful deſigns; it is to obey his Will _ 
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A approach t to receive him, though I am 


moſt unworthy of the favour. _ 
The Second Virtue we muſt imitate, is 
whe conſtant and perfect obedience to the 


Will of God. Be it done to me according 


fo bis word. The ſame we ought to ſay 


in all acces das, whether we be in peace 


or in trouble, whether we have ſenſible 
_ devotion or not; and in fine, whatever cir- 
cumſtances we are in, God's Will be done, 
readily obeying it, which way ſoever it 
be made known to us. This our Lady 
always did, by which ſhe conceived and 
carried him in her heart, before ſhe con- 
ceived him in her womb. And this ſpi- 
ritual Conception of him was more avail- 
able than the corporal, which only made 
her Mother of God, whereas the other 
rendered her the worthy Mother of God. 


This Privilege we may enjoy, according 


to our dear Lord's own words, who ſays, 
Thoſe that do the Will of my Father, are 
my Siſter, Brother, and Mother. Nothing 
will make us more pleaſing to our 
Lady, than the imitating her in this vir- 
tue; it was the advice ſhe gave at the 
marriage feaſt of Cana in Galilee, bidding 
them perform whatever her Divine Son 
thould * them. 

The 
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her Divine Son. To know what that was, 


vine Son could ſurpaſs it, and therefore 
ſhe is deſervedly ſtyled Queen of Martyrs. 
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The Third Virtue we muſt try to imi- 
tate, is her invincible Courage and Pa- 
tience in all ſhe ſuffered in the Paſſion of 


we muſt meaſure it by the greatneſs of 
her love; her love for her dear Son ſur- 
paſſed that of all other Mothers, and ſhe 
had a clear knowledge of what her Son 
ſuffered ; for beſides being informed of it 
by the Prophets, and by that Divine Son 
himſelf, ſhe beheld it with her own eyes, 
and felt in her heart what ſhe ſuffered in 
his Body. None can conceive the great- 
neſs of her ſufferings, which ſhe bore with 
an infinite Patience, ſtanding all the while 
by her Son on the Croſs: her grief was 
without compariſon ! None but her Di- 


What obligation have we to love and 
ſerve her, who for our Salvation conſented 
to the death of her own Son ! ſhe could 
with leſs difficulty have given her own 
life. Can we, after this, think much of 
ſacrificing, for her ſake, whatever is moſt 
dear to us ? 8 

Moſt dear Lady, and Mother of my Sa= | 


viour, obtain me the Grace to imitate you | 


in theſe Virtues, eſpecially in patiently 


bearin 8 
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bearing whatever ſufferings of mind and 


upon me, and that with an unſhaken con- 
ſtancy, never yielding to dejection in any 
of them, thereby to imitate the * 
=o have given me. 

Other means of honouring our Lady, 
and teſtifying our love to her, are: 

mit. To conſider her as our Mother, and 
make recourſe to her as ſuch. 

The laſt thing our dear Saviour recom- 
mended on the Crofs to us, in the Perſon 
of St. Jobn, was Ecce Mater tua, behold 
your Mother; let us ever do ſo ; eſpecially 


fer, that we may learn of her how to 


nour is it to have the Mother of God for 
our Mother! We muſt endeavour not to 
render ourſelves unworthy of it, and there- 
fore muſt avoid fin, for that only can 
make us unworthy of her Adoption and 
Love. O moſt dear Lady !! ſhew yourſelf 
a Mother to my ſoul, oy the ſake of your 


will be ſecure. 
2d, To reſpect and honour her in her 


cated to her. 
3d, 


body Almighty God ſhall permit to fall 


when it pleaſes God to permit us to ſuf- 


comport ourſelves therein. What an ho- 


dear Son I beg it, and then my Salvation 


Pictures, ae and little Altars dedi- 
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3d, To faſt the Vigils of her Feaſts, 
or do ſome Penance, and (if a ſecular) 
give Alms. 

4th, To confeſs and communicate on 
her Feſtivals. 

th, To let no day paſs without prac- 
tiſing ſome Devotion or duty in her Ho- 
nour, as ſaying our Beads, Hearing Maſs 
in her Honour, &c. 
| Gth, To get Maſs ſaid in thankſgiving 
to Almighty God for creating her ſo 
perfect: and for the immenſe treaſure 
of Grace, Sanctity, and Glory, which he 
has conferred on her incomparable Soul. 
For as there is no proportion between a 
limited thanks, and a gift of infinite value, 
ſo by doing this, God himſelf becomes the 
Sacrifice of praiſe and thankſgiving for 
his own gift. This will be a moſt agree- 
able token of our love to her; all the 
Saints together cannot give her a greater 
nor a more acceptable one, 


Meditations 
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es Meditations we” each TR of the Month, 


| FIRST MEDITATION 


_ FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY. 


Of the Bnd for which Gia - created 
I 


a PoINT. 


\ONSI D ER, that the End for 
which you were created, was to love 
God your Creator with the whole extent 
of your Heart, of your Soul, and of your 
. and to labour for the increaſe of 
his Glory who gave you your being, and 
created your Soul immortal, and capable 
to enjoy him for Eternity. 
Caſt back your thoughts to a hundred 
years paſt, 15 was you then! ? and who 


would have miſſed you if you had never 


been ? yet you were ſo happy as to dwell 
in the heart and thoughts of God from 
Eternity! and he diſpoſed all created things 
For your uſe. He framed you in your 


_ -Mother's Womb, created your Soul a per- 
fect 
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fect Picture of his Divine Nature, and has 
ever ſince protected you. Nay not con- 


tent with that, as to his child he has 
deſigned you a future inheritance above; 
what obligations have you to him for pre- 


ferring you to ſo many that would have 


ſerved him better? © n 


It was no ways neceffary | that God 
ſhould Create you, and place ; you in this 
World; but ſince he has been pleaſed 


to do ſo, it is neceſſary that you ſhould 


love, obey, and ſerve him. All- powerful 


God as he is, he cannot diſcharge” you 
from that obligation, how then can you 
diſpenſe with yourſelf ? Our Lord made all 
things for himſelf, nor could he make them 
for any other End. You having received 
all from him, are conſequently all his. 


Have you not lived hitherto as if you 


belonged only to yourſelf ? and ſubſiſted 


by yourſelf, making your own honour, 


pleaſure, and intereſt your End, ? as if you 
had been placed in this World only to 


ſport, play, eat, drink, and ſeek your own 


Satisfaction and Intereſt ? whereas he cre- 
ated you that you might ſerve and worſhip 
him here, and ſo attain to that everlaſting 
life he has deſigned for you hereafter. 
Admire God's infinite Patience in having 


T ſuffered 
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ſuffered you ſo long without ſinking 
you into "hell for ſuch Mn pro- 
ceedings ! 1 > 


II. PoixT. 


Conſider that God, having given you a 
being, is pleaſed to conſerve the ſame ; 
which is ſtill a greater favour than the 
firſt : for as St. Auguſtin ſays, each mo- 
ment of conſervation is as it were a new 
creation: becauſe if God did not conſerve 
us, we ſhould ceaſe to be. Our creation 
was but the work of a moment, but this 


is continual without interruption, in which 
his power appears not leſs than his love. 


If then we are fo. ſtrictly obliged to be 
wholly his becauſe he gave us our being, 
how much more are we ſo for his conti- 

nual. concurrence to preſerve the ſame ? 


And how much are we obliged to love and 


ſerve him for it? Were this not commanded 
us, juſtice requires it of us; for what more 

than to ſerve him from whom we have 
received all that we have? And the very 
end for which God conſerves our being is, 
that ſerving him here in this life, we may 
for ever enjoy him in the next. He him- 
elf will be © our reward. 


Admire 
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Admire the prodigies of God's love that 
will ſo bountifully reward our complying 


with this duty ; that his greatneſs will for 
all Eternity be employed in making us 


great; his wiſdom in contenting our know- 
ledge; and his goodneſs in repleniſhing 
our hearts with Joy, Love, and Bliſs! 
How jaftly are they puniſhed with an 
Eternity of Mifery, who make ſo flight of 
this as to prefer ſoine ſordid pleaſure and 
ſatisfaction before it? Hell is even too 


{mall a puniſhment for them, 


III. Point. 


Conſider yet a far greater favour, for 
which you are ſtill more obliged to God 
than for your creation and conſervation, to 
wit, Redemption. If then you owe all 
you are, and all you are able to do, for 
your creation and conſervation, what do 
you owe, and what ſhould you render to 
God for your Redemption? To create you 
coſt him but one word; but to redeem you, 
it coſt him the very laſt drop of his blood, 


which he ſhed after ſo cruel and painful a 
manner, that the very thoughts and ap- 


prehenſion he had of it caſt him into a 
bloody ſweat. ä 
N 2 - 
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The Love God ſhews in this our Re- 
e e is inconceivable; ſo that it may 
be truly ſaid that his act Majeſty, all- 
powerful as he is, could do no more for 
man than what he hes done, by becoming 
himſelf man, and dying for him; by which 
he has not only delivered us from eternal 
damnation, but alſo purchaſed for us a 
right and title to the kingdom of heaven; 
endowing us with grace, and leaving us 
the Sacrament of Penance as a means to 
recover it whenever we have unhappily loſt 
it by fin. And to ſtrengthen us in good, 
he gives himſelf as food to our ſouls ; and 
that we may be provided of an offering 
worthy of the greatneſs of his Father, 
which migat ſatisfy for our fins and obtain 
all we ſtand in need of, he leaves himſelf 
in the holy Euchariſt, that aflifting at Maſs 
we may offer him for the ſaid ends. 

What could God do more for us than 
he has done? If, after all, we are ſo un- 
grateful as not to comply with our duty 
to him, which is to decline evil and do 
good, we ol deſerve eternal puniſhment. 


Refleions and Reſolutions. 


Reflect md ſee if you have employed 
the life and bring For have received for the 
end 
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end for which God beſtowed it upon you, 


which was, that you might honour and 


ſerve him here, and enjoy him for eternity 
hereafter; or if, on the contrary, you have 
not made pleaſure and ſatisfaction your 
end. If you have, be confounded at your 
ingratitude, and admire God's patience in 
ſuffering you ſo long, and not taking away 
the life you have ſo ill employed. 

Look back with fear upon your paſt 
years. How long have you been in this 
World ? And what have you done for God 
that may deſerve this reward? You will 
foon come to the end of your life, without 
perhaps having made one ſtep towards the 
end for which you were created ; what 
terror will this your negligence be to you 
at your death! 23 1 
Be convinced that if you comply not 
with the End for which God created you, 
whatever good qualifications you may have, 
you are really worth nothing : for we truly 
are but what we are in God's fight: and if 
we are not right in his eyes, we are but a 
burden to the earth, and only fit, as barren 
trees, to be caſt into the fire. | 

Your happineſs in this life, as well as in 
the next, depends upon your performing 
your duty to God. St. Auguſtin fays, 
MEL 3 ſpeaking 
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ſpeaking of himſelf, Whilſt I was ill with 
you, i God, 1 was ill with myſelf; and whilſt 
I made war 'againſt you, I was in trouble. 
for ou have ordained it, and fo it us that 
every inordinate Paſo 16 Us. own puniſh- 
1 FR Deen 
Lou xequire ſervices from your inferiors, 
yer refuſe to ſerve God: How unjuſt is 
this! you owe all to God, and he has in- 
finitely more right to diſpoſe of you, and 
all that belongs to you, than a carver has 
to diſpoſe of the ſtatue he has made, which 
he may either deſtroy or conſerve, without 
rendering account to any; or a Maſter of 
his ſlave, he having bought you, and given 
for you a price of far more value than the 
life of all men together. Therefore St. 
Paul ſays, we are no more our own, but 
belong to Chriſt, inſomuch that we cannot 
law fully ſerve any but him, no more than 
a flave, who can do nothing for himſelf or 
any other, but muſt do all for his Maſter. 
If the Jews would not permit the money 
taat Jeſus was ſold for to be put into their 
treaſury,” becauſe it was the price of the 
Blood and Life of a man; how then can 
we employ ourſelves, who are the price of 


that Blood, in any other uſe than-for him 
that ſhed it for us? 


* « k * ® 
24. ol =_— I n $$ 14 
on | 5 4 * 5 ; 
g — 
, | . 


n Lok 0 | HI * 


(031) 


Let us then reſolve, for the future, to 
live for him who died for us. What more 
reaſonable! he is unworthy of life that re- 


tuſes this, and not only deſerves hell ! but 


that a greater hell ſhould be created for 
him. 


The Second Meditation for the Second 2 
V Death. 
Firſt Prelude. Imagine yourſelf by a 


dying Perſon now in his Agony. 

Second Prelude. Aſk the Grace to know 
what paſſes at that hour, that you may 
ſquare your following death by it. 


FIRST POIN T. 
The Death of a Sinner. 


JEHOLD him agonizing between two 
eternities, oppreſſed with pains un- 
quiet in conſcience, full of anguiſh, temp- 
ted by the devil, terrified with the certain 
appearance of death, and the uncertainty 
of what will follow after it. All his joys 
and pleaſures at an end, his deſigns broken, 
he mult leave all: nothing i is left him but 
a winding-ſheet, grief, and remorſe. He 
has loſt all, truly all! grief and anguiſh 
4 | © ſurround 
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ſurround him on every ſide; from the 
memory of paſt ſins, which then will ap- 
pear in their own colours: their number 
and deformity will affrighten him; the 
devil will do his utmoſt to caſt him into 


deſpair, the ſeverity of God's Judgments 
demanding account of every idle word, the 


loſs of ſo much time ſpent in vanity, with 
the neglect of ſo many helps afforded him 
by God for his ſalvation. 

The pleaſures and riches he leaves be- 
hind will trouble him, being forced to 
leave all he loved and delighted in; for all 


will then be taken from him. O death 


ſays Ecclefiaſticus, bow bitter is thy. memory 
to à man who has peace in his riches | that 
body he has been ſo tender of, ſhall be the 
food of vermin, and his ſoul neglected for 
love of it, ſhall burn in hell : which way 


ſoever he turns himſelf, he can fee nothing 


to comfort him, but all to afflict him. 
What an agony will he have when his 

foul is to go forth of his body to be judg- 

ed by that God, whoſe laws he has fo often 


violated ! preferring that of fleſh and blood 


before it ; making uſe of what God gave 
him, to offend his Divine Majefty and 


damn himfelf : as alſo to fee his blindneſs 


in preferring earth to Heaven, a moment 
; to 
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to a whole eternity; the body to the ſoul. 
Then he will beg for time to rectify his 
miſtakes, but it ſhall not be granted. How 


much does it concern us to uſe time well 
while we have it, and to do now what we 


| ſhall then wiſh to have done! to thoſe that 
do ſo, death will be ſweet and comfortable. 


SECOND POINT. 
The Death of the Yuft. 


Though death is ſo terrible to a ſinner, 
it is not fo to the Juſt, who having uſed 
their endeavours to keep and obſerve God's 
law, they confide then in his mercies, and 
the merits of Chriſt, that they ſhall ſee 
and enjoy him for all Eternity. Not, but 
they have a fear of death, which is natural 
to all, but that fear is without anxiety ; 
they willingly ſubmit and accept of it, ſince 
it is God's will and good pleaſure: fo making 
a virtue of neceſſity, they are content to 
forſake and leave all things of this world, 
which at that hour will appear truly vile. 

What comfort will their fidelity to God, 
and the yoblſervance of his law, then give 
them!] all they have ſuffered upon that ac- 
count, and their preſent pains patiently 

borne, 
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borne, will increaſe their crown and ſhorten 
their purgatory. How happy will they be 
at that hour, having ſerved and ſuffered 
for a God, whoſe perfections are infinite: 


with whom they hope to reign for ever, 


with an infallible ſecurity never to loſe, 
or be ſeparated from him. Their pains 
and labours are at an end, but the reward 
they are going to receive will laſt for ever. 


THIRD POINT. 


Of the Certainty of Death, and Uncertainty 
of the Time and Manner, 


That you are to die is moſt certain, the 


ſentence was pronounced at the beginning 


of the world; none has ever eſcaped it, 
nor can fly from it a moment beyond the 
time prefixed by God. On the other ſide, 
nothing more uncertain than the time, 


manner, and place. The uncertainty of 


which ought to keep us always on our 
guard; for we know not whether it will 
be ſoon or late, at ſea or at land, by a ſud- 
den and violent death, or by a natural one; 
in the ſtate of grace or of fin; all which 
is unknown to us, and God will have it 
ſo, that we may be always ready, | 

How 
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How many hath death unexpectedly 

ſtolen away while they were eating, ſleep- 
ing, laughing, playing ! and therefore Al- 


mighty God warns us to be ready at all 


hours, ſince we know not the hour in 
which the Lord of the houſe will come ; 
and it concerns us very much not to be 


found unprepared. For to periſh once, is 


to be loſt for ever. If we fail the firſt time, 
we can never repair it; and no leſs than a. 
whole Eternity of happineſs or miſery de- 
pends upon it. a 

How can we dare to live in a ſtate that 
would be our eternal ruin, if we died in 
it? No concern, however great, can equal 
this! how mad. and fooliſh are we if we 
neglect the precautions neceſſary for a hap- 
py death! whatever pains we take on that 
account we ſhall never regret; but if we 


are wanting in ſo great a concern, we ſhall 
for ever lament it with fruitleſs and never- 


ending tears. 
Reflettons and Reſolutions. 


Your death depends upon your life. 
Such as is your life ſuch will be your death. 
The actions of our life paints the picture 
of our death. How can we love in a mo- 
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ment what we have not loved during life, 


or hate at our death what | we have ved 


all our life? > 
What judgment will your Fran at 5 


hour of your death, of all the greatneſs and 
vanities of this world ? what will you carry 
with you of thoſe treaſures you have got 
together ? fool, ſays God, this night will I 
demand thy ſoul, and to whom hall all that 
belong, w which thou © OT. got with * much 


pains? 


It you were now to die, are you ready! ? 
Is your ſoul in a good ſtate ? Are your 
affairs ſettled and in good order? If you 


are wiſe, you will now do without delay 


what you will then wiſh to have done. 
To damn yourſelf for ungrateful children, 


who will ſcarce thank you for what you 


have done for them, and who cannot re- 
trieve your ſoul when once it is loſt, is the 
greateſt of follies! to loſe your ſoul for 
goods or riches which you muſt leave, and 

erhaps much ſooner than you think, is 
{till a greater folly! put the caſe, you might 
enjoy them even for a hundred years, what 


is that compared to Eternity ! when Serip- 


ture ſays a thouſand years is but as one 
moment! and would you for that put 
yourſelf 1 in danger of eternal torments? 


Reſolve 
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| Reſolve then, that for the future your 
chief care ſhall be to live in ſuch a manner, 


that when death ſeizes you, you may rea- 
ſonably hope to be eternally happy, your 


conſcience not accuſing you of any mortal 
ſin; for not to be careful of this, is to 


run a great riſque of your ſalvation, ſince 
death may come on the ſudden, and fick- 


_ neſs may deprive you of your ſenſes, or 


pain hinder you from any ſerious thought. 
Prudence alſo requires of you that you 
prevent the time, and do. even now, in 


regard to your temporal affairs, what you 


would be glad then to have done; for be- 
ſides that it will be a great eaſe and com- 
fort to you at that hour to have ſettled all 


things, it will prevent their being diſpoſed 


of contrary to your inclination, 


Provide yourſelf with motives of hope 


and confidence, for there is nothing you 


will ſtand in greater need of at that hour. 
Habituate yourſelf during life, ſtrongly to 
confide in the mercies of God and in the 


merits of Chriſt ; nothing pleaſes God 
more, and it is the beſt means to ſecure 


your ſalvation : you have the word of truth 


for it, that none ever confided in God 
and was loſt; it is there that the enemy, 
at that hour, endeavours to make man 


Daily 
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Daily beg the grace of a happy death, 
and perform ſome devotions to our bleſſed 
Lady to obtain that favour for you, ſince 
ſhe never intercedes for any one in vain. 
Endeavour always to ſay the Ave Maria 
devoutly, and you will have the comfort 
at your death to have as often begged her 
interceſſion for a happy one, as you tall 
have recited IK n 


Motives fas Confidence in Gon. and tbe 
Practice of it. 


Khan * God promiſes thoſe chat con- 
fide in him, that they ſhall abound in all 
graces and bleſſings ; that nothing ſhall be 
wanting to them, for that his eyes are fixed 
upon them that hope in him; that his 
mercies ſhall ſurround them on. all ſides ; 
that he himſelf will be by them, and be 
their defence in the day of tribulation. 
He aſſures them that he beſtows his graces, 
and the effects of his mercy, proportionably 
to the truſt and confidence they put in him, 
that thoſe that confide in him ſhall know 
truth; that is, he will manifeſt himſelf to 
them, and will grant them all they aſk 
with confidence. 

It ſeems as if our Lord thought he could 
never ſay enough, in many places of Holy 
Sotipture, to teſtify how much this con- 

fidence 
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‚ fidenee is delightful to him, and how he 
| favours and loves thoſe that confide and 
> entirely abandon themſelves to his paternal 
. Providence. He told a ſervant of his, that 
L the filial confidence of a Chriſtian ſoul was 
t like the eye that wounds the heart of the 
r lover; and that it offers violence to his 
mercies, for that he could not but aſſiſt 
thoſe that confided in him; and alſo that 
he would favour thoſe that have an humble 
confidence above their merits in this world 
and the next; and the more they confide 
| and are perſuaded of his goodneſs, the more 
— they ſhould gain, it being impoſſible for 
1 them not to obtain what they firmly con- 
e fide they ſhall, having his promiſe for it. 
d To ſtrengthen our confidence, he aſſumes 
8 the ſweeteſt names, and anſwers them with 
; real effects; as Friend, Advocate, Phy- 
Ee fician, Paſtor, Brother, Father, Spoule ; 
bo and in divers places of Holy Scripture he 


K tells us, that he has continual care of us, 
y and that he carries us, and will for ever 
* carry us in his boſom, in his heart, and in 
W his bowels; and though a mother ſhould 
0 forget the child of her womb, yet he never 
k would forget us, for we are written in his | 
hands that he may always have us in view. | 
d | Nay, he afſures us that he loves us as his 
ly Father loves him ; and that he will have 
Vo Es Ts W.2 us 
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us be where den is; that is, reſt with him, 
in the boſom of his Father for all eternity. 

If we have offended him, he promiſes 


that if we return to him with repentance, 
reſolving to amend and put our truſt in his 


goodneſs, that he will receive us and for- 
get our offences. After all this, and all he 
has ſuffered for us, Shall we harbour any 
doubt? "Thoſe that hope not in you, my 
God, know you not; for you will ſooner 
ceaſe to be God than ceaſe to be good and 
merciful. 
God is not mais with only promiſing 
fo pardon the penitent, but he takes an 
oath of it, and ſwears by himſelf: As 7 
live, faith our Lord, 1 will not the death of 
a Auner, but rather that be be converted and 
live. Why then, my ſoul, art thou ſad ? 
And why doſt thou trouble me ? Say with 
the Juſt, Who ever hoped in God and was 
Joſt? His mercies are far greater than all 
my fins, and than all the fins of the whole 
n 
The truſt and confidence we put in God, 
et us become of man, God; of weak, 
ſtrong; of poor, rich; and of miGreble, 
happy. We ought never to confide more 
in God than when all ſeems moſt deſperate; 
never to fear leſs, than when all appears 
molt terrible ; nor ever to abandon our- 
ſelves 
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ſelves more entirely to him, than when 


we think ourſelves moſt abandoned by him. 
My God and my hope, I abandon my- 


ſelf to you, I put my truſt and confidence 


totally in you; you cannot permit me to 
go aſtray, let nie fall, or betray me, whilſt 


I depend and truſt in you: no, tis impoſſible 


for me to miſcarry or be loſt whilſt I place 


my whole confidence in you. 


To know our fins and miſeries without 
knowing God's mercies, is what cauſes 


- deſpair. But to be ſenſible of his infinite 


mercies when we reflect on our fins and 
miſeries, is what creates confidence and 


joy. Jeſus is not only a God, but alſo a 
God Mediator, and a. God. Saviour. Jeſus 


would not be Jeſus, if we could take away 
his mercies; nor he would not be a Saviour, 


-if he had no. tenderneſs for linners. 


The Third Meditation for the Third Sunday. 


Of Judgment. 


IRST Prelude. Imagine that your fouT 
having quitted your body, is preſented 
before the tribunal of God,. to receive the 


ſentence pronounced for or againſt her. 


Second Prelude. Beg the grace that this 
conſideration. may move you. ſo to ſpend the 


remainder of your life, that you may be able 
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to render a good account inthatdreadful day. 


J. Poix . : 


Gonfider the world as a priſon, wherein 
all mankind; as malefactors, are detained ; 
and that they are called out one after ano- 
ther, by the ſupreme Judge, to give an ac- 
count of all their talents, natural and ſu- 
pernatural ; and of the uſe they have made 
of them, of the wealth and means God has 
given them, and of the years they have paſt 
in this world, which were granted them 
for the attaining a happy eternity, This 
account many are actually a giving this 
very moment, God having called ſome of 
your fellow-priſoners from this world, to 
|. render him a juſt account of what they 
\ owe him. 1ſt, For their creation, he hav- 
ing given them a being that they might 
honour, love, and ſerve him here, and en- 
joy him for eternity. 2dly, For their re- 
demption, by which he has not only freed 
them from eternal miſery, but purchaſed. 
for them an eternal happineſs with the 
price of the life and blood of a Godman; 
for each drop of which they muſt be ac- 
countable. 3dly, For their baptiſm, by 
which they were made children of God, 
and. received a right to an eternal bliſs. 
. For . called to the true faith, 
and 
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and for having ſo often pardoned them their 
fins in the Sacrament of penance, and given 
them his Sacred Body in the Holy Eu- 
chariſt. See and confider what account || 
you ſhall be able to give if God ſhould | 
call your now to render it. 


11. PoINT. 


Conſider that the moment OM ſoul for- | 


ſakes the body, it ſhall be judged, and that 
ſo ſtrictly! even to the leaſt idle word, 
and deliberate thought. And that the 
judgment then pronounced will be irre- 


vocable, no appeal allowed from the ſen- 


tence, which is no ſooner given but exe- 
cuted, without excuſe or delay. Think 
what will be the fear of a ſonl ſtanding 
before her judge, with her good and bad 
actions by her, which will accompany her 
to her everlaſting reward or puniſhment, 
and will be ſo narrowly looked into, that 
not a word or thought will eſcape, nor a 
quarter of an hour miſpent, but what will 
appear: and according to what each has re- 
ceived he thall be judged; thoſe to whom 
more has been given, more will bedemanded. 
The matter of our judgment will be all 
the good and evil we have done, which are 
ſeeds that will fructify for eternity, either 
in eternal happineſs or miſery, We 1 
e 
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be judged not only for what 'we have done, 
but for what we ought to have done, and 
have not done, and for what we have occa- 
Goned others to do; and for what we might 
have prevented, and through human re- 
ſpects did not, or have contributed to, by 
our ſilence, negligence, or ill example. 

The two Books by which we ſhall be 
judged, are the Goſpel and our own con- 
ſcience : the firſt will ſhew us what we 
ought to have done, and the other what we 
have done. What confuſion will it be to 
a ſoul to have all her committed evil. and 
omitted good expoſed, when it ſhall be ſaid, 
behold the man and his works ! a. compariſon 
ſhall be made with thoſe that have received 
far leſs from Almighty God, and have 
ſerved him far better. 

Conſider, whilſt you have time, whether 
the good you have done can bear poiſe 
with the evil you have committed, What 
heroical acts of virtue have you ever prac- 
tiſed ? what have you ever done or ſuffered 
for the increaſe of God's glory? if fo happy 
as to have done your duty, what joy will it 
be to have thoſe words addreſſed to you by 

the judge: Come, you bleſſed of my Father, cf | 
receive, no more the croſs as in your life, 
but the reward for having carried it; po/- 
feſs the . and crown prepared for you, 
from 
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from the creation of the world. No human 
heart is capable to conceive the tranſport 
of joy which thoſe words will produce! 


endeavour then to live ſo well that you 
may deſerve to hear them. 


III. PoIiNT: 


Our Lord fays, I will fearch Jeruſalem 
with lamps. And if Jeruſalem, that is, the 
Saints, how much more Babylon, that is 
finners! if the juſt themſelves will fear and 
tremble to appear before Almighty God, 
what will be the terror of the wicked, 
knowing themſelves guilty of great crimes, 
when the leaſt deliberate ill thought will 
be puniſhed ! They will even defire the | 
mountains to fall upon them to hide them 
from his fight, but nothing ſhall be able 
to do it, though they ſhall never ſee the 
beatifical viſion; for that would make them 
happy, which they are not to be for one 
moment, having rendered themſelves un- 
worthy of it. If the devil would willingly 
ſuffer all the torments of hell to ſee the 
| face of God for a moment, what will be 
. their rage and deſpair to think they might | 
have enjoyed it, not a moment only, but 
for a whole eternity, and are deprived of it 
through their own fault! | 
The 
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* 4 The "OY that will riſe againſt them 
will be their own conſcience, holy Scrip- 
ture, good Books, Sermons, and good Ex- 
ample. The devils will ſhew them the 
ſins they have committed, with their cir- 
cumſtances. The good Angel will alledge 
his endeavours. And above all, their ha- 
ving rendered the examples and doctrine, 
labours and Blood of Chriſt uſeleſs, will 
be objected againſt them, and condemn 
them. Beſides their ſins of commiſſion, 
thoſe of omiſſion will ſtand againſt them, 
having neglected the good they ought to 
have done, and omitted to make uſe of 
their gifts and talents, natural and ſuper- 
natural; as ſtrength, health, wealth, and 
time, according to the Divine Will. 

The judge 3 — given the definitive 
Sentence for an eternity, with thoſe dread- 
ful words: Go, you curſed, into hell fire pre- 
pared for the devil and his 8 Pre- 
ſently they will be hauled away by the 
devils, to whom they will be delivered up 
to be tormented for eternity. Endeavour 
ſo to conſider this dreadful truth as to 
prevent it from befalling you, for it is yet 
in your power. God being ſo good as to 
put the pen into your hand, take notice 
that your ſentence will be what i is written 

by your actions in this world. How un- 
pardonable will * be if you are un- 


happy, 
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happy, ſince you have it in your o] power! 
Reflections and Reſolutiont. 85 
It is in your power to blot out your of- 

fences by the tears of penance. You may 
alſo, with Moſes, reſiſt or overcome the Al- 
mighty by the arms of Prayer. He is alſo * 
to be gained by money given in Charity, 
and is ſo tender as to be moved to pity and 
mercy by our tears, and appeaſed and ſa- 
tisfied by penance and change of manners. 
Vou may as yet appeal from his juſtice 
to his mercy, and oblige him to blot out 
the ſentence of your condemnation; but 
after death he is neither to be reſiſted, 
moved, nor gained: he will then judge in 
rigour, and do juſtice without mercy. His 
love will inkindle his anger; and as his 
love for us has been infinite, ſo his anger 
againſt our ingratitude will be infinite. 
Reflect what a confuſion it will be to you 
to have the whole hiſtory of your life ex- 
poſed, all you have done, and all you have 
omitted to. do, which you ought to have 
done; all that God has done for you, and 
all you have done againſt him; his good- 
neſs to you, and your ingratitude to him! 
If you are wiſe, you will prevent this 
confuſion by an humble accuſing yourſelf 
of your ſins, and ſatisfying for them by 
x - penance: 
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| penance: mne uſe of thoſe following 0 
powerful means for your ſecurity : uſt, 
Charity and Alms deeds. 2dly, Pardon . 

from your heart whoever has offerided vou, 

for in this God will have you be his mo- 
del, and will treat you as you treat others; 
therefore be ſure to pardon entirely, if you 
defire to be pardoned. 3dly, Do not judge 
nor. condemn any, not even in nn, 7 
and you ſhall not be condemned ; 

have Chriſt's promiſe for it. Laſtly, ariel | 
fail daily to beg our Bleſſed Lady to obtain 

you a favourable N for ſhe is all- 5 
powerful with God. 5 


7 be Fourth Meditation bh the * e Send 


Of Hell. 


þ ft Prelude, Deſcend in tp irit to hell, 
the -priſon of God's juſtice! ull of flames, | 
fire and ſmoke, and 7 all ſorts of torments 
that can torment and puniſh the ſouls of 
thoſe that die in mortal fin. _ 
2d Prelude. Beg of God ſuch a lively | 
_ apprehenſion of thoſe torments that it may 
Keep you from ever deſerving to feel them. ä 


1 Polxr. Ip 


Bcripture calls it a furnace which ever 
| e and never is extinguiſhed. A priſon 
where the damned are bound in 5 of 
fire. A land of . and of all 


ſorts 
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. ſorts of anda where the a ſouls 
are heaped upon one another like faggots 
in a great fire. The lake of God's wrath, 


a pond of fire and ſulphur, into which are 


plunged . thoſe who have paſſed. their lives 


in pleaſures and delights. A land of dark- 


neſs, where never any ray of light ſhall 
enter. The devil's houſe, where he rages 
and torments the damned in quality of 
executioner of God's juſtice. O what land! 
what a houſe ! what a.dwelling! O my 
God, how great an evil is fin, that you are 
_ obliged to punith. it ſo ſeverely! O my ſoul, 
what do we fear, if we fear not hell! 
To declare more in particular what the 
damned ſuffer, we muſt know that both the 
ſoul and the body having ſinned, there are 
torments allotted for each. In hell ther 
are three ſorts of pains: the pain of ſenſe, 
the pain of loſs, and the worm of con- 
ſcience. As to the firſt, no pain, nor even 
all the pains, martyrdoms, or cruelties put 
together that ever have been, or could poſ- 
ſibly be invented or practiſed 1 in this world, 
have any proportion, not only with all the 
pains, but with-the very leaſt pain of hel]. 
The greateſt fire or hotteſt forge are no 
more than painted fires in compariſon with 
the infernal flames; our fire being created 
by God for our uſe and comfort, but the 
08 of hell he has created 1 to puniſh 4 
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and torment woe unhappy ſouls who are 
ſurrounded with it. Fire above them, fire 
beneath them, fire on the right hand, fire 
on the left! add to this the other torments 
proper to each ſenſe or member: the eyes 
will be afflicted with the horrible and ter- 


rifying view of the devils, ſo dreadful, that 


the ſight of one of them would frighten 
the moſt courageous man out of his ſenſes. 
The ears will be tormented with fearful 
horrible howlings and lamentations of the 
damned curſing each other. The taſte 
with bitter tears and raging hunger and 
thirſt never to be quenched. 

Though devils will ftrive to outdo one 
another in cruelty to the damned, whom 
they will torment in all the parts of their 
bodies and faculties of their fouls, though 
not all alike, but each according to the 
number and greatneſs of their ſins: and this 
without hopes of relief, or one. moment's 
- ſolace, but for all Eternity, which renders 


them inconſolable, and will make them 


ſuffer each moment what they muſt eter- 
nally ſuffer, plunged in an unexplicable 
grief, without the leaſt conſolation not ſo 
much as a drop of water to quench their 
raging thirſt, that is to ſay, not the leaſt 
mitigation. Yet whatever conceit we frame 
of their ſufferings, it falls ſtill ſhort of what 
th they ſuffer. O dreadful Eternity, what man 

gan 
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can think of you, and not amend his life 1 
IT. PofNr. 

Conſider the pain of loſs, which will be 


more terrible and afflicting than all the 


other pains. It conſiſts in feeling and 


knowing that they have loſt the viſion of | 


God, and conſequently all good. To loſe 
God, to be eternally ſeparated from God, 
to be hated by God, is an infinite and ter- 
rible evil! and in place of the company 
and ſociety of Angels and Saints, they are 
ſurrounded with innumerable devils. A 

priſon and dungeon, in place of a kingdom 
deſigned by God, and purchaſed for them 
by Jeſus Chriſt, with the laſt drop of his 
Precious Blood, which upon ſuch eaſy 


terms they might have enjoyed for all Eter- 
| nity ; yet have loſt it by their own fault! 


Were it but a temporal kingdom loft for a 


trifle, and miſerably exchanged for a dun- 


geon, What a cutting grief would it be to 
the Perſon who had made ſuch a fooliſh 
bargain! this gives a flight idea of the pain of 
loſs, but i is nothing in compariſon with it. 


III. Pol NT. $% 
Confider the third pain, n is the 


worm of Conſcience, that continually 
gnaws them, and will do ſo for all eter- 
nity ; never letting them reſt for a moment, 
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but bet repreſenting to them all 
their crimes and ingratitudes to God, who 
not only gave them their being, but alſo 
died for them, to ſave them from the 


miſery into which they have plunged them- 


ſelves, through their own fault, when they 
might ſo calily have eſcaped it. What 
grief, deſpair, and rage will it cauſe in 
them | how will they curſe each other that 
has contributed to it! children will curſe 
their Parents, and Parents their children; 


Maſters their Servants, and Servants their 


Maſters, as being in part the cauſe of the 
torments they endure; which would be 


more tolerable if they could but once have 


an end; but that is their greateſt torment, 
to know that their miſery will be endleſs. 


O never-ending Eternity, how prodigious 


is your extent! each moment beginning 
and never coming to an end ! O ever which 
never ends, but laſts for ever! | 


Reflettions and Rofolutions: 
Reflect on your obligations to God in 


not having permitted you to fall into hell, 


where you ſhould have been long ago, had 
you been treated according to your deſerts, 
ſince one mortal fin deſerves that puniſh- 
ment. And alſo for giving you time to 
fee and conſider theſe things, that you may 
prevent them from happening, to you. 
Follow 


„„ 
Follow St. Bernard's utes. and a 
in ſpirit into hell, while you are living, | 
that you may not feel after your death 
what is there ſuffered ; where you muſt | 
have taken your eternal lodging, if God 
had taken you out of this life after ſuch. 
and ſuch a ſin. 
Accuſtom yourſelf, in all troubles or 
afflictions, to compare them with what you 
would have ſuffered in hel}, if God's mer- 
cies had not kept you from falling into it: 
And you will find you have no reaſon to 
complain. or to think you have any injuſtice 
or wrong done to you: for nothing can be 
ſo in regard to any one that has but once 
offended God mortally ; fince ſuch an one 
is. worthy of all evil, and unworthy of all 
good, which is the ſtate of the damned. 
Fear fin above all things, and avoid it 
with all poſſible care, fince one is ſuffi- 
cient to cauſe your damnation. 

Endeavour to fatisfy for the fins yow 
have committed, by patiently bearing all 
the trials that God ſhall permit to befall 
2 you, if you cannot do worthy works of 
| penance. Secondly, by giving alms: no 
money can you lay out more to your o- n 
advantage; and you will be truly blameable, 
and no ways to be pitied, if you have it in 
your power, and do not do it. You would 
befriend yourſelf more by refuſing neceſ- 
"= * ſaries 
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4 Aries to your body, and giving this advan- 
F tage to your ſoul, than by a I pro- 
ceeding. 
Be devout to our Bleſſed Lily; and daily 
petition her to intercede for you to her 
23 that you may never more commit 
what deſerves ſuch ſevere puniſhments. 


The fifth Meditation for the fifth Sunday. 
Of Heaven. 


1 Prelude. Imagine that above the 
Elementary Heavens, in which the ſun, 
moon, and ſtars are fixed, is the Palace 
and Court of the King of kings, Almighty 
God, which he has built to entertain his 
Fin. 
Second Prelude. Beg his Divine Majeſty 

to give you the Grace to conceive, in ſome 
meaſure, what he has there prepared for 
thoſe that love and ſerve Hin, 


. POLINT.o: 


Heaven is a complication of all good, 
exempt from the leaſt evil : where 
the boa, as well as the ſoul ſhall enjoy 
eternal happineſs; and that ſo great, that 
our imagination, tho' capable of framing. 
great and mighty things, yet can frame 
nothing but what comes infinitely below, 
or is indeed nothing in compariſon of 
| Heaven. * moſt Rately, moſt beauti- 

$i. ful, 
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24 


ful, and moſt magnificent Palaces of n 


world, if compared to Heaven, would be #Y 
no more than the pooreſt cottages of mud. 
The Apocalypſe deſcribes it a city, the 
twelve gates of which are of pearl, the 


walls and foundations all of precious ſtones, 


the ſtreets paved with pure gold, ſhining 
like chryſtal. O 1/rael, ſays the Prophet, 
How great is the houſe of God, and how vaſt 


he place of his poſſeſſions ! my ſoul covets and 


Jaints for the courts of our Lord. 


The power of God appears in his creation 
of the world; his mercy in the redemption; 
his juſtice in the puniſhment of the wicked; 
and his greatneſs and magnificence in the 
reward he gives his ſervants; which is ſo 
great, that neither eye has ſeen, nor ear 
heard, nor can it ever enter into the heart 


or mind of man to conceive what God has 


prepared for his Elect : So that though the 
Martyrs have ſuffered ſuch terrible torments 
to gain it, and many of God's ſervants un- 
dergone ſuch great auſterities for the ſame 
effect; yet the Holy Scripture ſays it is 
given them for nothing, ' becauſe all the 
ſufferings of this life have no proportion 
with the glory prepared for it. We may 
better underſtand its worth by the blood 


which the Son of God has ſhed to merit it | 


for us; whereas one drop was of an infinite 
e he has ſhed it all to merit us that 


glory ; 5 
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glory; ſo chat we may ſay with truth, it is 
worth the life of God, and that none but 
God could merit it. 1 | 


* 


IT. Pier: 


| Conſider, that it is the ſeeing and enjoy- 
ing God, which makes. the compleat hap- 
pineſs of the bleſſed, becauſe he is an in- 
finite good, univerſal, eternal; and, in a 
word, capable to content all our deſires. 
The manner how we ſhall enjoy him is, as 


St. John ſays, we ſhall be like him; that 


is to ſay, we ſhall. be pure, holy, wiſe, 
powerful, happy, and perfect as he is. He 
will change and transform us into himſelf, 
not by deſtroying our being, but by uniting 
it to his, he will communicate to us his. 
nature, his greatneſs, his knowledge, his 
ſanctity, his felicity, his riches, by which 
we ſhall in ſome fort become God's, as the 
iron caſt into the fire becomes fire. 

Who can explicate the joy of a ſoul when 
ſhe enters heaven and is united to her ſove- 
reign good! O amorous tranſports! O ſweet 
embraces! Well may ſhe ſay, I have found 
him whom my foul loves; J will not let him go, 
He is all mine and I am all his. The com- 
forts and conſolations which God will re- 
pleniſh her with, and the honour and glory 
he beſtows upon her, can only be compre- 
hended by i neither man nor angels 

| . 


| 
| 
| 
! 
| 
1 
i 
I 


. 
can conceive, nor expreſs them. What a 
comfort will it be to have done and ſuffered 
much for God, and to have reſiſted all the 
temptations that would have drawn her 
from doing her duty, and, by conſequence, 
would have deprived her of the happineſs 
ſhe enjoys, and will eternally enjoy. O my 
ſoul ! let us think what we have done and 
ſuffered for heaven, and what we will do 


for the future. We ſee what Chriſt and 


his Saints have done for it, and ſince it is 
glven as a reward, we muſt merit it, life 
is 1 for that end only. 


III. PoiNT. 


Conſider that the body will alſo have its 
delights which conſiſts in theſe four things: 
the Place, the Company, the Dowries of 
Glory, and the Durance of it, which is 
Eternity. As to the firſt, which is the Place, 
it is the Celeſtial Jeruſalem, the Order, 
Beauty, Greatneſs, and Riches thereof, can 
neither be deſcribed nor conceived. Se- 
condly, the Company. There will be an 
innumerable multitude of all nations, tribes, 
people, and tongues ! If it is fo agreeable 
to live and converſe with ſuch as are noble, 
learned, and of agreeable converſation, how 
much more to have thoſe angelical Spirits 
for companions, who are endowed with all 
manner of ſciences ? Thirdly, Their bo- 


dies 
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Wk wilt be iglotived; be che gift of üb-, 
| tility, impaſibility, agility, and clarity: 
Their bodies ſhall 7 as ſuns in the kingdom 


| of their Father. Each ſenſe ſhall have its 


delights; the Gghth ſhall. be delighted with 
| beholding the glorious bodies of the ſaints, 
- eſpecially that of Chriſt and his ſacred Mo- 
ther, the hearing with harmonious muſick, 

Ke. the heart will be filled with inexpli- 
cable pleaſures! We ſhall ſee the ſecrets of 


God's Councils and of his Providence both 


over us and over others, and how he has 
loved and does love us. Our will, after 
an unſpeakable manner, will adhere to God, 
and be as it were transformed into him by 
love; whence it will ever overflow with 
exceſs of joy, the viſion and. poſſeſſion of 
God being a bottomleſs ocean of delights. 
Though the Bleſſed will each moment 
| enjoy the pleaſures they are to enjoy for all 
eternity; yet, according to ſome Doctors 
of the Church, they will in ſome ſort find 
new pleaſures, as 5 advance in the vaſt 
extent of eternity: For, as St. Auguſtin 
very well remarks, they will always be re- 
pleniſhed, yet never ſatiated; becauſe tho 
filled with God, each according to his ca- 
pacity, yet they are never ſo ſatiated but 
that * will ſtill defire to ſee and taſte 
thoſe delights more, and will find new 
[ latiofaCtions 1 in them for all eternity. Good 
God, 


(19) 
God, what an infinite recompence for the 
little we do for you! St. Auguſtin ſays that 
God rewards and puniſhes like a God as he 
is; if he does both according to his power, 
what muſt be the reward and puniſhment? 


May we never be ſo unhappy as to loſe the 
firſt and e the latter. 


RefleFlions : and KReſolutions. 


If we can labour ſo much for a ſhort 
miſerable life, what ought we not to do 
for an eternal one! how unjuſt is it to 
dieſire to have that for nothing, which has 
coſt Chriſt and his Saints ſo dear. 

If we patiently ſuffer the incommodities 
of this life, we ſhall enjoy the ſatisfactions 
of the next. Chuſe in which you will en- 
joy it, for that depends on you : for you 
muſt not expect happineſs here and hereafter. 

If you deſire true honour, and to render 
your name and memory famous, the ſecure 
way is to labour to become a Saint: the 
honour God does his Saints in Heaven, is 
incomparably greater than all honour that 
is rendered them upon earth. 

If you deſire to become a Saint, and to 
partake with them of eternal happineſs, you 
muſt go the way they have taken, for no 
other will lead you to it. And this is cer- 


tain | 
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tiain truth, Aba you 1 be either a Saint 
or a devil, and dwell for Eternity with the j 


dne or is other, there is no medium # 


That you may attain to the firſt, * 
; the Sacraments, think of, and be grateful. 
to Chriſt for all he has done and ſuffered 
to merit that happineſs for you: and beg | 
him to apply his ſacred merits to you, that 
fo you may acquire it. Make daily re- 
courſe to our bleſſed Lady, to obtain you 


an entrance into the Kingdom of her Son: 


ſhe never intercedes in vain for any. Laſtly, 
endeavour to bribe the porters of Heaven, | 

which, St. Juſtinian ſays, are the poor; give 
them large Alms aerordin g to your abilities. 


H. T N I S. 


1 N D E I: 
M OT I VES to excite us to the frequent Medi- 


tation of our Saviour's Paſſion, Page 
Six-and-twenty Meditations of the Paſſion for Fri- 
days, through the Teaar. Page 7 
4 Preparats on for Communion of our Lord's Death, . 
Se. Page 43 
Four Meditations upon the Motives to Honour our 
' Bleſſed Lada. :: . Pape: 50 


4 n oy each Sandy of the Month. _ 74 
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